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Innocent Lady, 


OR THE 
Itty ſtrions Innocence. 


Being an Excellent true Hiſtory, and of 
Modern times, carried with handſome 
Conceptions all along. 


Written Originally in French, by | 


the Learned Father de Ceriziers, 
of the Company of Jeſws. 
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And now Rendered into Engliſh by 


Sir William Lower Knight, | 


—c@ 


LOND ON, 


Printed by T. Mzbb, for Willian Lee 
and are to be fold at the Trurks- 


head in Fleet-ſtreet, 1654. | 
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 Þ The Tranſlators Apologie fe or ſome T; aſe 


ſages in the Books 


Ladyes and Gentlemen, 


£ nay think 


{i J > d it ſtrange, that I 


Sas hould Apolo- 
gize any thing for this 
Piece,the Author being 
one of the moſt exqui- 


fite Pens of Chriſten-_ 


dome ; but it 1s to ſatis- 


fie the nicer ſcruples of 


ſome perſons,who per- 
haps, may be offended 
with a paſlage or two in 
the Hiſtory , relating a 
uittle'to the Romiſh ſu- 


perthition. I ſhall one- 


ls. Nees. att + dc tom. 


Apologie. 
fay this in Vindication 
of my Self,and my par- 
ticular judgment, T hat 
I look upon it in the 0- 
riginal , as one of the 
neateſt contrivd things 
that ever paſſed the 


preſſe; and I am confi- 


dent will generally be 
ſo received: it may ſtick 
onely with thoſe of the 
weaker. judgements, 
whoſe approbation or 
diſtke, will be very 1n - 
different, either to the 
Author or Tranſlator. 


* EI n 
s i $ 
. - >. _— OY _- 2 


thereof, 1 believe there 


This little work hath 
lately been tranſnutted 
mito the ſtateheſt and 
ſweeteſt languages of 
Europe, I mean,theSpa- 
#iſh and Italian, nations 
that ſcorn to borowfrom 
any other but their own 
unleſs they meet with 
ſo choice a maſter piece 
asthis. I heAuthorhath 
faid enough m his Ep1- 
ſtle to the Reader, for 
the truth of the ſtory, 
and really for the body 


_— 


Apologie. _ | 


eApologie. 
are none,who have read 
the German Chrondcle, | 
wil make the leſt doubt | 
of it ; but for the inter-. 
larding it with miracles 
(which we may paſſe o- 
ver if we pleaſe ) that 
muſt be taken for the 
_ Teſinits own way of coo- 
kery : If you are not 
pleafed with the plot or 
frame of the work] am 
ſftrangly miſtaken ; and 
for you of the tenderer 
ſex, If ever heretofore 
any paſſionate Scene m 
; d 


| 


| "—_ aeady', 1 15 ONe- 


7 pologte. 
a Play drew pearled 


rears from your eyes, 


you will much more li- . 
berally beſtow them 
here, where you ſhall 
findeno Romancetoa- 


buſe:you , or the iſfue 


onely of a Poets brain 
to entertain your fan- 
cy, but a true and Au- 
thentick relation” :of 
modern tunes.. Toſay 


more; would but take 


off from the- luſtre of 
the diſcourſe ; what 1s 


ly 


| ty.to. = my | ſelf of g1- 


to the miracles of this 
Book, muchleſle of-re- 


ſages of the Crofle and 


any one otherwiſe than 
F by way of admuration 

of the rare deſcription 
I thereof. I had need on- 


Gem taken out of its 
| | nativeCabinet with my 
| rade and unhandſome 
hand- 


commending thole paſ- 


Crucihx,to the faith of | 


OE er eas ens” 5 


ving an over eaſfie behef | 


\ hs 


ly to crave pardon for | 
ſullyng fo precious a | 


 MApologee. 
handling;but your eys, 
Ladies,have ſuch an in - 
fluence, as will remove 
all clouds it may receive 
from me,and onely by 
the vertue it derives 
from thence, make the 
Copy to equal the Ori- 
ginal. If I have rendered 
this any Way to your ſatis- 


fatin,l have the end 1 


aimed at. ( being, all the 
ambition 1 aſpird unto) 
Which Will 2:iye me the 
boldneſs to publiſh ſhoxt- 
ly another neat T rat of 
= a 


Apologie. 
the ſame Authors, enti- © 
ted, joſeph,or the Dx- | 
vine Providence, and a 
handſome diſcourſe of | 
Monſier de Grenall, | 
called 1he Pleaſures of 
the Ladies, both Which, 
are ready for the Preſſe; 
till they COMe forth, look 
favourably on the Inno. 
cent Lady, and for her 
ſake and the learned de 
. Carrziers, entertain | 
kindly the weak endea- 
we: 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


Will. Lower. 


» 


Why God permits the 
Calymniated. 


Preface. 


He Chrijtian Religion. hath 
ſuch evident proefs of ber 
truths, that it is to be groſſe, 
even to ſtupidity, to be igno- 
rant of them, @wicked even nnto mad- 
nes,to contradift them : nevertherleſſe, 
all the ages have ſeen enough of theſe 
reaſonable monſters, who have rather 
harkned to iheir ſeuſe,upon the ſubject 
of its aofrige,then obeyed her maxims 
againſt their inclination, t ho know- 
eth not that the troubles of this life 
ſhould make up all our deſtres , ſeeing 
they make all our crowns# We ſee clear> 
ly that it is in the thorns, that we muſt 
gather virtue, that the gall is hey beſt 
nouriſhment, though it be not the 120 
pleaſant £ and yet the fear of the pricks 
binders us from bringing thither onr 
hands, and the horrour which we have 
of its bitterneſſe, takes from us the de- 


A 3 fſere 


good to be 


Preface. . 
ire which we ſhould have to tafte it. 
delights : they ſay that the evill which 
God doth us is a ſign of the good which 
he intends us; but how many perſons 
do we ſee, who love better to be hifde- 
clared enemies,than to receive ſuch like 
proofs of his love? there are of thoſe 
choice and eminent ſouls,who leave not 
themſelves to be holy vanquiſhed in the 
diſpleaſure of afflitFion,but find a ver- 
tre maſculine &* couragious enongh to 
deſpiſe altogether the ſenſe and feeling 
thereof: Tt is that which all the wiſ- 
dome af the Philoſophers hath not yet 
ſeen. The five ages which nature im- 
phoyeth to produce a Phenix, would 
20t ſuſſuce her to commence a patient,it 
is a work which cannot be concetved, 
but by grace, and which perfeFeth not 
it ſelf, but by that which can deſtroy it. 
To ſuffer and not to complain, to endure 
and witneſje contentment, to weep and 
lanzh altogether, are the things which 
a co72120n vertne cannot unite, In like 


Fanne”, there are found ſome perſons, - 


who 


Preface. 


. who'have much ado to comprenend 


that God fhould affiif thoſe whom. 
be . loveth, believing, that ſuffering 
* Yhauld be the puniſhment of ſinne, and 
not the: recompence of vertne: But if: 
they: have ſeen ſome one whoſe-Inno-! 
cence was t00 clear to be unknown,and 
tbe exxls too apparent to be ignorant | of 
thems, . their ſpirit 5s-troubled, their 
thoughts are wandering , their faith 
hath ſiumbled,and humane realon.batÞ 
alntaſt made them to. finue againſt» the 
Divine. He who bad ſtrength enongh. 
to fight with the Bears, to tear the. Li- 
ors, to deſtroy Giants and overtarow 
himſelf, whole armies, hath not had, 
enough thereof to weiquiſo altogether. 
this thought ; Andl yet no body doubts, 
that David was uot-couragions, ſegine: 
the monſters under his feet, and that 
he was not holy being according. ts 
the heart: of God. 1khnow not whether, 
Solomon mus wifer than. bis Father, 
get wotwithſlandimg T1 aw 'not ;igna=. 
rat. _ of ſourevdl things be confeſ- 
A 4 ſeth 


Preface. 


ſeth not to be able to ſupport 0#H8 of | 


them it is the ſenſe _ prings. from 


calumnys; the malice whereof is the 


great rock of Innocence, the ſhipwracks 


of vertue,the poyſon of good ations, 
the venome of that prodigions ſerpent 
which carries the name thereof. And 


to ſpeak, truth, we ſhoutd not find it. 


ftrange, if ordinary patience cannot 
attain to its contempt, ſeeing that na- 
ture hath nothing ſo ſenſible to ſuffer, 
7107 grace ſo grievous to overcome. How 
comes it then that God takes pleaſure to 
ſee us aſſaulted with his 'rages Muſt 
Suſanna be thought. unchaſte for being 
fair ?. or the perfeFion of her body do 
injury to that of her ſoul? could ſhe not 
be feer without deſire, nor ſlandered 
ithout being convi&ed of a'.ctime, 
whereof her very thought was not cul- 
pable £ Should an apple render the wife 
of Theodoſius crininall £ was that 
an inevitable mis fortune to Queen E- 
lifabeth, loving the vertue of 4 Page, 
to love an objec that was not cheſt ? 
: | deſerved 


_— a ._ Aim. a 
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Preface. 
deſerved Cunegonda - to handle fire, 
for proving that her heart burned not 


mith any evil flame? the daughter of 


tbe great Anthemins, could not ſhe do 
good to her ſiſter , without loſing her 
xeprtation, nor drive the Devil frone 
ber body without putting him into her 
ſoul? who can conceive why God per- 
mitted that Marina ſhould be puniſhed 
for a ſinne, whereof ſhe was not capa- 
ble,and which was as far from her will, 
4 front her ſex? Soft, humane reaſon, 
take heed how thou think that an eſ- 
ſence all good aud all perfe® ſhould 
produce arty evill ; if there flow ſharp- 
eſſe from that inexhanſtible ſpring of 
ſweetneſſe, . it is either to wean our af- 
feTion front the vanity of pleaſures, or 
to make our vertue merit in the martyr- 
dome of ſufferings. Our griefs are not 
more ſenſible unto us, than unto God if 


we are aſſaulted, he reſents its, if we 


ars wounded he complaineth: he doth 
indeed ſeen, (ometines not to know us, 
but.it 2s te the end to render us knows 
| fo 


Preface. 
fo all poſterity : he permits detraFion 
to ſpot our honour, but to the end 
'to dravo the yayes of oxr glory 


from our own obſcurity : you know it, - 


favre ſoules, who glitter nowv. like ſo 
many Suns in that great day of eterni- 
ty. Is it 10t true that God loves not our 
abaſement,but to raiſe us up again? our 
contempt,but becauſe it may be glorious 
tos © Onur loſſes, but bevanſe vve may 
Aerive advantage from them? our evils 
-bat becauſe they doe us good ? The Bees 
Jinck honey aſwell upon* the *Thyme, 
11d Wormvvood, as upon the Roſes & 
the Lilhes : and holy {orles make theit 
Mfirmitie proſper as well. as their 


wood fortune > but the firſt. being of a 


nature more refined, Goo wvill not be 
nigeardly untonus of a favonr, vuhith 
vr can ſo vvell improve. Who know- 
trh rot that a ereat© wirtne hath 
Jtmeetimes thruſt - thoſe who poſſeſ- 
fed it into preſumption , and that 
zmorence miſtaken, and ttlnmmiated 
hath fornd "its conſervation in that 

which 
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Preface. 

which ſcemed to deſtroy it. The life af 
she Nightingale which nouriſheth not 
it ſelf but with melody:is very delight- 
full, that of the Swan is not to be de- 


fpiſed, though he lives not but with me- 


lancholly. God takes pleaſure that wh 
ſold lead x life like unto this ſorowſul 
Zird:providedthat we be ſo whiteinIn- 
wocence, as bes in his plume, he caretb 
not to ſeens ſwine in the waters of our 
erief. Nothing pleaſeth hine like oxr 
frehes, he loves perfeily that —_— 
of which himſelf gives the meaſure: an 
zwdeed there are thoſe viſages who weep 
with ſo good a grace, that they ſhould 
never be without this ornament > Our 
eys raviſhnot thoſe of God but by tears, 
which he ſeeks with a great cares 
which be. gatbereth with an incredible 
joy. The tears fall to the ground, and 
wingle themſelves with the duſt, but 
their reſlu#10n 20s unto the firmament, 
Q* mounteth above the ſtars: ſo as they 
are the pearls of heaven, which form 
themſelves ta the [alt waters of our bit= 
terneſſe 


Preface. 
Sernejſes,as 4 great Wit hath ſaid, Tt is 
the delicate wine of the Angels, the ac- 
lights of Paradiſe, and the voice that 
goes even to the ear of God : For this 
reaſon, he commanded one of his Pro- 
-phets that the apple of his eyes ſhould 
| appear wnto him. continually, for as 
much as he takes an inexpreſſable con- 
tent at the ſweet violence with which 
they conſtrain him : if -we knew well 
to weep, we ſhould know to vangquiſs 
our enemies, to drown our ſins, to ruin 
'the devils, to cxtineniſh hell,and ſweet- 
ly to force heaven to the ſenſe of our re- 
geſts, The finner hath no ſtronger 
arms than in his eyes, ſceing that God 
himſelf may be wounded with them. 


The Athenians offered plaints in one of 


their ſacrifices 5 for my part, Tbelicve 
that it was to that unknows divinity, 
which the Apoſtle inſtrutts. them to be 
the true God : for as much as they can- 
wot preſent him an offering more acce- 
ptable then tears , which are no ſooner 
drop'd from our eyes, but they enter in- 
G to 
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Preface. | 
to bis heart : How can he not love theſe 
liquid pearls, theſe melted diamonds, 
this ſubtle ſweat of the- ſole, that az 
ftils it ſelf through the fires of love, to 


the end to offer hit an eſſence toro 


precious a thouſand times, than that of 


the Jaſmin? I do not ſay,tÞat chaſtity 
plants it ſelf in onr hearts,as the lillies 
who have no other ſeed but their tears, 
and that vertues appear there onely, 
when this dew of our eyes makes thene 
to bud there : After allthis, we ſhould 
#0 more wonder if God takes pleaſure 


in the ſighes of an aff/iGed Innocence, 


ſence we finde ſo remarkable an inſtru- 
Gion in his example, ſo advantagi- © 


ous a prefit in his merit. &* then if God 
wiil that we ſuffer, is it not great rea- 
ſon to conſent thereunto f If our diſ< 
pleaſures delight him, ought we to ſeek. 
out the cauſe thereof © Alas, we ſhut uþ 
the Birds in theCages,to the end to draw 
Joy from their plaints : Can it be that 
they are more ours, than we are his? &- 
t hat their liberty is more ſubje& unto 


our tzrany, than ours is to his Empire? 


Preface, 
0 bow happy ſhould a creature bejif God 
taking pleaſure in his tears , he might 
weep eternally ! the Hiſtory which we 
have to ſet forth,can giverareexamples 
of this truth, and advance moſt profs- 
table inſtruFions from this praiſes * 


To the R eader. 


AY dear Reader, in expe- 

Miaig aWork, whereof I'give 

you here but one of the leaſt 
parts; I conjure you to ſuſpend. 
your judgment upon thts Hiſtory, 
and not to take the efiects of an all 
adoreable Providence, for the Ficti- 
onsof a Romance. Kaderns in his . 
Baviere, Ericius Puteanws, and many 
otherAuthors,can warrant the prin- 
cipall circumſtances thereof, and I 
aſſure my ſelf, in time, to make you 
underſtand , that there is nothing 
in the whole piece, which isnot as 
true as divertiling. 


Er- 


o 


 PEEE-PEEE-4ÞDEÞ 


ERRATA, or faults” 
_ eſcaped mn the prin. 


Ps? line 6.th6ſe bef ſeix , read thoſe of | 
. 'L ber (ex, pag.5. 1.24. the great perfecJions | 
r. the perfeitons, p.7. 1. 16. expoſed r. propo- | 
ſed, p. 13. 1. 18. part r. depart, p. 23-1. 2. | 
ſouldiers x. fold, p. 26.1: 14. Narbonana, r. | 
Narbona, p.31.1. 28. 4s of 4 Contet , r. as that | 
of 4 Comet. | | 
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 The- Innocent Ladi e_, 


OR, 
sf hellluſtrious Tanccence. 


a N oneof the Provinces of 
the wg Gaule Belgick, * Tie Ne- 
which was ſometime the 7thezlands. 
countrey of the Tongri- 
ans, about the time that 
* the glory of the great 
Ledowick began to be obſcured, & chat the 
children of this Lion degenerated inro 
beaſts much lefſe generous, was born a 
daughter inthe moſt i]Juftrious family of 
the Princes of Brabant.Scarce had this lic- 
tle creature ſeen the firſt rays of the light, 
but her parents gave her a ſecond birth, 
which rendered her a daughter of heaven, 
from whence ſhe received the fair name 
of Genevieva : It is not my deſign to de- 
ſcribe the great vertues of chis licclePrin- 
ceſs nor to make appear the graces w<bſhe 
poſſelled , even when her n1outh was fa- 
ften'dto the ſweetnes -q the breaſt,no one 
can 


<ASS 


2 The Innocent Lady, or | 


can ſce the height of her perfe&ion and 
be ignorant of the foundations of her 
picty. The father and mother called her 
ordinarily their Angel,in which certain- 
ly they were not deceived, for ſhe had 
the purity and innocence of them, one 
ſole thing rendered herunlikeunto thoſe 
divine ſpirits, which is, that they thruſt 
men. forward unto good by ſecret and 
invifible motions, and ſhe carries them 
thereunto by examples, which have no 
lefle of force than of ſweetneſſe. The 
Angels have attractions, againſt which 
one hath much pain to conſerve his liber- 
ty, and Genevieva pollc{I-d graces too 
charming, not to be inevitable. One 
could not hate her devotion at leffe rate 
than being inſeniible. VVe muſt not ima- 


gine that the ordinariy amuſements of | 


infancy ſhould pofſefle her thoughts; no- 
thing partaked in the care of her devoti- 


on, but the diverſe means to entertain 


it, and to encreaſe ii. The ſweeteſt plea- 
ſure that ſhe reliſhed, was the love of re- 
tirement and of ſolitude : this inclina- 
tion built her a little hermitage .in the 
corner of a garden, where nature ſeem- 
«d to have tavoured her dcligne, making 
to grow there ſtore of trees, whoſe de- 
lightfull ſhades permitted not the ſinne 

| _ bimſ> 


The 1lluftrious Innocence. 3 
himſelf, to ſee the myſteries of her devo- 
tion. It was there that ſhe ere&ed little 
Alcars of Moſſe, and boughs; it was 
there that fhe ſpent the greateſt part of 
the day, from which ſo ſweet entertain- 
ment: the paſtimes of thoſe her ſex and 
age could not divert her : VVhen her 
mother remonſtratcd to her that it was 
time to have more ſerious thoughts, ſhe 
anſwered modeſtly,that hers had the fair- 
«ſt and greateft of all the obje&ts, not- 
withſtanding that all her defignes were 
within obedience,and that ſhe ſhould not 
ſo ſoon command her any thing, as ſhe 
would conform her ſelt wholly there- 
unto; bur if ſhe would permit her incli- 
nationsto make the choice of her con- 
dition, ſhe could not find any kind of 
life more defirable, than that which had 
drawn ſo many great and illuſtrious 
perſons into ſolitude, and which of the 
- half of the world had made a deſfart. 

It is the place (aid ſhe) where - 
Kings, andPrinces, and Emprefles are 
gone to ſeek the traces, and ſteps of 
' their Saviour:It is the place where Saint 

Fobn conſerved the Innocence of his 
manners; it 1s the place where' poore 
vertue retires it {elf, finding more ſafety 
amongſt the wild beaſts, than in the 

B 2 towns 


4 The Innocent Lady, or 


towns, where it meets with the cruelty of | 


ſalvage creatures. *Tis in a word, the 
place where I imagine a perfe& repoſe, 
and where 1 could find my contentment, 
it you would permit me thereto ſeek it. 
It is not Madame, that I am not diſpo- 
{ed to follow all the motions of your 
will; burſurecly fince you leave me the 
liberty of my thoughts, I ſhould think 
to difpleaſe you as much in difſembling 


my ſenſe, as in having one contrary to 


yours, which cannot be but reaſonable, 

Oh Genevieva! yon know not from 
whence this inclination comes to you, 
and wherefore heaven hath given it you; 


n® 


a day will come that you ſhall follow the 


example of that incomparable penitent, 


to whom Egypt hath given name, though | 


you may nor imitate her dcbauchees, it 
will be then that you ſhall acknowledge 
the Providence of God, which diſpo- 
ſeth of us by thoſe means ſecret and un- 
known to all other but unto himſelf, 


EY 


and which leadeth men to the point of 


f-licity by thoſe wayes, which would 
ſeem to caſt them headlong into the pit 
or depth of misfortune. God hath a cu- 
ſlome to give us from the birth certain 
qualities, which make our good for- 


tunes, and the order of our life. T0 
chil- 
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The Nluſtrious Innocence. 5 


children amongſt the Lacedemonians, that 
came forth from the womb of their mo- 
thers with a Lance in hand, and thoſe 
others to whomnature had imprinted a 
ſword in the arm, carried on them the 
preſages of the event, and the fignes of 
their Horoſcopes. The great Archbiſhop 
of Millain, when he was a little infant, a« 
Red the Prelate, blefling his compani- 
ons, and impoſing hands on them, as it 
he had alrcady been that , which after 
he was to be. All thoſe that obſerved the 
devotions of our lictle Virgin, pene- 


; trated not into the defignes of God, 


and ſaw not that which appeared not 
long time after. Let us Ieave thoſe ſlcight 
Devotions to the knowledge of him, 
who knows the value thereof, and who 


; recompenſes the merit: come we to 


thoſenoble a@ions, which carry more 
day and light, and which marketh more 
vitibly the care, with w<Þ heaven watch- 
eth upon the ſalvation of men. If I en- 
terprile todeſcribe the great” perfetions 
of this great Saint, I think not my ſelf 
more obliged to rouch them all, than 
thoſe who will pat themſelves upon the 

water, to take the river at his ſource. 
Behold me then in the ſeventeenth 
year of our Genevieva : but who can 
B 3 mark 
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mark all the vertues of her ſoul, and all 
the tair qualities of her boay?another pen, 
but minc,would ſay,that nature had made 
the ftrokes of effay in all the other beau- 
tics of her Age, to give in her an accom- 
Pliſhed work of her power and induftry-: 
and not to lye ,' ſhe ſeemed to be obliged 
thereto, ſince it is not more unſeemly to | 
ſee a fair ſoul in an ill favoured body, | 
than to ſeea Diamond in the dirt; ora | 
Prince full of Majeſty under the ruines | 


of aCottage, and in the obſcurities of a | 


Priſon: Thar which I will ſay upon this | 
ſubje&, is, thar ſhe heeded not to en- | 
creaſe.it, nor to adde unto It theſe arti-| 
fices by which deformity ſeems fair, ſhe! 
had no other vermilion, but that which; 
an honeſt modeſty ſet upon hercheeks;no! 
white but that of Innocence; no (cents 
but thoſe of a good life : ſhe had alſo no! 
ruines in her viſage to repair with plai- 
fter, no blackneſſeto colour with white, 
no ſtinks tocover with Mausk and pow- 
der of Iris. All her graces were her own, 
and not borrowed; contrary to tho 
maids, who having not charms enough 
to make them loved, have recourſe unto 
the Shops ofMerchants,as unto natural! 
Magick to buy there what nature would 


not give them, and to make themſelve 


ike 
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liked in ſpight of all her disfavours : bur 
ſurely,as the'clothes, which are uſed here, 
laſt not alwayes, ſo this beauty loſes it 
ſelf, and they obſerve with the ſwine the 
ſame difference which they ſce between 
the painted flowers and the natural]. 
Although our Genevieva took ſo little 
care to conſerve her graces, and her per- 
tections, yet had,ſhe enough of them to 
make her felt a great number of Idola- 
ters, if ſhe would have contributed any 
thing to the misfortune of ſouls, and 
diſcover that which Modeſty ſhould hidc: 
knowing well chat the pearl is not ſo 
precious without , as within her ſhel], 
and that the gold is expoſed as a prey 
unto men, aſſoon as it is expoſed to their 
fight; ſheappeared not out of her cham- 
ber, but as the lightnings out of the 
clouds, when neceſſity or civility com- 
manded her. Maids bclieve that they ſhall 
never be ſought, if they go not to ſeck 
men,in expoſing all the beauty they have 
evento the eyes of the blind : but this 
falſe epinion berrayes ordinarily their 
good fortune,for not being rare enough, 
one <&ſteems them too common, and not- 
withſtanding any moderation men uſe in 
judging, the liberty, which they give 
themſelves to take all kind of recreati- 
B 4. ons, 
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ons, makes them patle for Ladies of plea- 
ſure. The Sunne makes himſel? adored, 
where he 1s not ſcen but once a year : cer- 
tainly, it women were more reſtri& 
In ſhewins themſ{cIves, I know not if the 
age of the profane Diviaicies would 
return, and it the god of the ſhepherd 
Parz ſhould not hind as much adoration 
amongſt us, as he had tormerly with the 
Idolaters. 

Bchold all theartifice which our Inno- 
cent maid uſcd to draw thoſe, who had 
good opinion enough of themſelves to 
hope for ſome part In her good will. A- 
moneſt thoſe that mide ſur unto her, 
Sigifridus (whom we call Sifroy zwas not 
the Jaſt nor the leaſt fortunate, ſince he 
carricd alone that, which the ©+ 
thers had deſired : without telling you 
that he was one of the moſt puiſant Pala- 
tines of Treves., it is ſufficient to under- 
ftand his quality, ro know that he had a 
heart goodenuugh, to aim at the ally- 
ance of a ſovereign houſe. This young 
Lord having underftood by fame a part 
of the perfe&ions of this fair Princefle, 
would rather believe his eyes, thah the 
common report thereof, behold him on 
his way, with an <quipage ſo magnifi- 
cent, that he leaves not to any one of his 

| Rivalls 
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Rivalls the vanity to make compariſons; 
being arrived, he went preſently to do 
reverence to the Prince, and to thePrin- 
cefſe his wife, who permitted him to ſa- 
fuce Genevieva, unto whom he made all 
thc Offers of ſervice that could be expe- 
Qed from a Love without fiftion. It was 
after having ſeen her, that he confeſſed 
that the Poets had not given mouths e- 
nough unto fame, and that to publiſh all 
the perfe&ion of Genevieva, there ſhould 
have been more than one trumpet. What 
will he do after being returned from the 
raviſhments, which this amiable obje& 
had cauſed him? his fidelity and his diſ- 
cretion makes him to hope a happy ſuc- 
celſe of his love; he fears notwithſtand- 
Ing to merit little, and deſire croomuch, 
and that his Miſtris ſhould be as diſdain- 
full as ſhe is fair. 

This errour poflefſed not very long 
time his ſpirit, for he had notentertain- 
ed her twice, but he found her repleniſh- 
ed with ſo much ſweetneſſe and modeſty, 
that his paſſion from free became neceſſa- 
ry.He endeavoured to expreſſc himſelf by 
his ſighs, not daring to declare it by his 
diſcourſe,for fear to make his true reſent- 
ments paſſe for ſottiſh and fading foole- 
ries. Befides he obſerved that the moti- 

| on 
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on of marriage never eſcaped from his 
mouth, but an honeſt ſhame appeared on 
the viſage of Genevieva, and augmented 
her beauty. He fo feared ſome evil word, 
that he dared not utter to her the good. 
Being in this apprehenſion, he went to 
find the Prince and the Princeſle, unto 
whom he declared the deſign of his Voy- 
age in theſe few words. 

Sir,if you are as favourable to my de- 
fignes,as your ſweetnelſe makes me hope, 
in the ignorance of my good orevil for- 
tune, 1 hold my {tf almoſt affured, not 
to be altogether. miſerable. I am not 
God be thanked , come from a houſe, 
whoſe n:me ſhould ſerve me for reproch; 
and though the glory of my Anceſtors 
ſhou!d adde nothing to my merit, | 
am not ſo unfurniſhed thereof, that it 
ſhonld not be eaite for megif it were feem- 


1y to advance thoſe things from which 


may be another would derive vanity. My 


| Nobility is not equal unto yours:I know 
notwithſtanding that It can be no ſhame | 


unto you, it you do me the honour ro 
accept my alliance - fortune hath not gi- 


ven me ſo little means, that I ſhould not 
ſuſtain the dignity of your houſe; but | 
though ir ſhould be much leffe, 1 could 


not without betraying my good fortune 


con- | 
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conceale you the ardent aff-&ion,which 
I have not, ſo much for the beauty of 
your daughter , which is incomparable, 
as for her vertues, which are without ex- 
ample; her merit is ſo powerfull upon 
my will,that if fortune had made me Em» 
perour, I would come without regreer 
to lay at her feet all the world, to ac- 
quire the honour of her reſpeas; it is 
then in you to work my joycs, or my 
difpleaſures , ſecing that I know her ſo 
ſubmiffe to obey you ; that it youcom- 
mand her to love me, I cannot fear to be 
hated of her. 

The Prince might have reprehended a 
little vanity in this complement, and 
taken it ill that he ſhould demand his 
daughter with thoſe reaſons; notwith- 
ſtanding being not ignorant how advan- 
tagious this party was, he thanked Sifroy 
for having fixed hiseyes upon her,where- 
as he might employ them more worthily 
elſewhere, and witnefſed to him he held 
his ſuit as an honour; nevertheleſſe he 
would not be unjuft to conftraine his 
daughter in an affair, wherin there is no- 
thing free bat the choice onely : he pro- 
miſed him though to diſpoſe, as much as 
he conld, her will to the conſent of an 
Allyance , which mzde him to hope for 

| as 
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as mach of ſatisfa&tion, as he ſaw therein 
of advantage. At the ſame time th: mo- 
ther had charge to manage this affair,and 
to order theaffefions of her daughter, 1 
will not fy to deſcribe what ſhe met 
with in vanquiſhing her ſpirit, before ſhe 
could make her meet her defire; it was 
not for that ſhe held any refra&o1incſs in 
her thoughts , but ſurely ſhe had much 
Paine to reſolve her ſelf, being wholly 
her owne, to become the half of another, 
and todeprive her ſelt of a thing, which 
ſhe could conſerve alwayes , not being a- 
ble to looſe it but once in her lite. In the 
mean time ſhe muſt obey , but with how 
much repugnance ? The vaile that ſhame 
laid upon her front, her tears, and her 
fighes,ſpeak it mach better than F There 
are few wiſe maidsthat trouble not them- 
ſelves, when one ſpeakes unto them of a 
Husband, and who finde not difficulty to 
ceaſe to be Angels, to begin to be of the 
naber of wives. Behold notwithſtanding 
our Genevieva, where all defires,cxcepting 
her own, carried her. Behold her married 
co a greatPalatine;it would be a ſuperflu- 
ous thing to ſay that nothing was omit- 
ted of all the rejoycings that could ho- 
nour a marriage; the Dances, the Bals, 
the Turneys,and all the other exerciſes of 
gallantry 
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Feaſt. 

All thoſe that ſaw the good fortune of 
this marriage, believed it eternall; bur a- 
las! how few Roſes are there amongſt 
many thorns, and how humane wiſdome 
penetrates bur a little into the event ! Ge- 
nevieva, I give you two years to live, if 
not content, at leaſt in pleaſurcs; your 
marriage hath begun lixe that of Eve in a 
Paradiſe, it ſhall end like hers in a ſolt- 
tude; enjoy haſtily thoſe contenements, 
which muft laſt ſo little : why trouble 
we ſo many delights ? Let us exp«:& the 
| evils without going to ſeck them : After 
that our new marricd had paſſed ſome 
moneths in the Coyrt of Brabant, they 
muſt part to go to Neves » the parents "bf 
Sifroy received her with all the reſpeds 
that her quality and merit ought to ex- 
pect from their affefion. Saint Hidulph, 
who was then Paſtor of that great Town, 
was very glad to ſee his flock encreaſcd 
with ſo innocent a ſheep, and to witneſſe 
his joy , as ſhe was upon the point to de- 
part, for togo untoa houſe in the Coun- 
try,he gave her his BenediAion. 

This place of pleaſure was ſeated in a 
Campania , which was not bounded but 


with the Horiſon z the Caftle was encom- 
paſſed 
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paſſed with a park , where fc ſeemed that 
the Spring would retire her ſelf with her 
Zephires, when che Aquils's raigned in the 
Plains of Germany, how rigorous ſoever 
the winter was, it touched not the oran- 
ges,and reſpeRed no lefſe the laurels than 
the thunder. At the foot of the wall, 
there ran a river, which nouriſhed al- 
wayesa great number of Swans; it was 
in this place full of delizhts,and like un- 
to the enchanted Palaces of Romance, 
that Sifroy, and Genevieva led the ſweeteſt 
and moſt innocent life of the world; 
nothing troubPd their contentment, 8&all 


things contributed to their pleaſures,not 
one of the domeſtickswas deprived of this | 


happineffe, peace, apd good correſpon- 
dence governcd al*thoſe that were of 
their train : They talked not of other 
cunning, but of that which might de- 
ceive the birds; and to ſpeak the truth, 
they muſt change maſter to doe other- 
wiſe, ſince one could no more ſuffer 


tempeſt in his houſe, than on the top of | 
Olympns,or in that part of the ayre,which | 
Is above the windes and the ftorms : if 


any one would have his leave to be gone, 
hemuſt do an ill ation, to the endto 


obtain it ; to merit their affe&ion, they |. 


muſt have the love of God : All this re- | 
pole | 
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- poſe proceeded from the example of the 


maſters; ſo true it is,that the Lords make 
the vices or the vertues of their Subjects. 
Whar could one defire more to the 
happinefſe of this houſe, unleffe that it 
might be conſtant ? but ſcarce were two 
years fIid away in this ſo Innocent lite, 
but the brazen drum of the Sarazens 
troubled the contentments thercof. 4bde- 
rame King of thoſe Moores, which were 
paſſed out of Africk into Spain, promi- 
{ed nothing lefſe to his ambition, than 
the conqueſt of Exrope. The perfidiou(- 
nefſe of traytors, rather than his cou- 
rage, had already put him into pofſfſion 
of all theſe Provinces which are beyond 

the Pyrenees. | 
France was a dainty moricll for him, 
but he feared to find there other people 
than the Goths. He was not ignorant that 
there was yer of thoſe ancient Gauls, 
whoſe Anceftors,to the number of thirty 
Cavaliers, chafed ſometimes two thou- 
ſand Mooriſh Horſe, and conſtrained 
them to retire themſelves into Adrumet- 
ta, conſidering then that {in every Pro- 
vince he had whole Nations to conquer, 
and in one Frenchman many men to 
combat, he raiſed the moſt fearfull Army, 
that the Weſt had ever ſeen, That deluge 
of 
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of Souldiers ſtretched it ſelf from the 
Pyrenees even unto Toxrain, where the | 
invincible Charls Martel attended him, 
With twelve thouſand Horſe, and three- 
ſcore thouſand French Foot. The re- 
nown of ſo famous a battell, jcyned to 
the intereſt of all the North, led a great 
troop of Nobles to Martel; infomuch 
that the braveſt Warriours found as 
much glory to fight under this great 
Captain, as to gain vigorles by the con: 
duct of another. 

Sifroy, who was one of the moft put. 
fant Lords of Germany, was aſhamed to | 
ſleep in the boſome of his wife , whill 
that all the others thought of the pub-! 
lick ſafety, but he feund much refiftance| 
In the reſolution of Genevievs, and more} 
than one difficiilty to overcome, fincc 
there accompanied it ſomewhat of love: 
| and of fear, On one fide honour pricked, © 
him forward, on the other part he could 
Not reſolve himſelf co quit a good, which! 
he began onely to know;and for my part P® 
TI believe, that if God had not ſent 4' ſhe 
ſtrong inſpiration to Genevieva, to dif 
poſe her to the conſent of this voyagy, 
that the defire to conſerve his reputation 
would have been in danger to yield to), "<1 


the violence of his love ; notwichſtand- 
ing 
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ing when they were to part, it was then 
that theſe two lovers had need of their 
vertue.Let us paſſe quickly this grievous 
encounter, for fear to drown ns in the 
tears which they ſhed, 

The apparell of Warre being prepa- 
red, and theday of departure come, the 
Count called all his Domeſticks, and 
after having recommended unto them 
the obedience, and the right due co his 
dear wife, he takes his favourite by the 
hand, and then adilreſſing his ſpeech to 
Genevieva, he ſaith unto her : My Girl, 
bebold Golo, to whom T leave the care of yuxr 
contentment ; the experience Which I have of 
bis fidelity makes me hope that the grief of my 
abſence ſhall he in ſome manner moderated by 
the confidence you may take of his ſervice, I ſay 
no other thing unts you, as unto bis recommen- 
dation, but that after me you may exped} moye 
comfort from him, than from any perſon of the 
world, and therefore I deſire you to cheriſh bim 
in my conſideration. Art theſe words the 
poore Genevieva ſownds, they raiſed her, 
ſhe falls again three cimes-all the fervants 
ſought out remedies to call again ber 
foul, which ſeemed to fly for fear, to 
ſee the departure of Sifroy, ar perhaps to 
remain under the conduQ of Golo. The 
C Count 
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Count who had obſerved a notable 
change in the countenance of his wife, 
when he recommended to her the fide- 
lity of his Favourite, lifts up his eyes, 
and faith theſe words: Tt is to you onely 
Queen of heaven, glorious mother of my $4- 
viour, that I leave the care of my dear Genes 
vieva. Go Sifroy, go bolily where honour calls 
thee; fear not that there will arrive any d1ſ- 
grace to that of ti.y wife ; Thou canſt not put 
ber into ſurer avid jithfuller hands than thoſe 
where thou leaveſt ber. 

OMy God, how little refje&ion hath 
the heart of man, and his ſpirit, pru- 
dence, to diicover the malice thereof! is 
there any thing more Important, than 
the choice of friends, and of good ſer-, 
vants; and yet there is nothing in the 
world wherein we are more cafily and 
dangerouſly deceived. O how our Pala- 
tine tailed groffely in the opinion which 
he had of Gols : Genevieva is not a wife of 

Potiphar., but Golo is not alſo a Foſeph; his 
ſhamefull and abominable praiſes wil 
{oon make appear the rreachery of hi 
{oul. 

Let us accompany our VVarriour to 
the Army, where he was very well rect 
ved of the great Martell, I think it not 
from 


words, Exped net that Tpo to ſeek in the Re- 
' C 2 
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from our purpoſe to deſcribe the combat 
thatSifroy encounter'd,to the end to trece 
a light Image of that w<Þ our couragious 
Princeſs ſuſtained ac the ſame time. We 
have ſaid thatCharlsMartel attended Abde- 
rame near unto Tours, where a fair Campa- 
nia ſeemed tooffzr him the field of his vi- 
tories. Having underſtood that the ene- 
my had put his men in order, he diſpot.d 
of his in ſuch ſort as they had the river of 
Loire, andthat of Cher at their back, and 
four hundred thouſand Moors in front 
of them. To oblige them to Conquer, he 
ordered the inhabitants of Tours to open 
the Ports anely to the Conquerour ; and 
to take away all hope of flight, he placed 
on the wings of his Army five or fix hun- 
dread of his braveſt Cavaliers, with ex- 
prefſe commandement to cut the throats 
of the firſt that forſook his rank,or that 
put theafſurance of his ſafety otherwiſe 
than in his arms; after his Battlia was or- 
dered, he ſpake thus-to his Souldlers : 
Companions, T ſee well that the ardent de- 
fire which preſſetb you to fight, will hinder me 
to make you @ long Diſcourſe, beſides I think 
:t wineceſſary, ſeeing that you are better diſ- 
poſed to dee good a7 ions, than T to utter fair 


cords 
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cords of thepaſſed ages examples of reaſon, 1 
have alwayes known , that you love better to 
gzve it 10 your Nephews, than totake it of your 
Anceſtors. And then though we ſhould be re- 
ſelved ts be inſenſible of our Intereſts,and that 
the ruine of our houſes, the Sack of Towns, 
the Deſola'ions of Provinces, the plaints of our 
children, and the honour of cur wives ſhould 


not carry us tothe deſire of revenge ; the anju- | 


ry that they do unte God, and to our Religion 
ſhould be a ſufficient motive to induce us to pu- 
niſþ the fury of theſe Barbarians, who come 


from ſo far tT bring you Palms. I will never | 


have ſo ill opinion of your Piety , as to be- 
lieve you would come to deſpiſe that God, 


whieh you have adored; that Religion which | 
you have conſerved , thoſe Saints which you | 
have honoured, tho ſe Churches which you have | 
built, and thoſe Altars which you have erett- 


ed. It cannot be,that you whe are ready to car- 
ry your faith into the midſt of Barbary ſhould 
permit the impiety of theſe Moors to tread un- 
der foot what ſhe poſſeſſes moſt ſacred in the 
boſome of your country, and as it were before 


- your eyes. But I conſider not that my diſcourſe 


hath already ſaved the life of twenty thouſand 
of thoſe cowards, and hindered that half of the 
victory #5 not on our fide. Go then, combat be- 
fore the eyes of Saint Martin, whoſe quarrel 
| you 
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you ſuftain this day, and remember , that you 
are French, who/e glory ſhould have no other 
limits, bnt thoſe of the world. 

The inapaticnce of the French permit- 
ted him not to ſpeak longer; Beſides 
would he not overwarm this ardour ca- 
pable to conquer all when it is well or- 
dered, and which nothing can hurt but 
its excefſe, Bchold then our Lions, who 
plerced into the great Multitude of 
the Sarazines. Hudes with his Gaſcons afſ- 
{aulted the baggage by the command of 
Martell, who judged that the cry of wo- 
men and children would cauſe trouble in 
the Army of Abderame. The Event de- 
ceived not his expeQation, for affoon as 
the cerrour fell amongſt theſe people , 
there was nothing heard but fighs, nor 
ſeen but bloud and ſlaughter. 

Our French maſſacred. all what the 
flight drew not from under their victori- 
ous Arms, and to fay in a word they 
carried away the moſt glorious Victory 
that ever any one heard ſpeak of, the Sa- 
rdzines leaving upon the place, three hun= 
dred fixty and five thouſand dead, with 
their Chief, which coſt but the loſſe of 
hve hundred men. The reft of the Moors 
rallied themſelves under Aucupa, one of 
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their Kings, who ſecured , himſelf at 
Avignon. Our great Charles willing 
to leave the marks of his Piety and 


ot the hom:ge he did unto heaven for 


this Vidory , built a Chappell , which 
they named De bello, and tince by cor- 
ruption, the Chappell of Saint Martin 
the tair. It was very reaſonable to honor 
the valor of the Princes,and of the Lords 
with ſome mark of glory,as the courage 
of the Souldiers had found its recom- 
pence in the booty. 

Afcer this happy journey, they pre- 
ſented unto Martel a great number of 
Gennets, which are little black animals, 
covered with red ſpots. Willing to make 
them ſerve for Monument and Trophie 
of his victory, he inſtituted the order of 
the Gennet, which was three links or 
rings of gold diſtinguiſhed from ſo ma- 
ny Roſes, which our ancient Gauls put 
In the buckler of the God Mars. At the 
chain hung a Gennet in the collar of 
France ſowed with Lillies, which repo- 
{ed it ſelf upon a green flowery turf. The 
number of the Knights were ſtxteen, a- 
mongſt which Sifroy held one of the 
principall ranks, as he who had not gi- 


ven place to any in this occaſion. The 


head 
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head of this prodigious ſerpent , which 
had drawn his Sonldiers throuh France, 
was broken by our Martell, but the tail 
moves yct a little. Theretorc he detigns 
to follow Aucupa into Avignon. Our Pa- 
latine, who would not go away with the 
half of his glory,and who ſaw himſelt ob- 
liged by ſo honeſt acknowledgements to 
purſue the perfcftion thereof, deligned to 
accompany the Army at this enterprile; 
not promiſing himſelt ſo focn the end 
thercof, he ſent to viſit Genevieva by one 
of his Gentlemen, who carried her the 
collar of his order, with this Letter. 
Madame . ſince the time that Iparted ſrom 
you, if I would believe my impatience, I ſhculd 
complain not to have lived ſince the conſiderd- 
tion of bnour brought ſo hard a conſtraint to 
the liberty of my contentments. Andto ſay true, 
paſſed felicities being but preſent miſeries, 1 
cannot think of the happineſſe which. Thave 
poſſeſſed, without confeſſing my ſelf the moſt 
miſerable of all thoſe that live upon the earth. 
What ? thtnk yoa that my ſpirit Iaboureth a- 
mongfage haxzards of War , ſo much for a 
thouſand dangers which may environ me, as for 
the apprehenſion that I have to enjoy no more 


 Yeur dear company. If the aſſmrance which I 


have of living in your memory,& in the tender- 
| 4. eſt 
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eftpart of your heart, flattered not my grief. it 
w.uld long ſince hove been miſtris of my ſenſes, 
andhave found no more remedy ift all my rea- 
fon. It isthis confidence which hath condufted - 
me unto the places were death ſeems to be as 
certain, as life is there little aſured. For'T 
would fain have you know my Girl, that the 
ſtrongeſt motive that caſt me into the hazzards 
was this,Theu liveſt in the boſome of thy Ge- 
nevi. va,who ſhould be ſo cruel, as to offend that 
fair and innocent breaſt, to procure thee evil? no, 
there is no barbarify hath ſo much cruelty to 
commit ſo hainous a finne : and dcath it (elf, 
as blind as ſhe is, hath too much knowledge to 
have {o little diſcretion, She hath made appear, 
zn giving me no wound, that ſhe apprehended to 
procure prief unto you. Banifh then on your part, 
thoſe vain apprehenfions which love puts ordi- 
narily into the. ſpirit of thoſe that love. Lan- 
froy will tell youthe good fortune of our Arms, 
and the juſt reaſon that hinders me from ſeeing 
you: ahove.all,may dear girl, I conjure you to wipe 
off yo ur tears, and to ftop your ſighs, which come 
from ſo far to ſeck me ; otherwiſe I ſhall not be- 
lieve that you would take any part in my goed 
fortune , if you divide not the contentments 
Sthereof with me.To the end you may have ſome 
cauſe to be pacified,T offer you the preſent, with 
which it hath pleaſed our invincible Generall to 

| : | honour 
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honour my courage, andthe emulation Thad to 
do well. I knew not to preſent jt to any body, ſo 
dear unto me as your ſeif,if you receive it with 
the good will whith Ipromiſe me, I ſhall draw 
from thente as much ſatisfattion, as if they 
ſhould ere? ſtatues to my valour, and as if all 
the mouths of fame were imployed , but to 
ſpeak of my merit, this is the efteem that 1 
defire yon to have of my adffettion, adiew my 
Girl, and conſerve me the faireſt life of 
this age. 

Leave we Sifroy to depart for Provence, 
and come we to find the Countefſe with 
Landfroy, who was not long on his way 
before he was with her. V Vhen one came 
to tel] her, that there was a Gentleman 
arrived from her husbang, ſhe was walk- 
ing in the windings of a Labyrinth to 
looſe there her ſorrows,or at leaft wile to 
charm the troubles thereof. Lanfroy was 
by misfortune habitcd in black chat day, 
which made Genevieva to ſownd affoon 
as he appeared : bur having obſerved by - 
his countenance and geſture the teftimo- 
nies of joy,rather than the marks of ſad- 
nefle, ſhe demanded of him with a trem- 
bling voice how Sifroy did. After that the 
Gentleman hid made an humble reve- 
ence, he preſented his packer : Madame, 

$2 0 | behold 
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behold the Letters'that will ſpeak it with 
a better grace than I. Having opened 
them, ſhe withdrew her (elf a little into 
an Alley, and read them two or three 
times,ſtopping very long on every word; 
notwithſtanding her joy was not entire, 
conſidering, that her Palatine was abſent. 
The curioſity of a thouſand demands 
preſented ic {elt ro her ſpirit, ſhe called 
Lenfroy, who by her commandment told 
her that his Maſter was at Towrs,upon the 
point to go unto Avignon, to beltege the 
reſt of the Sarazines, who were retired 
thtiher, and from thence to Narbona, a- 
gainſt Anthime, who held thar ſtrong 
place. All this diſcourſepleaſed not much 
ths Conntetie, who judged well that theſe 
ſi:ges of Towns would detain her hufſ- 
band long time:laſtly,having underſtood 
that they fearcd yer the coming of ano- 
ther King named Amorys, who brought - | 
ſiccours to his Nation, ſhe ſaw well that | 
the return of Sifroy was not to be hoped 
ull the following year, whick made her 
reſolve to diſpatch unto him his Gentle- . 
man ſome dayes after with this anſwer. 
«Siri the Letter which you writ unto 
<© me. gave conſolation to my evils, I will 
<ave no other witnes therot but he who 
rendered 
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& rendered it me ; but if it hath cauſed me 
© new apprehenſions, there 1s nothing 
«© but my love that can tell it you.Surely, 
£25 1 defire your return beyond all things 
© {o the afſurance which I have of your 
*retardment, cauſeth me as true griets,as 
your return gives me vain joyes, WasI1t 
©< not enough to conceal me the time that 
© might make me hope, withour telling 
*© me that] muſt be miſerable a full whole 
«year and thatT ſhall fee you only, when 
« you have vanquiſhed an Hydra that 
« ſprings up again every day?alas, it may 
« bethat my miſeries ſhall not go on lo 
«far, and that this time ſhall be longer 
«than my life. VVhen the firſt news of 
«that great defeat was brought unto us, 
« and that the bloud thereot was come 
© almoſt to flowat the foot of our houſe, 
« Icould not exprefſe unto you howma=« 
* ny fears aſſailed my ſpirit, and with 
« how many diſtreſſes my heart was ſeiſ- 
«ed. I heard continually my thoughts 
** thar ſaid unto me, Genevieva,belicveſt 
thou that death hath ſpared thy Pala- 
* tine amongſt ſo many thouſand men as 
© her fury hath devoured?if her blindueſs 
*takes from her all knowledge, and 
*leaves her notany diſcretion, thou haſt 
_no 
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*no cauſe to hope that ſhe hath conſer- 
«<yed a life which was unknown unto 
«her. That tempeſt is paſſed, that ſtorm 
«ts diflpated, and you caft me into new 
« deipairs! Oh that you would appre- 
«henda little that which expoſes mean 
© hundred times a day , to the hazard of 
*being a widow! conſider my dear $i- 
& froy, that fortune hath no means more 
© ordinary to make her favours appear, 
& than their little continuance: her con- 
« ſtancy not able to be affured, ſhe ſhould 
* befulpeRted of you. VVhat know you, 
« if the glory of theſc honours which 
«ſhe preſents you, is not of the nature of 
© thole fires, tharx ſhine not, but to lead 
* into precipice?Oh how mach better it 
© had been that it had left your courage 
© without recompence, than to offer it 
©< new motives to deftroy it ſelf. lam not 
© zgnorant of the juſtice of your Arms, 
« 2nd that heaven is obliged to make 
© them proſper, if it will maintain its 
« own quarrel], bur who knowsnot al- 
« fo,that very often it makes us encoun- 
© ter our enetnies, to the end to break us, 
© fecking in our loffes, either the revenge 
© of qur finnes, or the merit of our pa- 
© tience, 1 do not ;oppole my :ſelt obſti- 
nately 
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« nately againſt that which the will of 
«God ſeeks from our obedience; not- 
« withſtanding whilſt chat it ſhall not be 
© known unto me, 'reaſon will that I 
© have care of your ſafety, not willing to 
< forget mine own. Not to lye, if your 
abſence were more profitable ro the ſer- 
* vice of God than it is dammageable to 
© my repoſe, 1 would make all my Inte- 
*eſts give place unto his, and would not 
* defire onely to be happy at the leaſt dif- 
* advantage of his glory, but now that 
* France is propped with an Arm, upon 
© which all the Crowns of the. earth 
*-might repoſe the care of their conſerva- 
*tion, can I permit you to encreaſe its 
* aflurance without being Accomplice of 
*the evill which you do me? If I ſhould 
© conſent thus to mine own misfortune, 
*y0u have too much knowledge of your 
© merit, not to cſteem me unworthy of 
* your amity; and without doubt you 
* would accuſe my jidgement,if 1 had fo 
little wiſdome.Ff&m me not ignorant, 
*as to this pointe, forT know that whole 
*Rivers of the enemies bloodare not 
* worth one drop of yours and that ir 
* ſhould not be defirable, although ic 
© might be profitable, to finifh che i - 
0 
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<< of all theſe Barbarians by the leaſt ha- 
©zard of your perſon. This thought 
© makes me to hepe, that you will guard 
© your ſelf from your own courage, 
* which is the moſt redoubrable of your 
© enemies,for fear to expoſe may be three 
*perſons to the ſame death. But if you 
© have reſolved to ſeek all the occafions 
*ro dyeatrend at leaft,rill this little crea- 
© ture, which I believe to carry in my 

© womb, beout of the danger to make | 
«thereof its ſepulchre. 

Grief had begun this Letter, grief fi- 
niſheth ir. Our Palatine was already at 
the ſiege of Avignon, when he received it. 
To tell you the trouble, that the Jaſt 
words of his wite caft into his ſoul, | 
would be the occupation of ſome one | 
thatjſeeks our ſuch matters; I would do | 
it notwithſtanding, H it were not time | 
to diſcourſe unto you the moſt wicked, 
and moſt infamous treaſon that could | 
fall into the ſpirit of a ſervant; 

Golo, unto whom Sifroy had given more | 
authority than rhe. ſaver of Egypt recei- | 
ved from his Maſter, had alwayes looked | 
upon Genevieva with the reſpe& which he | 
owed to her vertue, whilſt chat the Count | 


remaiucd with her, They ſay that the Di- | 
| amond | 
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amond hinders the ation of the Load- 
None upon the Iron, Ut ir be put between 


both; ir is true,perhaps, that Golo had ne- 
ver a thought againſt his daty in the pre- 
ſence of his maſter, were it that he appre- 
hended the puniſhment of his infidelity, 
or that he believed his wite would ne- 
ver divide her heart, having bctore her 
eyes him that wholy poſſeſſed it. This 
Lady had beauty enough to be beloved, 
but ſhe had too much honeſty ro permir 
it. This was the cauſe,that the Traitor 
Golo conccaled his fire for ſome rime; but 


at laſt he could not burn with more diſ- 


cretion then the Laurel does;he fighed,he 
complained, he would tain declare the e- 
vill that he ſuffered; yer not daring to 
hope the remedy thereof, he believed his 
words: would be loſt, and his fortune ha- 
zarded , ſhould he ſay that which -he 
ought to conceale : His thoughts com- 
batted long time with his paſſion, and 
perhaps it had been vanquiſhed, if it had 
not beeg ayded with the preſence of. its 
objeft. Little Flie, you will burn your 
ſelf, if you keep not from this light, 
whoſe luſtre wiil be as fatall to you, as 
that ofaComet, 


What © 
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What will our intendent dae, be- 
come {lave to the filthieſt of all the paſſi- 
ons? Hetakes courage,and reſolves him- 
ſelfro diſcover his flames to her, who was 
the innocent cauſe thereof. He goes in- 
to the Countefſe chamber ; but as ſoon 
as he perceived her modeſty, his temerity 
expe&s a refuſe and reproaches. This 
ficſt eſſay not ſeeming ſeaſonable, here- 
mirs the defigne thereof to another en- 
counter. At laſt, behold the occaſion 
thar he takes to diſcover his defires. The 
Connteſle had entertained a Painter, to 
work in the Gallerizs of her Pallace : a- 
moneſt the works that he made, the Tab- 
let of Genevieva was not the leaſt; and ic 
could not be deformed , being the por- 
trait of ſo fair athing; as one day the 
Counteſle beheld it, ſhe called Goo, and 
asked him his judgement of thac piece; 
he who looked for an opportunity to de- 
clare his paſſion, was very glad to meet 
with this, and feeing that the fſeryants, 
and gentlewomen were too far diſtant to 
hear him, He fſaich unto her, Truly Ma- 
dame, If ere the pencill bath hit right , it is in 
this ſubje; there is no beauty bow excellent 
foever it be, that comes neer this Image, and 
for imy part, T think to have eyes is ſufficient to 
looſe 
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_ * abeart. In fpeaking thus, he had al ways his 


fight fixed upon Genevieva, witneſſing by 
his fighs and Ilaſcivious looks, that he had 
paſſion for ſomething elſc, than for the 
colours. Our chaſte Counteſle perceived 
it well, notwithſtanding the fear to ap- 
pear too ſubtile, raade her difſemble ro 
comprehend that which ſhe could not be 
ignorant of, This modeGy fſerv'd as fire 
toa man all moulded of bitzmen ; belie- 
ving then that his diſcourſe was too 
clear not to be underſtood, and the mo- 
deſty of his miſtris too preat, not t o be 
affefed, he thus continued what he had 
ſo ill begun. But Mademe , if your bare 
piure gives love te thoſe that ow unto you re- 
ſpe&,would you net pardon a perſon that would 
adore the Prototype thereof ?without doubt your 
bequty is too perſet tobe (0 cruell, and fo un- 
juſt as to deſire to command a paſſion, which 
the Gods heve obeyed. This is to ſpeak like 
an Idolater(replyed the Counteſle) theſe 
Divinirfes being feigned,their love is no 
thing elfe but a fable. At leaſt it cannot be 
denied (replycd the Intendant) that theſe 
fi ions may not expreſſe my true affeStons. 
Youlove then Golo ? Yes Madame, and the 
moſt beautifull perſon of the world. Truly I 
would fain know her that hath-given 
D you 
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you this innocent affc&ion, I would ad. 
vance witall my power your c6tentment, 


& it your defign be fixed upon any one of 


thoſe whom I may command, Iwould en- 
devor to render your ſuit as acceptable to 
her as it 1s advantagious. Genevevd,your 
{weetnes ha's too much coplacence, it you 
would bea little mote f{everc, you would 
be lefſe unfortunate. ] leave you to think, 
it our Intendanthhad his hed in the ſtars, 
taking the wiſe diliimulation of his mi- 
ſtris for a ſecret conſent. It was then that 
he ſhewed his vitage more openly, and 
that his ſighs made the half of this evi] 
diſcourſe. Madame I ſee nothing amiable but 
you, they are your attraions which habe van- 


quiſhed the conſtancy that 1 oppoſed to my feli- | 
city ; but ſince that I know your anſwers favour | 
my defignes, I cannot be unforunate, if The nit | 


fooliſh. A clap of thunder had ſtrucken 
Genevieva with lefſe aſtoniſhment; then 


theſe words,notwithſtanding being come ; 


again to the liberty of ſpeech, her chol- 


| Jer and indignation, Tepreſented to him 


theſhame of his infidelicy,with ſuch ſharp 
reproaches, that if he had not had much 
paſſion, without doubt he had never had 
unpudence. | © 3 NICE 

« How, miſerable wretched ſervant; . 


*« faith ſhe, do you acquit your ſelf thus | 
0 
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« of the fidelity which you promiſed 
© to your Maſter ? dare you look upon a 
&* rerſon, who bath as much horrour of 
&« your crime, as deſire to puniſh it, it re- 
«rentance do not make you wiſe?the dif> 
& mulation which I uſed, was it not an 
&« advertiſement to your raſhneſfe, that I 
< would not hear it? take heed you never 
«more offer me any ſuch diſcourſe,it you 
«He but as much carefull of your good,as 
© }iccle of your duty. I have the means to 
*©make you repent your folly. Indignati- 
on and deſpight hindered the reſt of her 
diſcourte. 

What wil Golo ſay?it is no time to ſpeak; 
and then he ſees that the ſervants perceive 
the Counteſs was moved, perſwading 
bimſelfthat another occaſion would ren- 
der her more favourable to his purſuits, 
heremits them w*Þ an anſwer that draws 
him out of the ſuſpition of the ſervants, 
and which excuſes him to his Miftris. 

Madame (replyed this fox) if there be 
any fault inthat which you reproach me of, it 
is pardonable, being not voluntary : I hope to 
make ſuch ſatisfaction to the perſon that Thave 
offended, that if ſhe be reaſonable ſhe will be 
angry ro more. Thoſe who heard theſe 
words, having not conceived what the 
D 2 Princeſle 
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had {aid, believed that the Intendant, > 
man chollerick and brutiſh , had wrong- 
ed ſome one of the houſe,and that he pro- 
mif.d'to fatisfie the complaints that had 
been made againſt him : this encounter 
paſſed in this manner ; but Golo, who had 
not valued his conqueſt,it it had been eaſy 
redoubles his paſſion, & eſteems the good 
fortune to enjoy her by the difficulty 
to acquire her. He thinks , he medi- 
tatcs the meanes to attain to the end on'r, 
At laſt behold the moſt unjuſt, the moft 
ſhamefull,and moſt criminal thuught that 
could fall into the mind of a wicked fer- 


vant. There was a Cook in the houk; | 


who had gained the good opinion of the 
Counteſle by his vertue, (that was the 
onely artifice and magick they muſt uſe 


to pollefſe her heart and her affe&ion )the | 


Intendant having known ic ſufficiently 
with the other domeſticks , reſolves 
to make once more his ſhamefull de- 
mands; and in caſe that he ſhould be re- 
fuſed, to render the chaſtity of Genevie- 
va ſuſpeed unto him, who oughted not 


doubt thereof. Her being with child fer- 


ved for a pretence to his malice, and 
the envy, which the other ſervants bareto 


this poore Cook, promiſed an caſte 7 
lie 


| 
| 


The Illuftrious Innocence. 37 


lief to his calumny. One evening after 
Supper, that the coolnefſe of the time 
inviced the Princefle to come tor th, as ſhe 
walked in an aibour ſeparate from her 
maids, Golo feigning to have tome affair 
to communicate to her, approached her, 
and after many words.dartcd out a dil- 
courſe, to ſound the bottome, and to be 
the ſpies of the Combat, that he prepa- 
ried againſt her chaſtity; after having pur 
himſelf into a thouſand pcſturcs, and ta- 
ken an infimity of countenances , after 
having alleadged all the ill reaſons of his 
paſſion, heendced thus. 

This diſcourſe, Madame, is not to conſtraine 
you to love me againſt your inclination , but on- 
ly to perſwade you to one laſt requeſt, which 1 
make unto you, to advance my death with this 
weapon , fince your Tigour permits not my 
conſtancy to hope what my love meriteth ; this 
ſhall be to oblige me by a ſignal favour, to make 
me die in another faſhion than ſlowly. - When 

he held this diſcourſe, he preſented her a 
Ponyard : If the Princefle interrupted 
not the importunities of this perfidious 
man, it was anger that hindered her;for 
afſoon as ſhe could do it, commanding 
her juſt paſſion not to break our, ſhe re- 


3 plyes 
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plycs unto him : Golo, T believed, that my 
mildneſſe weuld have correfted your preſumpti- 
- on, and that it was enough to bave ſhown you, 
that your purſuit was too ſhamefull , not to 
be vain ; but ſeeing my goodneſſe is unprofi- 
table unto yon, I declare unto you, that if ever 
you be ſo bold to open your mouth tothe like 
purpoſe, my husband ſhall be advertiſed there- 
of. Qh Genevieva what have you ſaid?this 
word will coſt you but your life, if the 
credulities of Szfroy ſecond the artifices 
of Gols, why would you not do it with- 
ut telling him it ? you ſhow well that 
your freenefſe hath more of candour than 
your prudence hath of condu&. My dear 
Reader, it is now that you come to ſee 
Innocence ſuffer, learn from hence how 
to ſuffer with a good grace; The Hiſtory 
that I come to deſcribe is capable to plive 
both the example and the motives there- 
of. Our Intendant provoked with this 
refuſall, retires himſelf full of rage and 
fury ; this thunder will ſoon break out 
into a furious temp. ſt. Some few dayes 
after Golo called two or three of thoſe 
that he could beſt truſt in the houſe, and 
then having made three or four tears to 
fide from his trayterous eyes, he ſaiq un- 
to them fighing. | 

| | My 
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| My friends, I cannot expreſſe unto you with 
how much diſpleaſure I am conſtrain?d to dif- 
cover unto you a thing, which I have hidden 
from you as long time as T bave hoped amend- 
ment in the deplorable ſubje of this diſcourſe. 
. Aud truly, if the particular fin of our unfortu- 
nate miſtris, pafſed not into a publick ſcanaall, 
and that her ſhame darkned not the glory cf her 
husband, I ſhould permit my ſilence to conceal 
the crime of Genevicva, for fear to publiſh 
the diſhoncurof Sitroy. I am aſhamed to tell 
you that which 1 think, but what means are 
there to hide a thing from you, of which your 
ezes are witneſſes. Thoſe who have not ſeen 
the careſſes of Genevieva in the behalf of that 
miſerable varlet, may be ignorant of their cun- 
ning : thoſe, who have not heard their diſcourſe, 
may doubt of their evil praftiſe; thoſe, who 
bave not perceived their filthy ations, may e- 
ſteem them innocent ; but alas who can do 
it ? the ſubtilty of their words,the gentleneſſe 
of their glances, the liberty of their afions, 
and ber pregnancy, are the voices that tell us 
too loud our misfortune. For me, on the fide- 
lity of whom my Maſter hath repsſed the care 
of his wife, as T had more obligation to watch 0- 
ver her deportments, ſo have T feen the things 
which I would fain have to be falſe, to unbe- 
leve them, Trayterous and perfidious.Slave! is 
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it thus,that thou covert thy deceit-with 
pretence of devotion ? is It thus that 
thou hideſt thy Magick under the fair 
ſemblance of a ſtudicd piety ? T ſpeak this 
(my friends) becauſe it is miſerable for me to 


think, that my Lady ſhould abaſe her eyes upon. 


this beggar, if they were not blinded with the 
force of ſome charm.1 thought it fit to take your 
adviſe upon (0 il an affair, to the end to con- 
ceal the infamy of this houſe as much as it may 
be poſſible for us. For my part T believe that 
it is fit toput this miſerable Cook into a priſon 
till the rgturn of our Maſter, and becauſe that 
my Lady may enlarge him being free, it will 
not be unfeaſonable to make her keep her cham- 
ber, with the ſweeteſt uſage that an offender 
may hope for, in the mean time I will give ad- 
vertilement ts #ry Lord of the diligence that you 
ſball have contributed to his affairs. | 
All this fair Oration was not to per- 
{wade thofe who were already prepoſleſ- 
ſed of the Innocence of the Counteſſe,but 
only to keep'fore appearance of form in 
a manifeſt injuſtice. Behold the reſoluci- 
on then taken againſt theſe two innocent 
vitimes. One morning that Genevieva 
was yet in bed, Got called the Cook,and 
with theſe words which had this in com- 
mon with the thunder, that they grum- 


bled 
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bled not but to dart lightning, reproach- 
{| ed him that he had put an amorous poy- 
| ſon into the Princefſcs meat, by means 
whereof he had diſpoſed both of her will 
and of her perſon. It was in vain forthe 
poore Dropan to proteſt that he was in- 
nocent, to call heaven and earth to wit- 
neſſe of his deportments, andof the ho- 
neſty of his miſtris;he muſt paſſe the Wic- 
ket,and do a long penitence for the fin of 
Golo, having no other conſolation in 
his griefs, but the tears that he ſhed day 
and night in his prifon. It was a thing 
worthy of compaſſion, when this miſ- 
chicvous Impoſtor went into the cham- 
ber- of Genevieva to make her the evil dif- 
courſe, which had rendered Dropan cul- 
pable. Truly the holy Lady had need of 
all her vertue in this encounter, yet her 
patience efcaped her alittle, but as there 
was not any creature that was not Go- 
bs, fo was there not one that hearkened 
ro her plaints, or was moved with her 
mifery. They took her and led her into a 
Tower, from whenceſhe might hear e- 
nough the pitifull cryes of Drogan, bat 
not comfort his evils. To exprefle the 
regrets of Genevieva, one muſt be touch- 
ed with the ſame reſentments,and for my 
; D part 
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part] love better that you ſhould meditate 
them, than to expreſle themill. So many 
regrets might kill awoman eight months 
great with child, it God hadnort taken a 
particular care of her ; all the conlolati- 
on ſhe had amongſt ſo manydiſtreſles was 
that heaven could nor leave this injury 
unpuniſhed, without d:claring it ſelf Ac- 
complice thereof. Indeavouring ſome- 
Limes to make her ſighs break p1iſon, ſhe 
complained amorouſlly in this manner. 
Alas my God) is it poſſible thou ſhouldſt per- 
writ the evils that I ſuffer, having a perfet} 
knowledge of their extremity; what have I 
done unto thee to make me the ſad ſubject of ſo 
many dolors? the petty ſervices that I indeavou- 
red to rend-r to thee, made me hope a better 
fortune, and T ſee now, that either thou 
puniſbeſt rigorouſly their defes, or that 
thou diſdaineſt to acknowledpe their merit. But 
my moſt pitiſull Father, baſt thou no puniſh- 
ment more ſweet andleſſe ſhamefull ? the luſſe 
of my riches, was it not capable to make the 
proof of my patience ; and to puniſh the re- 
volts of my heart ? could nat fickneſſe expiate 
?My offences? the death of my kindred and 
friends, and my own, would. this be too little 
a thing to try my fidelity ? Oh how thu would+ 
eſt have obliged me if thy juſtice could have 
pj been 
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| been contented with that:but alas ! that which 
| Thave (aid, are blefings which I may deſire, 
| if Icompare them to the evils that I ſuffer. I 
| bouldnot loſe enough, if Tmight not I:ſe what 


7s impoſſible for me to recover without miracle. 
This favour would be very neceſſary unto me, 
T crave it not for all that, provided that this 
mnocent that I carry be not oppreſſed under my 
ruine, I conſent that thou ſhouldeſt permit 
it. Let them hide me in the darkneſſe of a 
priſon, but let him ſee the light of the day, and 
that of thy grace, let them beat me, but let not 
the blows lipht upon him, let them ſlander me, 
but let not the blame ſtick on him. Let them 
kill me, but let bim live. I may hope of thy 
mercy that one day they ſhall acknowledge , 
his mother was miſerable, but innocent, afli?- 
edbut without ſinne , calumniated but with- 
out cauſe, condemned but without crime. My 
aſbes ſhall receive this ſatisfaQion from my e- 
nemies , and my ſoul ſhall be content there- 
with. If thou permit me to expe this from 
thygoodneſſe. I will not languiſh without ſume 
kind of pleaſure, and ſhall reſt content to drown 
n my tears, rather than barn with a fire which 


bad been diſpleaſing unto thee. 

It was thus that the poore Innocent 
hghed night and day, without hoping 
any comfort but from heaven; for to ex- 


pet 
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pe it from men, had been but to help to 
deceive her ſelf, and to feek for illuſions. 
No body put foot into this Tower, Golo 
was the Dragon that kept this treaſure, 
where he had alwayes his heart: he went 
ofcen to ſce Genevieva, who received more 
paine and diſpleaſure from his impor- 
tunitics, than from the evills which he 
wade her to endure. But if he had before 
tound reſiftance in his deftynes , he mer 
here now with impofſibilitie. The Coun- 
teſſe diſſembles no more, her ſweetneffe 
1s turned into a juſt indignation. If Golo 
thinks to flatter her, ſhe reviles him; if 
he makes her promiſes ſhe deſpiſes them; 
if he will approach her ſhe flies, if he 
rouches her, ſhe cryes out. One time he 
ſaid unto her, that the means fo cover her 
ſhame, was to permit him that,which a wretch< 
ed Cook bad ebtained at bis pleaſure. At theſe 
words the Countefſe could no more 
command her choller, than ſatisfie the 
revenge that it inſpired into her. © Per- 

&© fidious traytor (ſaid (he) art thou not 

<& content to have rendered me miſerable, 

. © without defiring to make me an adul- 

© rerefſe? hitherto I have not behel\{ thee 
«but as a wicked man, but now I take 


c© thee for a cruel tyrant. Finiſh perfhdious 
| - Mall 
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& man, finiſh thy craeltics , chaſtitry hath 
« her martyrs; [ refuſe not co be of chem, 
© for to expett that permit thee othec 
<« thing than to kill me, ts to looſe thy 
< time and thy pains. 

This wretch conſidering that his Mi- 
irefſe had too much virtue to ſin, indea- 
vours to cover his crime, under thepre- 
text of marriage : He made therefore a 
report flic abroad, that the Palatine ha- 
ving embarked himſelf at Sea for his re- 
turn, had theremade ſhipwrack, and fo 
periſhed. Upon this news, he forged ler- 
cers, Which he made to ſlide into the 
hands of Genevieva, to the end to diſpoſe 
her to his ſuit by the aſſurance of her huſ- 
bands death. But the holy mother of 
God diſcovers this artifice, which ani- 
_ mated theCounteſle with ſuch a deſpight, 
that the Intendant no ſooner made unto 
her the overture of his marriage, but ſhe 
fent him away w*b a box, this artifice ſuc- 


ceeding not to himyhe had recourſe to his 


nurſe, who neyer did a worſe a&ttan,than 
in giving him the breſt; the fidelity of this 
woman, Gols made uſe of ro earry neceſi- 
 fartes to Genevzeva; He conjures her to 
2ain him the heart of the Princefle,and to 
iweeten her ſpirit by all the artifices that 
ihe 
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{he could deviſe; he hopes eaſily to be 
able to beguile a woman, by the ſame 
mezns that the devill uſed againſt a man. 
But ſurcly he deceives himſelf,tor he finds 
that Genevievd is a rock; if the windes 
beat it, it Is to faſten it; if the waves 
ſtrike it, it is topoliſhit; nor threat- 
ning,nor flatery,nor ſweetnes,nor cruel- 
ty,nor violence, nor ſubtilty could pre- 
vaile any thing againſt a ſoul ſo full of 


vertuUe. 


During all theſe deviſes, the term of 


Genevieva's lying in arrived : alas! may 1 
ſay that a Princefſe was conſtrained to be 
her own Midwife? ſhould I ſay that in 
this neceſſity , where the beaſts have need 
of aſſiſtance, the wife of a powerſull Pa- 
latine was abandoned of all ſuccour ? ve- 
rily he muſt be of ſome other matter then 
marble, to deny tears to ſo extream ami- 
ſery. Bchold then our holy Counteffe in 
the tranſes of child-bearing, behold her 
ſon in her own hands; who could hear 
this, w*Þ ſhe ſaith unto it without pity ? 
certainly it would not be more eaſe to ſee 
her without tears, then without eyes. 
Alas, my poore infant,how many ſor- 
rows hath thy innocence cauſed me! oh 
_how many evils will my miſeries make 
thee 
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thee ſuffer !. fearing that the neceſlitie of 
af things, and the incommodities of the 
place,, might make him die our of the 
grace of God, ſhe baptiſed it. BoJdly, 
Genevieva,'call your ſon Benoni,or Triſtan, 
he muſt carry the name of his Godmo- 
ther, fince God, who is his Godfather, 
hath none at all : After that this little 
infant was brought forth, his mother 
wrapped it in the old napkins, which 

they had left there by neglcCt. ' 
When the Nurſe told the Intendanc 
that there was then two priſoners in the 
Tower, and rhar the Princeiſe was ex- 
treamly caſt down with forrow and 
- griefe, pity, which had found no enter- 
ance into the ſoul of this barbarian,made 
then her laſt attempr-to touch him with 
ſome ſenſe of compaſſion : Ac laſt he re- 
lented even ſo farre as to give her a little 
more bread tnan ordinary,rather to keep 
her to her paſſion, or to make her dolour 
live, than to bring her rcliefe; A com« 
plexion ſtrong, and robuſtious would be 
ruinedamongſt ſo many diftreſſes and an-= 
puiſhes; it was not then a little micacle 
to ſee Genevieva more fair and freſh after 
the pains of her Childbed, and in the re- 
lentments of fo much bitterneſs, then ſhe 
fy appear- 
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apreared amongſt the pleaſures and the 
d:lights of her proſperity. One wotild 
have believed after having ſeen her, that 
ſhe was of the nature of that flower,who 
is never more gay and lively, than when 
they tread her under foot. : Oar Inten- 
dant being gone into her priſon, found 
there new ]ighrs, with which his ſenſes 
were fo dazled, that he thought to dye 
with love : but finding this holy woman 
firm in the reſoJution to live miſerable, 
and to dye chaſte,rather than to purchaſe 
felicictes by the loſſe of her honour, he 
reſolves himſelf to give the laſt ſtroke to 
his evil fortune. | 

All this proceeding was yet unknown 
to Sifroy, he thinks ic fit then co antict- 
pate the ſpirit of his Maſter,. and to let 
him know the misfortune of his houſe, 
Two moneths were ſtolin away fince the 
lying in of Genevieva, when he inſtruft- 


eth one of his ſervants, to carry him the | 


news thereof : yet would he make pru- 
dence appear in his malice, and eo this 
effe& he w1ites onely theſe few words to 
the Palatine. 

Sir, if 1 feared not to publiſh. an infamy 
which I would bide, Ifhouldtruft a great ſe- 


cret to this payer : but all your domeſficks, and | 


particalarly 
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partictilerly this bearer 'bavitig feen the dili- 
ls that Tufed, wid the fed which bave 
deceived my prudence, T bave no needbut *f 
their teſtiviony to put 1y fidelity out of ſuſpits- 
on, and my ſervice in eſtimation ; believe all 
that which be ſball tell you, and grve me- ſoon 
advertiſement of your will. 1 
 Wehave ſaid that the Count was atthe 
fiege of Avignon when he received the firſt 
news of his wife. Since the taking ofthis 
fair Town, Charls Martel had likewiſe 
reduced Narbone, where Anthime was ſhuc 
up:The courage & prudence of this grear 
Captain , made it ſelf remarkable inthe 
bloody journey of Toxrs, and art the ſaeges 
of theſe two towns. Notwithflandinp his 
great Genius never appeared betcer than 
in the defeat of Amorue King of the $4rs- 
ines, who having underſtood the ill ſap- 
celſe of his Nation in Fraxce, would needs 
coitie there never to depart thence; far be 
was {}ain there with all his people, with- 
out theeſcape of ane from the ſliupliter; 
r0 certific his lofſe. Thislaf combat was 
as adyantagious to thegtory of Mertelas 
thefinft, bur it.coft him dearer than the 
others. for beſides :a. great number-of 
dead, there were ſtore of Lords wound- 
<a, ambngſt whom A Sifroy _— A 
OW 
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*-. » was:/brought him. The change .of Age- 


<ot his meſſenger pur into the ſpirit of 


I be -not ſpare thy blood, nor that of thy infant whit 
'*:. .thonhaſt not brought into the world,but to ſerwt | 
_ + kes:-extcutioner to thy crime.” And: then fet- | 
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blow, which held him long time in a 
Town of Langzedock, where the ill news 
which the artifice of Golo had framed, 


\on-never gave ſo much aſtoniſhment to 
bac miſerable perton , as the- diſcourſe 


the: Palatine. He meditated nought but 
high-and cruell vengeances; from admi-, 
ration he fell into choller, from cho 
ler into fury, and from that into rape. 
: Oh curſed woman,muſt thou ſully ſo ſhame- 
fully th@pls ry which I have endeavoured to ac- 
quture-in combats,onghteſt theu to bring ſo much 
cunning to cover thy treachery, and to make pi- 
.ety ſerve as a vail ro thy filthineſſe ? well,thou - 
:baft; made no accompt of mine honour, Iwill 


-tingbetorc his eyes the modeflyand ho- | 
-nieſty of his wife, as if he had been deli- 
vered from ſome evil ſpirit, be ſaid with 
aſober ſenſe : no, it zs not poſſible that Ge- | 
nevieva bath jowickedly betrayed me, J hav | 
alwayes known ber ations full of vertue, ber | 
love being ſo ardent, it could not be ſs long diſ- | 
fembled : tell me my great friend, bow long is | 
it ſince this miſerable woman was brought 4 | 


bed? | 
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bed ?Monfieur, replyed the meſſenger, it 
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is but a moneth. Ic was, hexcin that. the 
malice of Gole had travelled, for to put 
the Countefſe under a violent (uſpition 
f her chaſtity, hemade him ſay tq the 
Palatine that ſhe was brought a bcd the 
tenth moneth after his departure. _ 

This might well þe true, and Genevievd 
innocent, fince Philoſophy and ex- 
perience teach that women may carry 
their fruit ten moneths, yea that ſome 
have been found who have gone great e- 
ven to the fifceench and ixteenth. Not- 
wichſtanding becauſe ir is not 6:dinary, 
ifroy believed cafily ſhe was diſhoneſt. 
calouſic aided (ontewhat . his belicf, for 
although the vertue of Genevieva might 
deliver his ſpirit from this diſeaſe, her 
beauty caft him into_ſome ſhadows; even 
when he enjoyed her in the repoſe of his 
houſe. Itis a thing worthy of admirati- 
on, to ſee that prudence aids ſometimes 


to deceive lt ſelf. - All thac which the Pa- 


latine could lay hold of fot proofs of his 
wiyes [anocence; he made conjectures to. . 
her confuſion ; her honeſty was no more. 
but ſubtilty, her wiſdome but cunning, 
her devotion but hypoccritie, her vertnes 
but vices diſguiſed. ic is then no marvel 
- 


mn 
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if he conſented to his own misfortune; 
After having well thoughr on the re- 
venge of this crime which his ſole credu- 
lity had made,hedifpatched the ſame ſer- 
vajit towards Gols w*h commandment to 
keep his wife ſo cloſe ſhut up, thar no bo- 
dy might make addrefſe unro her;andfor 
chat wretched {lave who was in priſon, 
that he ſhould find our in the horror and 
extremity of his finne, ſome puniſhment 
proportionablerto his attetnpe. The In- 
rendant received this commandement wrt 
pleaſure, to execute it with prudence he 
made a morſe] ro be prepared for this 
poore miſerable, which ſoon took from 
him the taſt ofa)l others. Brhold the fir 
At of our bloody Tragedy,the blood of 
this innocent vi&ime ſatisfied -not the 
rage of: Golo;on the contrary,mounting to 


his exceffe through the hortible viſions of 


| Drogan, whom he believed to have always 


before his eyes, and through the appre- 
henfion that Sifroy might come vo diſco- 
ver*the Innocence of Genevieva, he ſup- 
poſed that ic was time to think upon the 
means of her entire ruine. 


Having underſtood that the Count 
was on his journey, and would ſoon ar- ! 


rive,he went before hand as farre as _ 
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tourg 'to meet him. There was near the 
Town an o1d ſarcerefſe, ſifter to Golo's 
nurſe, of whum he believed he mjghr 
{erve himſeM in his deſign ; he went un+- 
to her houſe,and guilded her hands, that 
ſhe might make Sifroy to ſee whar never 
had been. His ploc thus laid,he went fur- 
ther, to, ,meert the Count, who received 
him wich thonſand reftimonics of good 
will. When he had drawn him aſide, he 
demanded hint the deplorable condition 
of his hauſe, It was hn that the cears 
and ſobbes of -Golo rendered themſelves 
Accomplicesiof histreaſon; ſcarce pro- 
nounced he a word without aligh ; at 
laſt afcer a long and tedious diſcourſe,he 
declared unto him all chat which we 
have ſaid, 'and that he had ſent Dropar 
with lictle noy{ to the other world,thar 
his perfidiouſneſſe might not break forth 
by fiis puniſtiment, -The Count praiſed 
infinitely the condud of his Intendanr: 
laſtly having queſtioned him very often 
upon the particularitics of his misfor- 
tune, Golo fearing to be ſurpriſed in his 
anſwers, ſaid unto him : Sir, 1 do not be- 

| lieve that you doubt of a fidelity which 1 would 
| - Titteſſeto you at the coft of iny life, but if 
j- | you willtgke other proofs of this ill affair than 
3 from 
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from my mouth, T have the means to make you 
ſee how the whole paſſed.Tbere i not far from 
this place a very knowing woman, who will 
make you to ſee all thoſe evillprafliſes. Siſroy 
was turpriſed with a curioſity which 


will coſt him much ſorrow ; he prayed | 
him to be his condu@ to her houſe, | 


which he promiſed him. In the Evening 


the Count,with his Confident, diſmiſſed | 


his train, anoilid himſclf into the force- 
reſſe houſe, The Palatine put a' good 
quantity of Crowns into her hand, and 
conjured her to let him ſce all what had 
paſſed during his abſence. The falſe old 
Witch, who would encreaſe his defire by 
her refaſe,teigned to find cifficulty there- 
In, andeven to divert him from thence 
by many reaſons, repreſenting to him 


that he might perhaps ſee thoſe things, 


the ignorance whereof might be more. 
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profitable to him, than the knowledge | 
could be defirable, and that a misfortune | 
1s never full when it is hidden. All this { 


tended buit to give more delire to Sifroy. 
to be deceived Seiing him then reſolved, 


ſhe rook him by the hand with Golo, and | 


lcd him into a little vault, which was un- 
der her cave, where nothing pave light 


but ewo grofiecandles of gieen tallow. 


After 
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with a rod,and put Sifroy into the one,& 
Gols into the other, ſhe PUZE 4 mirrour 1n- 
to a velic] full of water, upon wiich the 
Sorcereſſe murmured certain words, 
whoſe horrour made the hair ſtand 6n 
end: this done, ſhe made three turns 
backwards.near a bucket, and blowed as 
many times upon it. The moving of the 


'WALET being ſtopped,theCount approch- 


ed by her. command, and as he bowed 
bimlclf three times, he cafthis eyes upon 
the Glafſe. The firſt time he perceived his 
wite ſpeaking to the Cook with a ſmi- 
ling countenance., and an eye full of 
{weectnefle :;. the ſecond time he ſaw Gene- 
vieug,who paſſed her fingers into his hair, 
flattering him with much dalliance; bur 
the third,' he faw 'thoſe: privacies which 
could no wayes accord with modeſty. 
Imagine you with what fury hecame 
forth from this lictle hel:Qhr what words 


ſaid hemat #. what fatall cruelties called 


he notto the revenge of: his grief? 


When an Elephant: is in tury, it is e- 


nough to ſhew him a ſheep to appeaſe 
him: the Intendant who. fearcd that the 
lame might arrive to-his Maſter, indea- 
yours in keeping of Genevieva, to takea- 

E 4 way 
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way an object of. ſweetnefſe from: before 


his eyes. He repreſented to the Count that 


Ic was to be feared his juſt anger, willing 
to puniſh the crime of his wife, might 

publiſh ir, that he judged ic more ficto 
Give the commiſſion thereof to ſome 0- 


ther, who would diſpatch it: ſoftly, 


whilſt he rendered himſelf by little jour- 
neys at his houſe, This counfell was re- 
ceived of the PaJatine with much praiſe, 
and becauſe he thought no perſon 1o 


cruſty as he who was the author thereof, 


he gave him charge to execute ic, though 
Golo witnelſed ſome diſpleaſure i in this 
obedience. 4 
The Intendant at his return into the 
— natto reveal the whole my- 
ery to his nurſe, forbidding her to com- 
municate it to anybody. But the provi- 
dence. of. God would no thatthis wo- 
man ſhould be more ſecret than others, 
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who know nothing of that which thy | 


conceal, aid have no filencebur: for the 
things they are ipnorant of; ſcarce had 


ſke nnderftobd this from the: mouth of ; 


Gvlo, but ſhe poured ic into the'ear of her 
daughter, whohough ſhe had a wicked 
mother, was not:without ſorne lauda- 
blequalitics, and bovealipoewichour 
a 
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a tender copaſſion of Genevieva's miterics. 
The Counteſle perceiving that ſhe wept, 
asked the'cattſe of her tears? Oht Madame 
(anſwered this Maid) it is concerning 
your life, Golo hath reccived, command 
from-my Lord to put you to death. Well 
my Girl (faid the oe and T have 
occaſion to rejoyce, it is long ſince T petitioned. 
this favour of God : butt what ſhall hecome of 
my poore infant? Madame he muſtdye with 
you. At theſe words Genevieva remained 
without motion, the fi ft word that priet 
permiceed her to utter was this : Oh my 
God, wilt thou ſuffer that this little creature, 
who knows not yet to ſinge, be afflifted and that 
an Infant be culpable , becauſe he is wnfor- 
tunate # | 

In ſaying this ſhe waſhed his little 
chetks with her tears, and then having 
given unto love all the kifſes that he de- 
manded , ſhe addreſſed her ſelf to that 
good maid. Sweet heart T know not if Emay 
beſeech thee to render a laſt ſervice to the moſt 
miſerable of all women; thou canſt oblige me 
with little pain, and without hazard, ſince aff 
I fball reqneſt of thy Courteſte is , that thou 
bring me a little ink.and paper ; thou fpalt find 
ſome in that cabinet or cloſet ghich is near my - 
changger;hold, there is the key; take there what 


thou 
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thou wilt of my jewells , provided thongs 
me this pleaſure* The maid failed not to do 
what ſhe had prayed her, ſliding after- 
ward a writing into the ſame Cabinet 
from whence ſhe had taken the paper, 

So ſoon as the nextday began to break, 
Golo called two ſervants, whom he 
thought the moſt trufty, and commanded 
them to condutt.the mother & the child 
intoa Wood,which was half a mile from 
the Caſtle,to kill them there out of noilc, 
and then to caſt their bodies into the ri- 
ver.. To have ſome mark of their cru} 
obedicnce, he willed that they :thould 
bring him the tongue of that wicked wo- 
man (15 he call:d our Innocent Prin- 
ceſſe.) What probability of denying a- 
ny thing to a barbarian who' hath the 
power to maze. himſelf obeyed? they 
went into the priſon where they: berea- 
ved the poort.:idy of her Babits,they clad 
ber with oJd garments, and inthis piti- 
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full conditton, they: drew her alovg to. 
puniſhmerx. 1 hear thee demand Reader, | 
if there be a providence that wetcheth o» | 
' ver | the delignes: of men? To this Hans | 


{wer, that thereare not rare ſtars in tbe 
Firmament,t::.: eys op n upon all their 
ations; but :: Gd lcemeth' ſometimes 
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toſ)kep in the midſt of our mileries, it is 
to. the end to fave us with more won- 
der, and more evident tcſtimonies of his 
love. Let us return to the poore Genevi- 
epa, whom l ſee go guarded berween two, 
carrying in her arms her little Innocent. 
It is here where all the eloquence of 
Oratours would be mute, it it ſhopld en- 
terpriſe to expreſſe the horrour of this 
ſad ſpe&acle. Qur Princeſſe whom griet 
had hindered to ſpeak untill then, turn- 
ing her ſelf towards the houſe, 'where fhe 
had ſuffered ſo many cruelties , ſaid 
ſighing. 

Adiew then, ſad refidence of my ſorrows, 
adiew, ſince heaven will that I dy, I quit wil- 
lingly a place where IT have endured ſo many 
oruel deaths. But ſince men fail in the tefti- 
mony of my Innecence, I defire that al the in- 
ſenſible creatures that are within the compaſſe 
of theſe walls, accuſe my wickedneſſe , if 1 
have been wanting to my duty, and praiſe my 
vertue if I be Innocent;adieu for ever. Whilft 
Genevieua wept thus, a torrent of tears 
waſhed her cheeks and her boſome, not 
that ſhe had regret to leave {o miſerable a 
life as hers, but becauſe ſhe eſteemed the 
means of Jofing it too unjuſt, not to be 
Lamented. And to ſpeak truly, theremuf 


be 
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be a vertue beyondhumaneto remain in+ 
ſenſible of ſuch rude ſtrokes. When we 
loſe life, welofea thing which we can- 
not always keep;but honour being as the 
ſpirit of our ſoul, if it come once to dye, 
we cannot but with much difficulty hope 
the refurrefion thereof. 

Our two Innocent vittimcs being arri- 
ved to the place where their tacrifice was 
co be made : one af the miniſters of this 
barbarous execurian lifted up already the 
ſword, to cut the throat of the little 
Infant, when the mother demanded to dy 
firſt, to the «nd nor to dye twice. O how 
a miſerable beauty hath power upon a 
heart that is not altogether of mrblc ! 
could you belicve that thoſe whom Gols 
had chofen to take away the Counteſſes 
life ſhould be thoſe that conſerved it to 
her? the laft words that proceeded front 
hcr mouth,changed ſo their wil through 
compaſſton, tht the one of them faid to 
the orher : Comrade, why ſhould we ſtain our 
hands in ſo fair a blood as that of our Myſtris ? 
let us leave ber to live,whom we have not ſeen 
to do any thing worthy of ſo cruel a death : ha 
modeſty and ſweetneſſe are the infallible proofs 

of her Innocence ; may be a day will come that 
will put her vertue to evidence, and our con- 
diticn 


RE Le a a 


-, 3 0" ROT Ry ne" + _w 


e Nlinfirions Innocence. 61 
dition into a better fortune. It wonld be hard to 
ſayz who had the moſt pain to conſent to this 
defigne, either thoſe who tpere to take ber life 
from ber, or ſþe that ſhould loſe it. Notwith- 
ſtanding the regret to ſee an Innocent of 
five years old murdered made Genevieva 
confent to be unhappy ſomtimes, perſwa- 
ding her felf that neceſſicv would make 
her dye w*Þ lefſe horror than the ſword. 
This ſo refolived, the two fervants 
commanded their Miſtris to get her (elf 
ſo farre into the Forreſt, that Srfroy might 
never have news of her. It was caſte to 


| hide her ſelf in a wood which ſeemcd not 


to have bcen made bur for a retreat to 
the beares, and ſavage beaſts, its extent 
gave horrour to the moſt hardy, when 
they were to traverſelt, and its obſcurity 
was the abode of filence : bur if any thing 
interrupted it ſometimes, it could be bur 
the howlings of the wolves, the cry of 
owls, aud the ſighings of the Orfray. The 


grief of the Counreſfe bare well its part 


there when it was permitted her to live 
amongſt the beaſts. Go boldly then Gene- 
vievd, go into a place which you ſome- 
times ardently defired, and know thac 
God'had not given you an inclination 
unto ſelitude, but to ſweeten unto you 
the 
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_ returned towards the Caſtle, it happened 
by accident, thar they repented them of 
their pity, remembring that | Golo had 
commanded them to bring the congue of 
Genevieva for, afſurance of their fidelity. 
Whereupon they returned back again to 
eXecute that which their compaſſion had 
hindered them to do, But God who con+ 
dudted this, affair, ordained that they 
{ſhould meet a little dog, who received the 
favour to loſe his tongue for his Miſtris. 


Being arr ived at the houſe, the Intendant | 


received the news of that which they 
ſhould have done by his commandment, 
for which he reſented a very ſenſible joy: 
preſently he gave advertiſement thereof 
to the Palatine, in whoſe houſe he ated 
the Count. Sifroy being arrived, they 
talked nor bur of the Chaſe, of debau- 
Chees and of recreation, to the end to 
divert all the thoughts that might call 
back the memory of Genevieva. One day 
the Count being fallen upon the dil- 
courſe of his mileries, againſt the incen- 
tion of our Intendant, he related to him 
that thelaſt _ he had dreamed that a 
ary dragon had raviſhed from him his 
wIie, 


the inc6modities thereof. As the Servants 


a 
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Truly ( replyed Golo ) who made all 
thingsoKgve to his artifices) Behold a 
dream thatip1ls you too clearly your misfor- 
| , tune," this: dragon, is toe traytor Drogan, 
| -- whothath*ſo  wickedly ſinned againſt his duty. 
z 1ou can-donbt no more thereof , ſeeing the 
- dream-bath onely reverſed one letter of his a- 

bominable name, to give you aſſurance whence 
your diſaſter proceeds. And truly beſides what I 
have ſpoken,' we nnd:rſtand from Hiſtory that 
. many perſons have dreamed the ſame,when the 
, unchaſtity of their wives made them adulte= 
.reſſes, or the violence of ſome one confirained 
them to that wickedneſſe. But Sir, yeu ſhould 
remove all theſe black thoughts from your ſpirit, 
ſince they cannot ſerve but to trouble the peace 
thereof. Forget the afhes of ber, who would 
burn with ſo filthy a fire, that it is impoſſible 
10 remember it without ſhame ; muſt there be ſo 
much force and vere to raze ont of your (pi- 
rit aningrate who bath ſo wickedly removed 
you from her beart?þelieve a perſon that makes 
his repoſe and his troubles of your intereſts, and 
ſettle your ſpirits apon better thoughts , than 
thoſe that hinder the tranquility thereof. 
| Let us leave the Count to ſeek diver- 
| tiſements for hisevil hurhour, come we 
| - To ſee Genevieva in the thicket of the 
| + Wood where we kft her. Afﬀ/oon as the 


wo 
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two ſervants had abahdoned her, her firſt 
Reps carryed her upon the bank ofthe ri- 
ver, that paſſed by the Caſtle. It was there 
that ſhe rook the ring which $5froy had 
put on her finger, when hedeparccd for 
France, and then caft it inro thecurrent 
of the floods, proteſting ſhe would nor 
carry the mark of a verttic that had cay- 
ſed her ſo many misfortunes, and then 
entring again into the Forreſt, ſhe ſought 
ſomeretrait, to defend her ſelf from the 
rage of the beaſts, and to dy in covert. 
As ſhe was in this ſearch, and that the ve: 
ry inſenfible creatures were afraid to ſuc- 
cour her, ſhe heard this voice which came 
outof themidſt of the wood : Genevie- 


va, fear tot, I will have care of thee, and of | 


thy jon. Upon the aſſurance of this pro- 
miſe, ſhe penctratcd further into the For- 
reſt, without perceiving any thing that 
might promiſe her conſolation. 
.Twodayes paſſed away in theſe extre- 
mities without the leaft comfortto her 
gricf, but the liberty to lament ir. If her 
own ſufferings were ſenfible unto her, 
thoſe of her child were inſupportable-: 
and certainly 1 know no patience that 
could undergo ſo many evils, and be 11- 


lent. The day ſeerned notto ſhine, _ to | 
= | 
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ſhew her the horrour of the place 
where ſhe was ; the night filled her ſpiric 
with ſhadows, as well as her eyes with 
darkneffe. Nothing repreiented ic ſelf to 
ker imagination , that was not full of 
affright and terrour : the puffe of a Ze- 
phirc, the motion of a leaf, formed to 
her monſters more terrible than thoſe of 
Lybia. The care of her Benoni atgm-nted 
much her fears, conſidering that he had 
already lain two nights at the foot of an 
oak having but thegrafle for bed, and a 
few boughes for defence: All the ac- 
cidents that might arrive unto her, pres 
fented themſelves to her thought,to pro- 
duce the ſame effets, that grief could 
make there. That which toitiched moft 
ſenſibly ker ſoul, was to hear the third 
- day this little creature, whoſe lighings 

demanded the ſuccour of her breafts ; 

but alas!they were dry, «11 what he could 

draw from thence was nothing but a lic- 

tle corrupted blood. It was but then that 

ſhe permitted thus her grief to ſpeak. 

My God, my Saviour, canſt thou ſuffer that 
this Innocent dye for want of having one drop 
of water, whilſt the authors of his miſery ſar- 
fet with blegings? where is that providence 
which makes thee fo take care of the ravens 

| and 
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and the worms ? If t thy word deceive us net, 
thuu oweſt the ſame favour unto him, that thou | 
doſt to thoſe animals, ſeeing his birth is no leſſe | 
conſiderable, nor bis condition worſe than | 
theirs. Look upen pitifull Lord, look upon |: 
this Infant , his father bath acknowledeed | 
him no more, than the raven bis young : be- | 
hold him creep ing un the duſt, and take com- | 
paſſion of Þis evils, either to finiſh them, or to 
allay them ; wilt thou permit it to be ſaid, 
that the generall care of thy providence bath 
excepted this miſerable from the infallible rule 
of thy mercies ? fermitteſi thou that the Inno- | 
cents periſh with hunger, whalſt thy enemies - | 
buſe thy venefits,and provoke thy Fuſtice ? it 1s | 
ina manner the deing of evil, to do good to the 
wicker, and to hate vcrtue, to ſee it perſecuted 
without pity. Where 3s it that my grief carries 
me ? pardon my Saviour, pardon this blaſphe- 
zy to my impatience : it is ſufficient that they 
wil! a thing to render it juſt; ſince it plea- | 
ſeth thee that he dye, 1 will it alſo. In fay | 
ing this, ſhe repoſed her ſon on the earth, | 
reticing her eyes from that ſubje& of ſo 
many miſeries; but as ſhe had marched ; 
ſome paces into the wood, the ſweet | 
murmure of a brook affured her, that | 
there was a ſpring near enough that | 
place, which obliged her to take Tel 
er 


Ce te EE. 


VIEWVC OP onda IT OT ON Ie 
by 


_ XF# FF "IF © EP OTE 


ro RR \# "_ WM 


The Tluftrious Innocence, 67 


her ſon to ſeek ic out : having found it, 
ſhe refreſhed the mouth of the Infant, 
and retained his ſoul ready to quit 
his body for want of nouriſhment. Be- 
hold one of the effeAts of Gods pro- 
vidence; there muſt be alſo a retraic to 
theſe poore baniſhed creatures; Genevie- 
vieua found one near enough to the 
fountatn, it was a den whoſe entrance 
was covered with a thick buſh, where the 
mother and her ſonne marked out their 
lodging for ſeven years. Yet it was neceſ- 
fary to haveſome nouriſhment; O good- 
riefſe of heaven | how ſweet art thou,and 
how amorous are thy cares! whiift our 
poor Princefſe wearied her ſpirit with 
this thought, ſhe heard a noiſ(e, as if 
ſome horſeman had bruſhed behind 
the buſhes, which made her afraid, un- 
till ſhe fawappear a hind, who without 
affright approached to her : her aſtoniſh- 
ment encreaſed muck more when ſhe ſaw 

that this beaſt looked upon the Infant 

with compaſſion, and coming near to the 

mother,fawned upon hker,as ifſhe would 

have faid that God had ſent her there to 

beher nurſe, Whereupon perceiving that 

her udder was full of milk, ſhe took her 

WIE" 5:15 F 2 ſon 
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ſon, and cheriſhing the beaſt with her 
hand, put him to ſuck. | 

Oh! how neceffary ic is ro have a good | 
heart; you may believe that Genevieva | 
received this benefit with reſentments of 
joy, which wiped away all her paſſed for- | 
rows. The contentment of this firſt fa- | 


EIS” ear; 


 vour encreaſed much, when the knew by 


experience, thacthe hind came twice a | 
day, without receiving any other ſalary | 
for her good offices but ſome handfulls | 
of grafle, and the carcfſes of the Coun- | 
refſe.] could ſay that ſometimes ſhe ſpake | 
unto her, as it ſhe had bcen endued with 
reaſon, and that ſhe gave her teſtimonies 
of amity, as if ſhe had been capable 
thereof. 

Some one will be very glad to know | 
why God ordinarily uſes the fervice of } 
hindes to nouriſh his ſervants in the de- | 
fart : this curioſity is commendable,and 
it pleaferh me well to ſatisfie it; a mean | 
Lecture migh have made this obſervation; | 
and though we ſhould have no other ex- | 
ample, bur that of Saint Giles, our que- 
ſtion would bave foundation enough. It 
is certain that God can derive our nou- | 
riſhment from whatſoever thing ic fhall 
pleaſe him, and that he who hath aw 
our 
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four elements to this cffect,can ſerve him- 
ſelf with the leaſt of their pieces to fur- 
niſh us with delicartcs. Itis he that hath 
made honey. to be ſucked our of the 
ones,it is he that nouriſhed all the pco- 
ple of Iirael with dew, it 1s he that made 
three children to live in flames, as ſo ma=- 
ny Salamanders; it is he that ſent every 
day a raven to the great father of the de- 
fart Saint Paul; it is he that can draw 
our life out of death it ſelf and our nou- 
riſhment from poyſon, which is the moſt 
certain ruine thereof. 

Notwithftanding his condutt is (ſweet, 
and taketh nothing of violence; it 
Is therefore he accommodares himſelf to 
the power of ſecond cauſes, and follows 
theinclinations thereof. Thoſe who have 
written the ſecrets of nature, report that 
the hind never brings forth , it the hea- 
ven ſerve not for Midwife to the birth 
of her fruit by a puiſant clap of thunder: 
from whence we derive two or three fair 
knowledges : the firſt that it is no won- 
der the Harts & Hinds are fearful beyond 
all other Animals, finceit is fear onely 
that puts them into the world : the ſe- 
cond ſerves to the queſtion which we 
Propoſe, as a great perſonage hath ob- 
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ſerved. The difficulty which theHind hath 
to produce her trult, proceeds not. but. 
from its greatnefſe, whence it happeneth, 
that the Fawn having followed his dam 
very little time, torſakes her to goto pa- 
ſture, leaving the ſweetnefle of the dugge 
for that of liberty. The Hind having a- 
bundance of. milk, ſeeks.to diſcharge her 
ſelf thereof, even ſo farre that they ſay, 
ſhe oftentimes ſuffers her ſelf. to be ſuck- 
ed by the animals of another kind,to the 
end to eaſe her : God who. hath given 
her this inclination fcr her intereſt, 
makes ufe thereof ſometimes for our ne- | 
ceſſity, thruſting her forward by a ſecret | 
inſtin& to be prodigall to us of a good 
which would be dammageable unto her. 
Tis was the onely affiſtance which 
our little Innocent drew from the crea- 
tures, during the ſpace of ſeven years : 
for the Counteſſe, the earth furniſhed her | 
with herbs and roots. He that will con- | 
fider that Genevieva was a Princefle | 
brought up among. the delights of a | 
Court, ſhall have no pain to imagine her | 
traubles. Was it not a ſpeQtacle worthy 
of compaſlion, to ſee the wife of a Pa- 
latine in the want even of thoſe things 
of which the moſtextream neceſſities have; 
NO 
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no need? to fee hr Palace changed into a 
frighefull ſolitude, her chamber into a 
fearfull den, her Courtiers into wild 
beaſts, her muſick into the howling of 
wolves, her d:licate meats into mcſt bit- 
ter roots, her repoſe into Inquietude, 
and her joyes into tears; ſurely he muſt 
not be of fl: ſh that can be infeniible of ſo 
many misfortunes; and if her vertue 
could have changed a man even to this 
degree, hey countenance would yet have 
found tears amongſt ſo many evils, ſeeing 
the rocks themlelves ſeemed not to ſwear, 
bue with her ſufferings. Oh ,, who ever 
could have heard 211 the regrets which 
fhe made to the ecchoes of this wood, 
would have ſaid, that all the trees 
complained thereof, that the winds mur- 
mured thereat with d<ſpight, ard thar 
all the birds had forgotten their Genius, 
tolearn to ſigh her miſerie. 

If the evils of the poor Counteſſe tou- 
ched ſenfibly her heart,ic cannct be ſpoke 
what torments thoſe of her ſon cauſed 
her , particularly when his Tongue 
came to be untied in the firſt plaintes of 
his grief, and' that this little innocent 
began to feele hee was unfortunate: 
This'pittifull niother locked him ſome- 

F 4 _ times 
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times in her boſome to warm his little 
members all cold as Ice, and then as ſhe 
perceived the tremblings of Benoni, pitty 
preſſed her heart ſo ſtrongly with griet, 
that ſh: drew from thence a thouſand fobs 
and from her eyes infinite tears. Oh my 
dear ion, ( faid this Jamenting mother) 
oh my poore ſon, my dear childe, how 
jvon begininct thou to be miſerable! to 
ſee the child, one wo uid have (aid that it 
had the ate of reaſon, tor at her ſorrow- 
full words,he puc forth a cry ſo piercing, 
* that the heart of Genevieva remained ſen- 
fibly wounded therewith; one cannot 
ſay how many times grief and cold made 
her to ſound. 

My Reader, I conjure thee before we 
purſue further the miſcri-s of our deplo- 
rable Princefſe, to caſt a little thy eyes 
through the world, to obſerve the diver- 
fitie thereof > Thou ſhalc fee there an in- 
finite number of women much meaner in 
innocence and quality, who ſhine in gold 
and fi\k, whilſt Geneviewa is pierced with 
cold,covered onely with che ſhame of her 
nakedneſſe: Thou halt fee there vice ho- 
noured, virtue diſpiſcd, impurity in cre- 
dit, ſubtlety praiſed , vanity eſteemed, 
whileſt a poore Lady (uffers in the —_ 

0 


£rmp=moos 
m—_ ws e ROT Oy en > om: PA __ 


prone WO VR TORE een 1 POOR 


The Tlluftrious Innocence. 73 


of a Wood, far deſiring to be inno- 
cent, and to keep her taith to a perſon co 
whom heaven had engaged her. O God, 
how true is it that thy providence walk- 
eth in the depth , which ic behoveth not 
our ſpirit to ſound , and that thy coun- 
fels are precipices to all thoſe who will 
ſearch the profundity chereot : Let us go 
no further to obſerve this truth then in- 
to the houſe of Sifroy, though it be two 
years ſince we came thence. Whileſt Ge- 
nevieva Weep's, Iet us withdraw us a little 
from her mitery, and enter into her hus- 
bands Caſtle: We ſhal ſee that there is not 
a ſervant, who is not con ent, not a lac- 
quey that is nOt at his caſc,not ad dog that 
hath not bread. The Summer hath its 
pleaſarcs, the Winter hath ics paſs times. 
The chaſe Viſcites, play and feaſts. ban- 
niſh ſorrow:rom this houſe. Golo add:d 
all the artifices rhat he could to the me- 
dicine of time, to cure the ſpirit of his 
Maſter. It is true,that he could not who» 
ly take'away the image of Genevieva's vir- 
tues, from the ſon] of Sifroy ; her mode- 
ſiy, her honeſty, her pitty, her conſtancy, 
her addrefle, her prudence, her love,were 
ſo many pleaſing phanteſmes, which re- 
proached him night and day for his cre» 
dulity: 
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dulity : This poore man believed to have 
continually her ſhadow by his fide; and 
though his evill Intendant knew to re- 
move ſubrtlely thoſe thoughts tull of diſ- 
Gquicts, notwithſtanding they made al- 
wayes ſome impreſſion in his ſpirit. 
Behold an accident that ruined almoſt 
the whole fortune of Gels, and diſcover- 
drhe refle&ion of his malice; three years 
afcer the return of the Count , and three 
ages of his wives miſery ; As one day Si- 
froy looked over ſome papers in his Ca- 
binert , he lighted upon the note which 
the Counteſſ: had conveyed therein: Who 
can deſcribe the regrets,and ſorrows that 
this bic of paper cauſed unto him? his 
mouth uttered a thouſand curſcs againſt 
Golo, his tears watered the wilting , he 
beat his breft, he tore his beard and haire; 
all that which grief conld command a 
man', the Palatine did; and turely he 
ſhould have had a Typgers heart, to read 


this Lettcr wichour regret : Innocence | 


conceived it, ard griefdiQated it. 
Adiew Sitroy, Tam going to die , fince you | 
communt it. Inever found any thing impoſſible | 


in my obedience , though T finde ſome injuſtice | 


in your commandment. I will, notwithſtand- | 


2ng, believe that you contribute nothing to my 
rume, | 
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ruine, but the conſent that you give thereunto. 
I candlſo proteſt to you that all the cauſe I have 
given thereof is onely the reſiſtance that Thave 
made to remain wholy unto hint, who ought not 
to divide me wit any other. I paſſe willingly 
from a miſerable life , to a condition that may 
be worſe , upon the confidence I have that my 
innocence ſhall be one day out of ſuſpition 
into which calumny bath caſt it. All the regret 
that I earry with me, is to have brought an In- 
fant into the world, which muſt be the viftime 
of cruelty, and the innocent cauſe of my mis- 
fortune. Notwithſtanding I will not let this 
reſentment hinder me to wiſh you a perfe(t fe- 
licity, and to him who is the authour of my 
diſaſter, a better ſortune than that which he 
procureth me. Adiew, it 1s your unfortunate, 
but innocent Genevieva. 

The Intendant who was upon the 
watch, judged that it was fit to let this: 
ttorm break away, and that prudence 
ought to withdraw him for a time from 
| | Sifroy, when he believed that his choller 

| was Moderated, he ſaw the Count again, 
who failed' not to give him ſharp re- 
proaches, upon the evil judgement into 
, } which his malice had precipitated him. 

; But. Golo wanted no cunning to deceive: 


hismaſter, and to draw the thorn out of- 
his heart. What 
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Whatt Sir, (ſaid this perfidious man 
to him) do you repent to have taken away life 
from ber, who hath taken away your honour > 
or do you doubt not to bave done it juſtly 3 if 
tEat be it, your diſpleaſure is reaſonable, but 
what cauſe have youto believe it ? were not 
your eyes witneſſes of your misfortune ? your 
domeſtichs knew to well how equitable your a- 
Fin is, to find it evite all humane policy al- 
lows you that which you hav? done. Will you 
hve wiſer than the Laws, & condemn that which 
reaſon approves, perbaps this Leiter bath per- 
ſwaded you of her innocence truly behold a 
pleaſant juſtification : and where ſhall we find 
crimes, if one be quitted thereof for d nying 
them ? who ſhall be culpable, if it be ſufficient 
to ſay that one is innacent ? how wicked ſever 
a woman be, if one w4ll bear her,ſhe is always 
without finne. Had it ple aſed God, Sir, that 
ſhe who had the honour to belong unto you, bad 
had leſſe malice or more prudence in diſſem- 
bling, whereby to give us ſome cauſe to inter- 
pret wellof ber fidelity, Thad been the firſs to 


of 


believe the proofs of her Innocence, as I have | 
been the laſt to receive the ſuſpitions of ber in- | 
famy. Brut fance to the loſſe of her honor ſhe hath | 
edded the contempt not to fear any body, you | 
ſhould remain content in having revenged the |. 


ever 
feri 
ders 
the 


publick intereſts of vertue, in puniſhing a par= | gent 
; Theſe | 


ticular offence. - 
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Theſe difcourſes accompanied wirh a 
feigned affe&ion, conveyed ſoftly an in- 
ſenſibility into the ſpiric of the Palatine, 
inſomuch that all theſe remorſes were 
not but as birds of paſſage, who gave a 
blow with the beak privily, and then re- 
tired, were it through the reafons of Go- 
b, or by the charms, & ſorceries of which - 


he was maſter enough. Whilſt I amuſe me 


in the Palace of Sifroy,we leave our inno- 
cent malefa&reſſe, in the company of the 
hind, 8 of her Benoni. Letus return if you 
pleaſe unto her grott.I advertiſe you not- 
withftauding that you ſhou!d no more 
confider this defart as the retrair of ſer- 
pents, or the repair of bears, but'as a 
{ſchool of vertue, a race of penitence, 
and a temple of ſanCtity. 

After that our Countefſe had ſuffered 
In this ſharp ſolicude three whole years 
of Winter (for the Sunne here nevr made 
a Snmmer) the evils rendred themſelves 
ſo familiar, that ſhe was no more afraid 


_ ofthem, and her patience perfe&ed it ſelf, 


even t9 this point, to look upon ſuf- 
ferings as upon delights. Cuſtome ren- 
ders all things eafie, that which ſeems in 


| the beginning tull of affright, becomes 
.* gentlein the end. Poyſon kills, and yet 


there 
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there hath been known a great King thax 

nouriſhed himſelf therewith. Secms it not | 
likely to you that our Genevieva ſhould | 
dye with impatience amongſt her regrets, | 
and drown her ſelf in her tears? and yet | 
ſee that every day gathering them up ip | 
her hands, ſhe offers them to God in a ſa- 

_ crifice, ſo acceptable to- his divine good- 
nefſe, that he recompenſes her as much 
for thoſe Icie fighs , as it ſhe had burned 
him all the incenſe of Arabia. 

The firſt favour that ſhe received from 
heaven, after threr years of noviclate,ws 
onea day as ſhe was on her knees in the 
midſt of her little Cottage,her eyes turn: | 
ed unto heaven, the admiration where} 
ſerv'd as the ordinary ſubje& to hat 
thoughts ; while her ſpirit loft it ſelf hap 
pily in the immenſity of theſe fair works} v 

i ſhe perceived a young man glittering} £! 

i with light, who cleft the air to render} w 

| himſelf at her den. If Genevieva had beent w 

i an Idolatreſſe, ſhe might have believed) ca 

(be that It was the Moon that deſcended; in} Ot 

| to this wood, to be the Dian thereof, or! we 

rather the Sun who had taken himfell; ſhi 

from heaven to viſit a place which- hal! me 

never been enlightened. Her ſpirit hal] 

too much light to fall into ſo grofſk a: der 
| erro! 


[ 
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error : ſhe took this beauty rather for one 
of the Intelligences of heaven, than for 
one of its ſtarres,, though he were en- 
compaſſed with rayes : in which certain- 
ly her belief deceived her not, for it was 
her Guardian Angel, who came, as ſenc 
from God into this den. It is no eafte 
thing to depaint a ſpirit, ſeeing it hath 
nothing whereupon our ſenſes can fix 
themſelves; notwitſtanding as we may 
mark out the Sun with a coal, ſo may w- 
paint the Angels under the exterionur 
forms which render them vitible unto us. 
He of whom we ſpeak,had a viſage where 
beauty and modeſty mingled themſelves 
together with a Majeſty ſo divine, that he 
mighc have mad- himſelf co be adored of 
a perſon that had not known him a ſer- 
vant of God. Bcfides the rayes that ſpread 
themſelves round about him, his body 
was covered with a blew vail, a colour 
which denoted the place from whence he 
came. Heheld in his right hand a preci- 
ous croſk, in which the Saviour of the 
world was ſo naturally repreſented in a 
ſhining Ivorie, as it was cafic to ſee that 
men had not laboured this work. His 
hair hung negligently upon his ſhoul- 
ders, which certain drops marked as i: 
Wer 
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were with blood;his eyes ſeemed to ſwim 
in death,and his mouth complained with 
the excefſe of his martyrdom*-.His mem- 
bers were fo delicately poliſhed, that one | 
might ſee all the veins and nerves of this 
body raife themſelves up to the top of the | 
5kinne. | 
When our Countefſe was come again | 

from the admiration of ſo many won: | 


£ 
£ 
x 


d.rs,the Angel preſerting her this Croff | 


ſaid unto her; Gen:vi-va, IT am here on the 

bebalf of God to bring you this Croſſe, which | 

muſt ſerve ſor objef to all your thoughts, and} 

for remedy ts all your evils. If the bitterneſſ.| 

of ſufferings ſeems inſupportable unto you,min- | 

" gle this blood among it , and you ſhall fini| | 

ſweetneſſe in your afflictions. If any thought of 1 

deſpair aſſault your ſpirit , retire into thep| 1 

wounds, where dll the doves of heaven hav} 1 
1 
F 
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their refuge, and IF promiſe you repoſe. Ini! 
word, Genevieva , this here is the _ 
which wil make all the blows of adverſity fall at 
your feet : it is the key that will open heaven! 11 
to your petience, receive this favour with thi W 
acknowledgement that it merits. As Genevie tl 
va bowed her ſelf, ſhe received the Croft, 1 
tograve therein all her viftories, after th Þ! 
example of that great Captain , whoſ 
fignall vitories were not otherwiſe re lo 
compencel 


We ( Iſftrious Tnnocente. 9x 
compenced by 7uftinian,than with blind- 
eſe: behold a prodigy moſt miraculous, 
this Crucifix followed our pecnctent cve- 


.ry where : It any neceſſity called her 


forth, it accompanic@her, if ſhe ſought 
for roots to ſuſtain her,it was in her com- 
pany, being 1n her poor retrait, It never 
departed from her {ide : This miracle du- 
red ſome moneths, untill ic fixcd ic 
ſelfin a corner of the grot, where there 
was alittle Altar cut in the Rock , and 
which our Saint adorned wich flowers 
and bouyhes: as ſoon as diſpleaſure afſai- 
led her poor heart, the Saviour ſtretched 
forth his arms unto her, and opcncd her 
his boſome to poure thercinto her re- 
ſentments + It was eafje to diſcover her 
thoughts unto him,who could notbe 19- 
norant of them, and ro Jay ell her for- 
rows at the feet of him, who could bethe 
Phyfatian thereof. 

It is an error to ſeek for an indoleance 
in vertue; thoſe that would teach it with 
words,have deſtroyed it by their a&ions; 
the patience of the Stoicks, wWiS not one- 
ly unable to ſupport evils without regrer, 
but it came not ſo far as to this point, to 
look upon them without changing co- 
lour : The virtue of Chriftians goeth 
further theri all che Theology of the Pa- 

G gans 
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gans; it's ſweetneſſe notwithſtanding 
1mpoſcth not ſuch Barbarious law as in- 
ſeniibilicy : that greac man, whoſe ſpirit 
was nothing but patience, as his body 
w2$ nought but griet, retained alwayes 
his afſe&ions in an equal reſignation ; he 
permitted notwithſtanding his tongue to 
complain of his miferies, and to ſay that 
his members were not of braſſe ; God 
himſelf in the cruelties of death, would 
that his plaints ſhould be a proof of that. 
which he was, for fear the opinion of 
his inſenſibility might take away the be- 
_ liefof the leaſt of his natures. Let us imj- 
tate his example in his ſubmiſſion, as well 
as tn his complaints, our tears and our 
ſighes ſhall not hinder our patience to be 
a vertue. () how Genevieva conformed 
her ſelf perfc&ly ro this example; her 
conſt.ncy was a marble inflexible, but 
this marbleyiclded tears,and witneſſed by 
her ſftghes, that it was nor a ſtatuethat 
{vffered; ſhe accorded all juſt plaints to 
her grief, but her grief never gave any 
thing to impatience; in a word, fhe ac- 
cuſed no leffe ſweetly her evils then a 
Lute,which men touch onely,becauſe her 
lighes areagreeable unto them : Oneday 


as the Image ofall her miſeries reprefent- |. 


cd it {elf to her fancy, making of her eyes 
(Wo 
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twoſountains of tears, ſhe caſt her ſelfac 
the feet of her Crofſe, and ſaid amou- 
rouſly unto it. 

How long, my God , how long wilt thou ſuf- 
fer that virtne be ſo cruelly treated ? Is not 
five years of miſeries ſufficient , to be content 
with my patience ? though I ſhould have over. 
thrown thy altars , and burned thy temples, my 
tears would have quenched thy choller , if it 
were not that my ſighs would kiridle it the more. 
T made niy ſelf believe that my ſorrows ſhould 
laſt no longer than my joyes, and that the end of 
afflitting me ſhould be that of not being able to 
ſuffer more. I know well now that thou gaveſt. 
me formerly delights , but to make me taſte my 
bitterneſſes with more diſpleaſure, and to ren- 
der them more ſhatp by the remembrance of my 
proſperity : Is it not time to make appear, that 
theu art the protedFor of innocence , as well 
as the revenger of crimes ? It is five years that 
Thave endured a martyrdome, which ceaſes riot 
to be extreamly cruellfor being extreamly ſlow; 
nothing in the world hath comforted my grief,all 
the creatures ſeem to be my engaged enemies, to 
the end to encreaſmy affliqions: Agood diſcour ſ 


car chaym a prief, but behold Thave almoſt for- 


goten the uſe of ſpeech in being ſeparate from al 
ether converſation then that of the beaſts : the 
night hides with her ſhadows the half of our e- 
wits, & ſleep dares not approach mine eys.fear- 

o& 2 ing 


| $4 T he Innocent Lady, or 


ing to drown it ſelf there, or at leaſt to meet 
there zcuietudes : It ſeems that my miſery is 
contagious, ſo much every thing fears to ap- 
proach it 3 hunger, cold, nakedneſſe, make the 
leaft part of my evils; the misfortune of this 
little innocent is more inſupportable unto me 
than dll that : Oh, Lord if thcu wouldſt affliet 
the m:ther for ſome fault , which ts her is un- 
known, why wouldſt thou not take unto thee tle 
protecizen of the child, fince thou knoweſt that 
be 1s as litle culrable of my ſin,as capable to bear 
the puniſhment thereot ? Fardon me my God,if 
grief ſnatches theſe plaints from my mouth , 
have believed, fince I know 10t the cauſe of 0 
any evils, that I might finde the eaſe thereof 
from that mercy, which rejefeth no body. 

In pronouncing thefe ſorrowtull 
words, ſhe bathed her Crucifix with the 
torrent of her tears, Which ſpake much 
more thin hertongu e. The little Bono- 
27 mingling his tears with his mother, 
they brake forth into grcans fo pittitull, 
that the rocks were not hard enough not 


ro be touched therewith:Ar laſithe poore | 


Genevieva continuing her regrcets, and 


. embracing amourouſly her croſfe, ſaid | 
unto it , My God, alas my God, what have I | 


done unto thee , that thou treateſt me with 


fo much rigour ? Miracle !! Whileſt the | 
Counteſle ſpake, the heard: the image of | 


our 


he 
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our good Saviour, which replyed to her. 
And what, my daughter , what caxſe have 
you to complain ? You demand,what crime Lath 
brought you hither : and tel! me, what ſin hath 
nailed me to the croſſe ® Are you more inno- 
cent than 1, or your evils, are they preater than 
mine have been ? Tou are without crime, and 
am I culpable ? Tou never thought of the i ifamy 
with which they have ſullied your reputation, 
am I perhaps a ſeducer, and Magician , as they 
reproached me ? Tou receive no cen/olation 
from the creatures ;, is it not enough from that 
of the Creatour ? No body bath compaſſienof 
your evils,who bath had any of mine ? The ve- 
ry inſenſible things have horror of your affiicti- 
on, and the Sun, refuſed be not jo much as to 
look upon mine ? Thy ſonne encreaſes thy ſor- 
rows, believeſt thou that my mother leſſoned 
my torments * Comfort thee, my dauphter,and 
leave me the care of thy affairs; think ſome- 
times that be whs kath made all the geod things 
of the world, bath ſuffered all the evill ; if thin 
compareſt thy cup to mine , thou wilt drich it 
with pleaſure, and wil: thank, me jor the fav.r 
that I do thee to make thee live in dolours , 10. 
die in the joyes of a life laden with the merits 

of patience. 
It would be a ſuperfluous thing to tel? 
you the confuſion that this lietle re- 
G3 proach 
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proach put into the ſpirit of our St,but ! 
think ir will be profirableto tel] YOu, 
that this diſcourſe gave her ſo much cou 
rage, and refolution, that all the thorns 
ſeemed unto her bur roſes; her bitter- 
neſſe but ſweetnefſe; her torments but 
pleaſing delights : this alſo was the de- 
ſign of God to animate her unto pati- 
ence, and not to thruſt her into deſpair 
by this reproach. From this time for- 
ward Genevieva asked not but gricts 
from God, and God gave not but {weets 
ro Geneviewa. To witnefle to her that her 
vertue was not unknown unto him, and 
that her Innocence was very near unto 
that which the firſt tan poſſefſed in the 
delights of Paradiſe, God wholly ſub- 
mitted unto her the rage of the ſavage 
beaſts, ard the liberty of the birds. It 


was an ordinary thing trom her firſt en- | 


trance into the Forrcſt, that the Hind 


came to give ſuck to the child, and to ly | 
every nipht in the Cave, with the mo- | 


ICT RITT 


ther and Son, to the end to warm 
their Icie members : bur fince this laſt fa- | 
vonr,the Foxes,the Hates, and the Wolves | 
came to play with the little Benonz. The | 


birds ſtrived together which ſhould leave | 
himſcli to be raxcn firſt, The Cave of | 


Genevievs | 
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Genevieva was a place, where the Bears 
had no rage, nor the Stagges fear : on 
the contrary one would have ſaid thar 
our holy Pcincefſe had changed their Ma- 
ture, through the compaſlion of her e- 
vils, and given ſome ſenſe of reaſon to 

the beaſts to underſtand her neceſſjLies. 
One day putting on an old garment 
on her ſon in the preſence ofa Wolt,this 
beaſt departed preſently from the den , 
and went to choak a ſheep, whoſe skinne 
he brought to Genevievd , as it he had 
had the judgement to diſcern what was 
proper to warm the body of lier child. 
The Saint reccived this preſent, but yct 
after having ſharply rebuked him for du- 
ing evil to another, to do good to her. 
Would you not fay,my dear Reader, thar 
theCourt of Sifroy was full of Wolves, 
and furious beaſts,and the Grot of Gene- 
vzepa of well mannered Courtiers-a]l the 
difference. was, that in his, the men had 
the cruelty of ravenons Wolves, and in 
hers the beaſts had the courtelies and ci- 
vilities of men, compare the felicitie of 
the one to the other, and you ſhall find 
therein the ſame difference that is be- 
tween the pleaſure of angels and that of 
devils, Icis true, that the earth produ- 
G 4 ced 
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ced not thereany of her contentments; 
but the Heavens had regard enough of it 
making athouſand bleſſings to flide into 
this holy Cave. Nature contributed no« 
thing to the good fortune of this deſert, 
but Grace rendered even the Animals 'mj- 
Niſters thereof. T have ſo many thingsto 
jay upon this ſabje@, that the fear to of- 
fend any one hindereth the will I have to 
ſpeak of them all. I paſſe in ſilence thoſe 
felicities , the image whereof I cannot 
prodtice more perfe&ly, than in that of 
the Garden where he loſt his innocence, 
whom God had made a little Iefſe than 
the angels. Onely I can ſay that Genevie- 
va found in the obedience of the beaſts 
all the ſervice which ſhe cou'd have expe- 
Red in her husbands houſe. Behold a 
pifſage which I cannot omit, being full 
of inſtration. There was near unto this 
retraita very fair fountain, which fur- 
niſhed to onr two lolitary creatures 
more than halt of their life : I know not 
whether the Counteſſe had ever beheld 


her ſclfin the chryſtall of her floods, as | 


fhe one time caſt down her eyes there, ei- 
ther of purpoſc,or by accident, and per- 
ceJved the wrincles of her front,ſhe could 


1fearce know her (ef, the remembrance | 
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of what ſhe had bcen taking ayay the 
bclief of being what ſhe appeared. 
Is. this Genevieva (faid ſhe) no without 
doubt, it is ſome other ? Alas conld it be poſ- 
ſible that theſe languiſhing and dejefted eyes, 
uld ſometime hav? cauſed ſo many flames ? 
this front cut with a thouſand wrinckſes, and 
which reſembles a rude bark, tells me that it is 
not that which made the Toory aſhamed : theſe 
decayed cheeks are nothing like unto thoſe, that 
were made of roſes, and of Lillies. Where 
doth my errour carry me?. alas T feel too well 
that the evils which 1 ſuffer have no other ſub 
je but the deplorable Genevieva. O cruel do- 
lours) truly it may well be ſaid that you are 
barbarous, ſeeing you have made ſo ſtrange a 
Metamorphoſis. Anſwer me unpitifull evills, 
where have you laid the ſnow of my complexi« 
on ? perhaps you have melted it,ts diſtill it in- 
to tears : but having already wept ſo much, 
muſt I have more evils yet to lament? Gene- 
vieva, . poore Genevieva, thouart no more 
but the Image of that which thou haſt been,and 
d vain ſhadow of thy ſelf : Oh poore Genevie 
Ya, poore Genevieva! | 
Whilſt the Countefſe complained thus, 
and indeayvourcd to know her ſelf in the 
Fountain, ſhe ſaw there a divinity re- 
ſenbling thoſe Nimphs, which accord- 
ing 
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Ing to the diſcourſe of Poets, inhabit the 
waters. Her ſpirit was preſently raviſhed 
with admiration of ſo much Majefty:her 
dclire carried her to caſt her ſelf at the 
feet of this Goddeſle, as at the Altar of 
mercy, where her afflitions might be 
changed into felicities. ReſpeCt re- 
trained her deſire. Floating thus be- 
tween fear and confidence, ſhe heard a 
voice a{tde her, though ſhe believed it to 
procecd from that muuth which appear- 
ed in the water : ſhe turned her {elf and 
jaw the Queen of the Angels, her good 
Advocate, who ſaid unto her. 

Truly, my daughter, you have much reaſn 
to complain you of a loſſe which is extremely 
defirable, as being extremely advaniagious, 
Tou are no more fair, ha Genevieva! if you 
bad never been (o, you would yet be bappy : it 
z: the onely quality that hath rendered you cri- 
minall ; and though that ſhould not be, ought 


you to lament the loſſe of a good which you | 


cught not to deſire? you have loſt a thing which | 


bath loſt the balf of the world, planting Ids- | 
litry, and toruſting men into the liberty of all | 
vioes.Oh if yu knewhow acceptable your black- | 
neſſe renders you to my ſon, you would abbor to | 
bave been formerly of another colour : come as | 
gin to your ſelf iy daughter, and complain no | 

| more | 
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mare of your miſeries,fince it ix of thoſe thorns 
that you may compoſe the Crown 6 your glory, 
and of your tears, that you may make the tor- 
rent of your eternal felicittes. 

Scarce had the Ducen of heaven ended 
her Remonſtrance, buc a cloud more 
pure, and more ſhining than ſilver took 
her away from the eyes of the Saint, who 
rcmained full of joy and of confuſion : of 
joy, for having ſeen her, who ſhall make 
a part of our ſenſes beatitude in heaven : 
of contuſion, for having made reckon- 
ing of her paſſed beauty. Notwithſtand - 
Ing this viſit filled her ſpirit with con- 
rage, and with a new reſolution unto 
paticnce ſaying very often unto God. 

And well, my amiable Spouſe , thou wilt 
that Genevieva ſuffer even to the end, Tam 
content therewith : I pretend to remain ds 
faitkfull to thy divine will in the anguiſhbs of 
my grief, as in the proſperities of my pood for- 
tune ; Thou wouldeſt teach me that there is 
nothing to be loved in the world but thy good- 
neſs; I cheriſh nothing then but thee,my God, 
rendering infinite thanks to thy condu@, for ha- 

ving ſteeped me dll the creatures in gall,to wean 
me from their love,and to reduce me into thine, 
Als where ſhouldeſt thou be, my poore heart, 
zf God had not hindered thee to obey thine own 
inclinations 
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inclinations ? without doubt vanity would poſ- 
ſeſſe thee now. O what juſt cauſe have Ito 
thank thee, for doing me ſo much good , by the 
loſſe of ſo ſmal a matter : what can T hope for 
in my busbands houſe , but a voluntary flavery, 
an honeſt lervitude, chains, which though of 
gotd, ceaſe not to be grievous and in{upportable; 
and then what contentment ſhould I expedt, to 
ſee in apalace things in piffure, which nature 
preſents me here in their native and naturail 
beauty ? Do 1 not (ee heaven diſcovered wit) 
all its Stars, which are ſo many eyes opened to 
lighten my patience 2 doth not every creat-.re 
ſerve me for a mirrour, wherein Iperceive ſome 
zmage of my God,there being not one that ſpeaks 


not to me of him ? Theſe little ſilver floods that | 


precipitate themſelves even into the boſome of 
the Sea, ſuy they not unto me with ther mur- 
mure : Genevieva, ſee how thou ſhouldeſt fly 
in'o the boſome of God. Theſe Birds , do they 
not teach me to praiſe him from the morning e- 
ven to the evening ?}/el,what can I hope more? 
honours which are vain , preatneſſe which is 
dangerous, acquaintance which is prejudiziall, 
amities which are fezgned, pleaſures which are 
filthy, delights which are fatall. Ha my God! 
bow much I acknowledge now the ſweeineſſe of 
thy providence, thy holy name be bleſſed for ſa- 
wing a poore creature , whohad never Pens 
thy 
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thy.attraGzons, if they hadnot been charming; 
thy adwonitions, if they bad not been neceſſary; 
nor thy motions, if they bad not been violent. I 
em infinitely indebted unto thee, for doing me 
this favour : notwithſtanding my obligation ap- 
pears unto me yet greater, if Tconider that 
thou haſt conſtrained me to be happy againſt my 
will, framing to me in my ſolitude an image of 
Paradiſe, where all ſelicities are neceſſary. 
Whileft our Saint loſt ker ſelf in the 
pure and innocent joyes of virtue , Sifroy 
had neither repoſe, nor contentment as» 
moneſt the joyes of his houſc: the nighe 
preſented him nothing but black ſhad- 
dows,and fad phanocimes ; The day clea- 
red not but to make him obſervethe ab- 
ſencelof Genevievia ; his ſpirit rouled con- 
tinually ſullen and melancholly thoughts 
often times he was ſeen to wander upon 
the brink of the river, obſerving in the 
inconſtancy ofthe floods the agitation of 


his ſpirit 3 and then as if this humour 


had rendered him ſavage , he rid himſelf 
of his ſervants to give more liberty to his 
ftghes in the horrour ofa wood,being an+ 
gry with his own ſhadow, if the obſcuri- 
ty obliged it to follow him - Who can 
figure to himſelf the deſpaire and fury, 
whereinto heentered, when his memory 
faid unto him : Thou haſt killed Genevieva, 
Thou 
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Thou haſt maſſacred thy ſonne , thou haſt takek 
eway thy poor ſervants life, whoſe pale ſhadows 
purſue thee inceſſantly. Genevieva, where 
are you, where are yct1, my dear pirle , where 
areyou? It was to bebelicved, that if he 
had had Golo in this humour, he had 
brought back the ctiſtom of ſacrificing to 
ghoſts : bur this peridious man feigned 
very fitly a journey , when he perceived 
the temper of his meſter changed ; if his 
misfortune had ſtaid him in the Palatines 
houſe, there h2d been an end ofhis life, 
principally after the horrible, and fear- 
full viſion of Drogun. 1 will not ſay, that 
ic was an illuſion of his ſick ſpirit, fork 
know that God permits ſometimes ſouls 
to come again for the good of ſome per- 
ſons: Examples make ſufficient proofs 
of this truth, which is paſſed even unts 
Hell ; fince that the rich tan in the Go- 
ſpel, who was alwayes cloathed with the 
colour of fire, demanded of the father of 
the faichfull, to return unto the world, 
toavert his brother from the puniſh 
ments of che other lite. 

One night as rhe Palatine was laid to} 
ſleep, he heard about midnight ſome one 
that walked with great paces into his 
chamber: forthwith he drew the —_— | 

| a | 
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of his bed, and having perceived nothing 
at the glimmering of a lictle light thatre- 
mained in the chimney , he indeavoured 
tofleep ; but a quarter of an houre after, 
the ſame noiſe began again, inſomuch 
that he perccived in the midcſt of his 
chamber a great man, pale and gaſhly, 
who trained after him a great bundle of 
chains, with which he ſeemed to be tyed-: 
this horrible vilton, appearing in the ob- 
ſcurigics of che night, was capable to o- 
verthrow the ſpirits of a man, lefl- hardy 
than Sifroy; but being couragious and 
afſared,he asked him what he would have, 
withouc witnefſing much fear, thinking 
it unworthy of him to tremble for ſhad- 
dows,who had not apprehended death ic 
ſelf : Yet could he not forbid a cold 
ſ\weat, which diffuſed it {elf through all 
his body ; eſpecially, when he ſaw thac 
this ſpirit made him fignes to come to 
him ; which he did notwichſtanding, 
tollowing hima thwart a low Court,and 

from thence into a little garden , where 

he no ſooner was, but it vaniſhed away, 

leaving the Count more aſtoniſhed with 

his flight, than if he had cocinned him yer - 

a company ſo little delightful. The Moon 

alded much his fear, forhaving ſhewd him 

until 
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until then where he was,ſhe withdrew af[l 
her light; leaving him to ſeck amidft the 
darknefſe the doore of his chamber. Be- 
ing laid again in his bed, he began to i- 
mapine that he had this great man all of 
Ice at his fides, who preſſed him between 
his arms, this made him call his ſervants, 
who found him more pale than a dead 
man, he difſembled notwithſtanding his 
fear iintill the morning. Scarce began 
the day to break, but he commanded his 
ſervants to open the Earth at the place 
whiere the ſpirit vaniſhed : they had not 
digged above two foot deep, but they 
niet wth the bones of adead man Joaden 
with irons, and chains. There was a 
ſervant who told thc Count, that Mon- 


of the unfortunate Dregan to be caſt in- 
to this very place where they: had found 
this carcafſe. Sifroy ordaincd that they 
ſhould cauſe him to be interred, and that 
Meſſes ſhould be (aid for his repoſe. Since 
this time there was no more noiſe heard 
in the Caftle; but the ſpirit of the Pala» | 
eine ſerved him for viſion, giving him | 
all the horrible imaginations that men 
provoked with fury can figure to them: | 


fietir the Intendant had cauſed che body | 
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-. le was then that he acknowledged 


his frights and his fears were theeffets 
of his crime. Nothing corvid divert him 


- from his black and deep imaginations : 


he had continually before his eyes the i- 
mages of thoſe three Innocents whom he 
believed co havedeſtroyed. Theſe words 
were often lieard to 'proceed from his 
motith:O Genevieva thou tormenteſt me! 
his friends indeavoured to draw him 
from this melancholly, bur the hand of 
God purſued him in eyery place, and the 
image of his crime never abandoned him. 
The devils carry their hell wherefoever 
they go: anda wicked perſon trains al- 
wayes his executioner with him, Sifroy 
had {inned through a ſudden precipicati- 
on, and God clean contrary in his pro- 
ceedings would puniſh him wich a ſow 
and lingring pain, to the end to make 


him feel how dangerous it was not to 


take counſel of reaſon, upon the acci- 
dents that arrive unto us: 

Whilt we amuſe us in the hor- 
rours-of the Count, we loſe the good 
diſcourſe of Genevieve. It was well for- 
ward in the ſeventh year of her ſolitude, 
that the little Benoni, began to have with 
the ſenſe of his miſcries, che full and per- 

H fe& 
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fect nſe of reaſon. His mother forgor 
nothing of allthat which might ſerve to 
his inſtruction, having not the means no 
more than the deſire to leave him the 
goods of fortune, ſhe would not leave 
him unprovided of thoſe with which 
poverty can make it ſelf rich : all her care 
was to teach him to know God, the love 
and reverence which we ow rinto him, 
and that he was not like anto thoſe 
beafts that played with him, for aſmuch 
aS he had a foul which ſhould never dye, 


and that theſe animalls lived not but for - 


a time. Morning and evening before he 
repolſcd himſelf, ſhe made him kneel 
down before the Croſſe, and ſhe never 
permitted him to fuck his hind before he 
had prayed to God. This Iittle Infant 
ſhewed ſo much inclination unto good, 
that his mother was tranſported with 
joy thereof, He made her thouſand pet- 
ty queſtions, which ſhewed enough the 
ſwcernefle of his nature, and the good- 
nelſe of his wit. This made ſometimes 
the poore mother to weep, conſrdering 


that her ſon deſerved well to be brought | 


up in another Schoot than amongſt the 
beaſts. She never granted Benonz to tell 
kim the cauſe of her tears; put difſem- 


bling | 
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bling with prudence, ſhe belicved thar 
ſhe ought not to increaſe his evils in diſ- 
covering the authour thereoft. — 
| cannot forget a diſcourſe which added 

almoſt to the plaints of Genevieva, th 

lofſe of her life. One day as this chil 
played in his mothers boſome, and flat- 
tered her amorolſly with his little hand, 
he demanded her: my mother, you com- 
mand me often to ſay Our father which art 
in heaven, tell me who is my father ? 
Oh little Innocent, what do you ? this 
demand is capable to kill your paore 
mother : indeed Genevieva was upon the 
point to ſownd at theſe words, not- 
wichſtanding, hugging this dear child in 
her boſome, and caſting her arms abour 
his neck, ſhe ſaid unto him : My child, 
your father, is God, have Inot told it you al- 
ready ? look npon that fair Palace, behold bz 
houſe, the heaven i the place where he dwel- 
leth : bnt my mother doth he know me 
well? 0b my ſon replyed Genevieva be cart 
do nd otherwiſe, be knows you, and he loves 
jy6u:how comes it then (anſwered Benont ) 
that: he'doth me no good, and that he 
permits all the evils that we ſuffer ? My 
Jon, it is to deceive our ſelves to believe that 
£0098 are the proof of his love, far be it from 
H 2 7 
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us to have ſuch a thought ; the neceſſities which 
we endure denote a fathers heart on our behalf, 
teeing that riches are no 6ther thing, but the 
means to deſtroy us, with which God puniſhetb 
ſometimes the wicked,reſerving bis bleſſing for 
bis friends in the other world. The little be- 
1oni heard all this diſcourſe w*®much at- 
- rention, but when he heard her make the 
difference of the good and the bad, and 
of another world.he could not chule bug 
thus interrupt Genevieva. And what hath 
my father other children beſides me? and 
where is that other world? my ſon anſwe- 
red the holy Countefſe, God is a great and 
rich father, who hath many children, yet is he 
not leſſe powerfull for all that, for a(much a 
be hath infinite treaſures to pive them. Al- 
though you never were out of this wood, you 
muſt know thar there are Towns and Provinces, 
which are full of men and women, whereof 
{ome follow vertue, and others leave themſelves 
to go after vice. Thoſe who reſpett him as true 
children, ſhall go one day to heaven, to enjoy 
there with him a thouſand contentment :. on 
the contrary theſe that offend him ſha{] be pu- 
niſhed in hell, which is a great place under 
earth full of fire and of torments. Chuſe now 
which you will be; wehave reaſon to he of the 
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ded they be ſo, willingly, ard becauſe that God 
will bave it ſo are aſſared to po into Paradiſe, 
which is that 1 called the other world, Benoni 
could not hold' from asking her when 
they ſhould go into this Paradiſe. [t ſhall 

be after our death replyed the mother. 
This poore Innocent was very far from 
comprehending all that which his mo- 
ther had ſaid unto him, if the goodnefle 
of God had not ſerv'd hima for Maſter, 
enlightning inwardly his little ſoul, and 
laying nak«d to him theſe fair knowled- 
ges, which we learn nor but with a long 
Rudy, and much labcur. He kad never 
ſeen any, and yct hecomprehended pre- 
{ently what theſe Towns and Provinces 
were, as perfe&ly as if he had travelled 
all the world : gf he had heard ſome phy- 
loſophic upon the immortality of the 
ſoul, he conld not better hive compre- 
hended ics eſſence, and its qualities; he 
had even ſome knowledges of which his 
&e was not capable. Experience had ne- 
ver tanght him what death was, bur it 
wanted noe mach, that he had nor a ſor- 
rowfull example thereof in the perſon 
of his mother ſome few dayes afcer : the 
long troubles, the ordiuary griefts, and 
che want of all chings had conſumed a 
H 3 body, 
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body, which could'not ,be but delicate, 
as having been nauriſhed in the delights 
of a Court. She had ({uſtained fix whwle 
Winters, and as many Summers, inſo- 
much, as ſcarce could ſhe know her ſelf. 
To ſee Genevieva and a iceleton', was as 
the ſame thing; the roots whereon ſhe 
fed, had compoſed her body all of carth. 
adge it alittle ficknefſe accompanied 
With all theſe incommodities could not 
ruinea body, which having been worn 
out by extreme dolours, extenuated by 
inſupportable aufterities, and gnawn 
with thouſand boyling cares, had need 
of more than a. puffe to overthrow it. 
And yet behold a violent feaver, which 
Jaid hold on that little blood which reſt- 
ed in her vcins, and enflamed it with ſq 
burning a hear, that the poore Genevievd 
expe&ed nothing but death. Benoni ſee- 
ing the Janguiſhing cyes of his mother, 
er colour extreamly defaced , betook 
himſelt ſo ſtrongly to his cryes that he 
might well be heard of that ſoul which 
was fled already, and befides he ſhed 1o 
many tears, that it was to be feared that 
ſo mach might well extinguiſh that little 
heat which remained to him. At laft Ge- 
nevieva,returned irom a long ſownd = 
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ed for fome time her eyes upon the a- 
miable ſubje& of her griefs, and after 
having told him that hte was the ſon ofa 
reatLord, and all that ſhe had conceal- 

td from him untill then, ſhe add-d.* 
My;ſon, bebold the happy day that comes to 
put endo my pains, I bave no cauſe td com- 
plain of; death, having, no reaſon to defire life. 
I amgeing\to leave the world withcut repret, as 
I bavelived therein withatt deſire. If I were 
capable of any diſpleaſure, it wouldbe to leave 
you without 1emedy,and without ſupport in the 
{ufferance of thoſe evils which you have not 
meerited. Not to lye for the matter, this con- 
fiderat ion would touch ſenſibly my beart, if 1 
had not one more high, which conſtrains me to 
put my-interefts and yours into the hand of him, 
who ic the good father of orphans,” and the pow- 
erfull ſupport of the innocent. It is to him that 
1 leaye the care of your Infancy , it is from 
bim thet you onght to expect your aſſiſtance; caſt 
your ſelf amorouſly into bis arms, and pit. all 
Your confidence in his goodneſſe. 1 will not h. ve- 
youretain-any thoughts of a poore mether, whe 
bath not brought you intg the world, but to ſuf-. 
fer a{ltberevils thereof; yet if you defre- to 
render ſomething to my cares, behold what T. 
demand-of you for an acknowledgement : 1. 
©69ure yeu,: 29 dear ſon,to bury with my body 
H 4 the 
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the reſentments of my injuries, ſince there ig 
none but God alone that knows their preatneſſe, 
there isnone but he that can ordgin them their 
puniſhments. The punition of an injuſtice is 
never Juſt, when we our ſelves are the authors 
of the revenge, and the ſubjef} of the offence, 
And then my dear Benoni,the injury that they 
bave done me is of a ſtrange nature, ſeeing you 
cannot be pious without offending piety, nor re- 
venge.your n.other, but by the outrage of your 
own father. In this caſe it would be to waſy 
your bands with blood, to make them clean, 


and to make your ſelf wounds to heal your ſelf. | 


T know that it is bard to ſuffer evil without 
complaining. of: it, this alſe is not that I deſire 
of you; be ſenſible of your evils,nature wils it,but 
reſent them uot ſeeing that wertye ſorbids it; 
have more regard to the good will of Ged,which 
permits bur affitions, than to their evil will 
who procure them us. If nature invite you to the 
defire of revenge, grace will remove you frum 
it ; if humane reaſon commanas it,divine for-. 
bids it; if impatience perſwades it, ſweetneſſe 
abherres it : if the example of men carries you 
thereunto, that of God ſhould draw you from 

thence. We oupht rather to obey the judgement 

im this than the will, and to hear reaſon than 

to hearken to our ſenſes. T hope that the mercy 

of God will ds us juſtice, and that it will give 
a hi alt 
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all the world to underſtand that you are ſon of a 
mother very little guilty to be in ſo ill eſteem, 
and toe innocent to be ſo unjuſtly aflited. More- 
over my ſon,after having laid this body in earth, 
do that which God ſhall inſpire you, if be will 
that you return to your father, make no diffi= 
culty thereat ; you have thoſe qualities which 
will make you acknowledged; the reſemblance 
of your viſage to bis will not permit him to diſ= 
claim you, if be remembers yet what he is : as 
for me, from whom you cannot expe other 
good but my deſires and beneditions,T give them 
you as aburdantly as heaven can diſtribute them 
wnto you. 

In ſaying this, ſhe put her Benoni on 
his knees, moyftening his little. viſage 
with the reſt of her tears. Repreſent to 
your ſelves, the pity of this ſpe&acle : 
the poore Genevieva attended the end of 
her miſeries, and Benoni the beginning of 
his dolours. Death ſecing them in this 
poſture advanced himſclt to give the laſt 
ſtroke of his rage. Stay cruel], ir is not 
time yct to cut off ſo precious a life, at- 
tend to give her her death, till the juſtice 
of God hath rcndercd her her honour. 
Whar ſpoils canſt thou hope from fo mi- 
ſerable a creatur«2her body bath no more 
fcſh to. nouriſh thy worms, thou wile - 

| \ ; gnaw 
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gnaw her bones, griet hath done that al- 
ready:thou prerend'lt perhaps to encreaſe 
the number of thy phantoſmes and of 
thy ſhadows, let her live it is no more 
any other thing. Whilſt chat our Coun- 
tcfſe expected death, two angels more 
fair than the ſyn centred into her Grotr, 
who filled it with odour and light. Being 
approached to her Jiitle bed of boughs, 
he who tas tatelar cf the lick, ſaid unto 
her in tonching. her; Live Genevieva, 
God will have it (po : then opening her dy- 
ing liddes, ſhe perceived theſe Angels, 
who gave her not time to be conſidered; 
leaving her with hea)th; the aſtoniſhment 
of this miraculons cure. God doth no- 
thing which hath not its laſt perfe@ion, 
contrary unto men, who travell by lit- 
tleand little, and who drive away a dil- 
eaſc by remedics, which are ſometime vio- 
lent evils. The great Phyſician of hea- 
ven gives a full and perfect health by the 
ſole command which he gives the fick- 
ncff: to retire, his m:dicines are without: 
diſpuſt, and his cures without weakneſ- 
{cs : ſo ſoon as the Angels departed from 
the-cave of Genevieva, ſhe departed from 
her poore bed as ſtrong as ſhe was before 
this laſt ſtcknefſe. To ſee her. riſe, .one 
—” would 
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would have ſajd it was a reſyrre&ion 
that was made,and not a cure. The child 
wept for joy to ſec his Mother revive,and 
Genevieva {ighed with fadneffe, to ſee her 
{cf driven back again from the port in- 
to the tempeſt. : 
 Afﬀlitt you no more,Genevieva,God contents 
bimſelf with your ſufferings, he doubts no more 
ef a fidelity, which be hath known by ſo long a 
patience. Tour evils are finiſhed, your crown 
is atchieved, the fire of your glory hath been 
long enough buried in the bottome of the pit of 
calumny, it is time that it break forth, and 
make appear the fair and innocent rayes of its 
light. It was near uponſeyen years that Si- 
froy & Genevieva ſuffered, the one in the 
horrours of a crime which he had not 
committed bur through ignorance,& the 
other in the miſeries which ſhe endured 
not but by injuſtice. God. wiliing to 
make appear the innocence of the one, 8 
the error of the other permitted that that 
wicked Sorcercfſe , with whom he had 
ſeen the imaginary finne of his wife, 
was taken, accuſed +nd convittcd of hai- 
nous crimes, Which ſhe could not deny, 
though they were falſe for the moſt part. 
Being upon the'point to expiate her of- 
fences by the flames, and already tyed = 
the 
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the infamous ſtake of puniſhment , ſhe 
d manded permiſſion of the Juſtice to ſay 
{ome laſt words, which was granted her, 
After the conteſlion of ſome crimes, ſhe 
declared that of all the evils which ſhe 
had ever commirted, that of rendring 
an innocent perſon grnilty, preffcd her 
moſt. The Miniſters of Juſtice laid hold of 
theſe words, and commanded her to ex- 
preſſe her ſelf on this laſt point, which ſhe 
did, avouching that the Palatine Sifry 
had pur his wife to death upon a ſuſpiti- 
on which the illuſtons of her Mapick 
had eiven him. The Sorcereffe dyed up- 
on this proteſtation, which was prefent- 
ly reporced to the Count, who was nd 
Ieflc orrowtfull for this news, than com- 
forted to ſee that though he had loſt his 
wife without recovery, ſhe was at laſt 
dead without reproach. 

Who con deſcribe the rage that ſciſcd 
his ſpirit, the menaces of his choller a- 
gainſt co, and the ſweet plaints that he 
made unto his witeand his fon : oh cru- 
e! Hangman! was It not enough to ru- 
10e my Houſe without hazarding the Ho- | 
nour thereot? If thou hadſt malice ta maſ- 
facre the Innocent; why found thou not means 


zrore honeſt to thy cruelty ? if thou hadſt not 
| ven 
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been as impudent as unjuſt in thy calumny, 
wouldſt thou not think to have done ſufficient? 
0h that thou haſt not a hundred lives to expi- 
ate the borrour of this crime, perfidious traitor 
thou ſbendſt leſe one of them in the flames, anc- 
ther under the ſword,a third between the teeth 
ef my dogs , and all in as many kinde of deaths, 
as thy malice bath had diverſe artifices in her 
calumnies : but you are ſtill dead, deplorable 
vittimes, thou art dead, my deere Genevieva, 
thou art dead innocent Lamb, which T have as 
ſoon made to die as to live ; Torr blood cries 
vengeance unto heaven againſt me, and marts 
upon my front the ſhame of villany. Oſha:il I 
beg your pardons of a fault, which wy credulity 
onely hath committed ? And #hy ſhould Int 
hope this favour from your mercy , ſeeing that 
you are as good as immocent ? if an extream 
ſinconrevenge it ſelf by an extream puniſhment; 
Oh Ipromiſe you to expiate mine , and to waſp 
my hands in the barbarous blood of him, who i; 
the cauſe thereof. 

It would be an infinite thing to tell 
you all thoſe malediftions which his 
choler made him pronounce againſt Golo: 
yet conſidering that we ſhould not cry 
after the Birds which we would take, he 
made. his paſſion to be governed by his 
Tdgement, and diſſembled his diſcontent 


or 
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for fear to vent his defigne. Golo hid re: 
tired himſelfto his houſe theſe two years; 
and came to ſte the Palatine onely when 
civility conſtrained him to this daty, 
What doth Stfroy ? hetakes good order, 
that heeſcape him not, he prayes him by 
letter to come to aide him at a ſolemn 
hunting:The deſign thereof was true,bit 
he declared notto him that he was the 
beaft which he would there take. Behold 
him then in the Palatines,houſe,and from 
thence in the ſarne Tower”', . where he had 
held fo long time his innocent miſtrefſe : 
Say now that God isnot juſt, ſay that he 
ſleeps, and that his providence leaves vir. 
tae to ſuffer, and vice to triumph. Gels 
ſighed with fear, andGenevrevd {ighed with 
Jove, he loft himſe'f in the horrours of 
his puniſhment, whileſt ſhe Ioſt her ſelf in 
the ſweet extafics of her ſolitude, This 
is nothing yet, you ſhall ſee preſently 
that God ſerveshimſelf wich the malice of 
the wicked,as we uſe Serpents and Vipers, 
from whom we ſeek their venome, and 
after cruſh their heads. The Palatine ha- 
ving thus given the condu of the pu- 
riiſhmene which he meditated, to his dif- 
cretion, took up adefigne to invite his 
allyes at the kings feſtival , and m_— 
Ga 
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feaſt to put Gols into their hands: to this 
purpoſe, he made all the proviſton = 
could be for a ſumptuous and magnifick 
banket : All the elements farniſhed there 
their delicates : the Count willing to 
contribute thereunto ſomething of his 
labour, reſolved to goa hunting - the 
day which he had choſen, had no ſooner 
diſſipated the darknes, & wakcd the birds, 
but Sifroy departed, co the end to ſurpriſe 
the beafts in thetr lodges. It would be ro 
engage one's (ſelf in a labyrinth to de- 
ſcribe all the turns and returns of the 
Hares, the cunning of the y<Jllow beaſts, 
the flight of the Stags, and the retreat of 
the Boars:Alchough this diſcourſe mighe 
be pleaſing, it would be anprofitable, be- 
ing from the matter, and rhen [ have ſo 
many neceſſary things, that I leave wil- 
lingly the ſuperfluous. 

Whileſ they heated themſelves in the 
Challe, the providence of God prepared 
its troak, but in a faſhion all amourous, 
and full of ſweetneffe, Scarce was our 
Palatine ſeparated from his people,but he 
perceived a Hinde at the mouth of the 
wood,(it was the Nurſe of his poor ſon) 
he preſently fer ſpurs to his horſe, bur ſhe 
gained the Forreſt, bruſhing a thwart the 


buſhes, 
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beſhes,ſfo lowly though, that ſhe ſeemed 


to deſire hertaking, or at leaſt to be cha. 


ſed : Sifroy purſued her even to a Cave, 
Alias it was that of our Innocent 
Counteſſe. As he made himſelf ready to 
darta Javelineat this poore beaſt, he be; 
held ſomething in the bottotfte of thac 
den, which reſembled much a woman, 
but that. ic appeared naked, having no 
Other cloathing but a long and thick 
drefſe of hair, which covered in ſome 
{aſhion all her body. This ſpe&acle made 
him approach it, till he might diſcern 
that It wasa woman, in whoſe boſome 
the Hind ſought Sanuary. The Count 
and the Countefle were then ſeiſed with 
two different admirations : Sifroy, won- 
dred at the familiarity of this beaſt, and 
at the extreme neceflity of the woman, 
whom he had taken for a Bear : Genevie- 
va, who had not been viſited, bur of the 


Angels theſe ſeven years, could not ſuff- | 


ciently admire to ſee her husband, whon 
ſhe preſently knew, though unknown 
her ſelf. Afcer that the aſtoniſhment had 
made place to other thoughts, the Pala- 
tine prayed her to approach him ; but 
Genevieva, who was too modeſt to ap- 
pear ſo naked, requeſted him ſomething 
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to cover her, which he did letting fall 
his Cafſuck, with which fhe cloathed 
her felf. When ſhe was wrapped with this 
cloak, Sifroy came towards her, and que- 
Rioned her of many things. FE. 

O wiſdome of God, how admirable 
arc thou? during their diſcourſe, the 
a of heaven awaked the remem- 
rance of Genevieva in the ſoul of Sifroy, 
who demanded of her her name, her 
countrey, and how it came ſhe was reti- 
red-into ſo fearfull a deſart. 

Sir.Creplyed Genevieva) I am apoore wo» 
man of Brabant, whom necefity hath con- 
ſtrained to retire into this little corner of the 
world, having not any ſupport elſewhere. It is 
true, I was married to a man, who could do me 
good, if be had had ſo much will thereunto as. 
power. The ſuſpition which be too lightly took of 
my fidelity,made hin core to my rue,” and 
to that of a child, which was not conceived 
with the finne that was impoſed upon me:andif 
the {ervanits, who received the command to makie 
me die;had had ſo much precipitation ts execute 
thy Sentence, 4s be bad imprudence ts cont- 
demini me, 1 bad not lived the ſpace of-ſever 
gears in ſolitude, where T have not had any 
aid;but of the air,of the water,& of ſome roots, 
which have-no lefſe {erved to prolong thy mijſe- 
| I ſeries. 


"4% The Innocent -Lady; or. : 


ſeries than my life. During this ſad DiC. 
courte, luve ſpake in the heart of Sifroy, 
and his cyes, ſought upon this exe: 
nnated vitage the marks of his dear wife: 
his ghs ſaid unto. him, without doubt; 
behold Genevieva, but the extreme milc- 
ric ot our penitent permitted him ngg 
eo icttle himſclt in this opinion... The 
malice ob Gelo ſeemed unto him roo pru- 
dent, and too full of artificcs to let her 
live, who had been the ſubj.& of his hate, 
Yet ſhe {aid,that a ſuſpition was the cauſe 
of-her misfortune, that ſhe was of Bra- 
bant, that her husband was of quality, 
that he had a defign againſt her lite, Q 
what force hath love! this vifage which 
{o many auſfteritics had defaced, gave him 
certain aſſurances of that which: he 
ſought. But my. friend, tell me your 
'name-: Sir, 1 am called Genevieva : at 
theſe, words, the Count Ter himſelf drop 
from his horſe, -and skipping punto. her 
neck, he exyed out: T5 it thee then, my' dear 
-Genevieva, alas-isit tbee, whom 1:have jo 
_ long lamented as dead? and from whence comes 

thjs good fortune ts me, to embrace her whom 

T deſerve not to ſee ? 'but what though, may 1 
remain in the preſence of her whom I have kil- 
led at leaſt with defire  O my dear-Girl, par- 
{4 don 


The Iluſtrious Innocence. IIs 
dn an offender, who confeſſing bis ſin avouch-' 
eth yoar Innocence. If one life may ſerve,after 

having made you die ſo many times, 1 put mine 

int. your. hands, diſpoſe thereof according to 

your will; Twill live no longer than it ſhall 

pleaſe you, ſince that my life and my death de- 

pend of your Fuſtice Geneviev ! 

Ic ts true, that great gricfs can neither 
weep nor complain,and lt is no leffe true, 
that imioderate joyes cannot ſpeak. Af- 
cer this firſt ſally, the Count and the 
Countelſe remained immoveable like 
marble Statues, without power to ſpeak 
aword ih a long time.Genevieva thought 
of: the amiable providence of God, which 
rendered. her Honour by thoſe wayes; 
which were rather miracles, than mira- 
calous ; and Sifroy could nor fatisfie him- 
{c]f with ſeeing a viſage, which he had 
ſometimes ſo much loved, and which he 
relpe&:d then, as the moſt ſacred part of 
aSaint. The miſeries and languiſhments 
had not ſo conſumed her body,that there 
Was not yet ſome remains of that former, 
baautie, which had made him to adore + 
it; this pierced the heart of the Palatine 
torhaving perſecuted vertue in ſo fair a 
body.” So ſoon as the extaſie and ravith- 
ment gave him the liberty to breath, = 
2 r 


t16 : The Innocent Lady, or 


arſt word he uttered was this : I7here 


then my poare-Infant Genevieva? where is the 
miſerable ſon of a father, who hath been more 
unfortunate than wicked? Then the Prin. 
cefſe who knew the true regret of her 
Husband, and faw in his tearg,che image 
of his ſonl, willing to render peace'to 
his ſpirit, uſed ſome of theſe ſweet words, 
with which fhe was wont to careffe him 

formerly. 
My Lord,blot ut of your mind the Temems 
branee of my miſeries, and of your error:ſeeing 
we have no other power upon things paſs'd but 
oblivion; let us adde nothing to our evils through 
our diſability to cure them. Ggd bath not re- 
ſerved us hitherto, but to enjoy the fruits of hit 
mercy, let us not refuſe that which he preſents 
unto us. For me,who ſeem to have the greateſt 
intereſt in this, Ipardon with all my heart 
thoſe who procured me evil, and much more 
willinply thoſe, who have not done it me but by 
ſurpriſe. Think not that I retain any reſentment 
apainiſt you ; if you bave hated a malefatireſſe, 
{ have never been the ſubje& of your hate. You 
have failed, your fault is ſo much the more par- 
donable unto you, as it hath been profitable un- 
to me : Ive ſatisfied'then, Genevieva lives, 
and your ſon alſo.Surely Sifroy had need of 
a great force to moderate fo great a joy ; 
31s 
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but this vertue was yet more neccſſary 
when he ſaw his little Benni, who 
brought his two hands full cf roots to 
his mother. I am no more able to repre- 
{ſent the contentment of this father, than 
a great painter who vailed the grief of 
of him who could not ſcea ſacrifice ro 
be made of his daughter. Fancy to your 
ſelf all the contentments that a father 
could haye, and ſay affuredly that Sifroy 
enjoyed themall ; how many {weet rears 
(hed -he in his boſo@me? how many kiſſes 
imprinted he upon his mouth,and upon 
his cheeks? how many embraces,and ac- 
colades think you that he gave him2Love 
loſeth nothing ; we need not doubt bur 
he rendered him then, all that which he 
owed him theſe ſeven years. But whar is 
become of all our Hunters ? Sifro blew 
his Horn, and called them, all the wood 
reſounded with his voice : at Iaft three 
or four of thoſe that knew it, betook 
themſelycs inftantly to the place, from 
whence it came. 

O God, what aſtoniſhment feilcd not 
their ſpirits to find their Maſter in this 
conjunAure, to ſee a little child hanging 
' on hisneck, a woman by his ſide, and a 
hind amongſt kis dogs without any > 
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re}!l. What admication when they kney 
It was that Lady which they had ſo much 
lamented. 

The Palm ſeparated from her male wi- 
thers and languiſhes, inſomuch that one 
would take-it for a dry tree, but ſo ſoon 
as ſhe can embrace with her boughs him 
whom ſhe ſeems to love,her branches take 
a vigour,which viſibly makes them grow 
young again. Genevieva, who amongſt 
the troubles of her ſorrow, and the nc. 
celſities of her poverty , had had time 
enough to loſe her beauty, took again fo 
much grace at the ſight of her dear F;- 
froy, that reſembling ſomething that 
which ſhe had becn, the ſcrvants had not 
much labour to know her. T hey could 
not chuſe but give teat's to this firſt joy; 
{ome were readily ſent to the Caſtle to 
ſeek aLitter, and cloths, others giving 
ali what they could of theirs to cloath 
the Counteſle followed ſoftly. It was not 
without diſpleaſure,that Genevieva quit- 
ted fo pleafing an abode,at leaſt he:|[words 
witneſſed ſome regret. 

Adiew (aid this good Princefſc) adien 
facred Grott, who haſt hid ſo long, time my for- 
rows : ddiew trees who have defended me front 


che Sunne, adiew amiable Brook, which haſt 
ſerved 
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ſerved me often with Near : adiew little 
Birds, who have hept me ſo good Company; as 
drew ſweet animals, who have been unto me (0 
many ſervants ; mayeſt thou never ſerve for a 
retreat -ts thieves, my deargrot ; Let not the 
heat of the San ſcorch theſe boughes ; let the 
venome of the ſerpents never empoiſon the le was- 
ters; let not birdlime nor gins deceive the? 
birds, nor the hunters ever hurt theſe innocent 
beaſts. + 
One might ſay without much fixion; 
that all the creatures witneſſed the di{- 
pleaſure of this departure. The den be- 
came more dark : the water feemed to 
murmure more loud,and run more {wift- 
ly then ordinary : The Zephires ſighed 
thereat, and the Birds accompanied her, 
even at the going forth of the wood, de- 
noting by zlre beating of their wings,and 
the tone of their languiſhing ſongs, the 
diſpleaſure of this ſeparation : there was 
none but the Hinde, which was without 
regret, becauſe ſhe followed the Counteſs, 
wichout ever moving from her. 

Having gonea mile, thoſe who were 
ſent to the Caftle returned, accompanied 
withall the Domeſticks, who could nct 
fay one ſole word to their good Miſtreſle, 


{0 abſolutely had joy pofſelſcd them : As 
they 
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they approzched the houſe, two fiſhers 


men advanced towards the Palatine, and 
preſented him a fiſh of a prodigious great- 
neſl; - but the marvel was, that after ha- 
ving opened him, they found in his gar- 
bage a ring which Sifroy knew, to be that 
which Genevieva had caſt into the river : 
This new miracle cauſed a new admira- 
tion In all the afſiſtance,and chicfly in the 
ſpirit of the Count, who could not praiſe 
enough the goodneffſe of God, that made 
thedumb to ſpeak , to declare the inno- 
cence of his wife. This was not thefirft 
tive that ſuch like prodiglecs have hap» 
pened. A King of the Samians having caft 
an Emeranld into the ſea , 11x dayes after 
one brought him a fiſh, which had it un- 
der his tongue; no body can be ignorant 
of that which arrived to St. Morillus afs 
ter {even years travel : And to come neer 
unto the age of our Counteſle; it is cet- 
tain that St. drnoult grandfather to the 
great Chatlemain, recovered in a fiſh the 
ring , which he had caft into the Moſelle, 
1:{omuch that this fame river having ren- 
dred that of onr Genevieva, feemeth tg 
lxave ſome fence and feeling of juſtice. 
Admire yon not the ſweet goodneſs of 
heaven, which diſcovers in the end an 1in- 
. NOCENCT 
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nocence,which hate had laid hold on,ca- 
Jumny ſullicd, credulity convicted, rhiſes 
ries afflited , and ſolitude obſcured the 
ſpace of ſeven years. Obſerve It you pleaſe 
the chanves of fortune, or rather the ef 
fets of Gods providence : Behold Gene- 
vievd in the d=1ights of a Palace,alas ! who 
is happy there?ſtay, behold her in the ob- 
ſcurity of a priſon , in the horrour of a 
deſert, and worſe than all this, in the ne- 
ceſſity of all things, and in the pain of a 
crime,the onely conceit whereof is a cru- 
ell martyrdome to a Lady of honor: all 
15 loſt, a little patience;] lee her comming 
out of theſe vapours of calumny, as the 
Sun out of the cloud, I ſee.her cheriſhed 
like a wife, ſerved like a Queen , adored 
likea Saint + what ſay you now? Is God 
good? bchold it he be juſt. 

All the kindred and friends of Sifroy 
failed not to viſit him in his palace, where 
they met with a far greater ſubje& of joy 
than they hoped , when they knew their 
o00d kinſwoman, and underſtbod the 
means which God uſed to declare her in« 
.Nocence - there was no body that rens 
dered not thanks unto God , for ſo great 
a benefit: ſome ſaluted the morher,others 


Were alwayes glucd on the cheeks of the 
childe: 
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childe : nothing was forgotten of all that 
could encreaſe this rejoycing : The feaf 
dured a whole week cntire,the joy where- 
ot was not troubled , but with the dil. 
pleaſure onely to ſee that the Countell: 
conld not raſte;cither fleſh,orfith: All that 
which her ſtrength and ftomack could 
endure, was herbs and roots, a little bet- 
ter accommodated then thoſe ſhe eatein 
her ſolitude. 

Some dayes being thus paſſed. away in 
pleaſures and delights, the Count com- 
manded that they ſhould draw Golo out 
of priſon, who had not been then cntire, 
It he had not reſerved him to a puniſh- 
ment more rigorous; they brought him 
into the chamber , where the Counteſ| 
was withall this Nobility , which was 
come to viſite Sifroy : It was there where 
all the terrors of an evill conſcience {ei 
ſed this wicked man ; his artifices ſerved 
him no more, he could not deny a crime 
which had men, the beaſts, and the fiſh 
for witne{ſcs. The hope of a pardon ſee: 
med unto him a new ſin, the fear of tor- 
ments tortured him already, the image of 
death puthim into tranfies ; the goodnes 
of Genevieva gave him a thought of his 
lafery, but the horror of his offence _-_ 


Loc 
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ſcdit, and repreſented to him, that it 
was as little reaſonable to expett mercy, 
as he was worthy of pardon. Her picty 
made him to hope it, but his own cruelty 
took from him all his confidence : The 
amity of the Count endeavoured to give 
bouldnefſe , but his juſt indignation fitled 
him with fear ; he would fain finde in his 
heart the aſſurances of pardon, bur his 
eyes, his voice, and all his viſage ſpake 
not to him, but of Gibbets, and of pu- 
niſhmencs; at laft daring not ſo much as 
to fix bis ſight upon her, whom he had fo 
unworthily treated, he fell down with 
fear and falntnefiz. Sifroy kindling all hjs 
countenance With choller, and thunder- 
ing forth fearfull rhreatnings, after ha- 
ving reproached him for his infidelity, 

condemned him to die. It was here, thar 

g00dneſs came to combat with malice, 

prudence with artifice , compaſſion with 

cruelty , ſweetnefſe with all the reſent- 

ments of nature,and clemency with c<qui- 

ty ic ſelf. Genevieva not able to ſee a 

wretch without picty,indeavoured to re- 

voake the Sentence of death,ſpeaking un- 

to Sifroy in theſe tearms. 

Sir, ( ſaid this good miſtreſſe) although 
good ſucceſſes juſtifie not evill intentions, I have 
nos 
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wotwithſtanding ſome cauſe to beg of you the 
life of Golo, for the great gagd which he hath 
procured me. I confeſſe that all his proceedings 


being unjuſt, I cannot finde his pardon but in 


your poodneſſe 3 but if you look upon the favors 
that I bave derived from thence, T believe that 
he may bave recourſe to anotber wvertue than 
mercy : T diſpnije not bis fault to give it a fai 
ziJage , Golo bath offended Genevieva; he 
would have raviſt from her her honour,” with 
ber Ife : to whom belongs it to purſue the re- 
venge of this crime but to her ſelf ? if you ſay 
that her itt;urjes are yours , and that you enter 
mto all ber intereſts , T an/wer, that you ſhould 
not take d leſſe part in her deſires , and as there 
zs nothing in the world that I deſire with more 
p4//ion than the life of Golo, I muft expet 
this contentment frem your goodneſſe , as he 
haves this favour from my benefits. Permit that 
T adde to that little virtue which TI have, the 
glory to vanqniſh my ſelf inthe thing which is 
moſt ſenſible to me,that is to give life unto bim, 
who uſed all the-means be could to take, mine 
from me : but if you are fixed t9 the deſigpie of 
puniſhing him, I know no means more proportis 
enable to bis crime, then to leave bim under the 
bands of bis own Conſcience , which will fur- 
niſhhim with a thouſand execattoners, and a 
thouſand pakiſomerts : In a word, my dear S1- 
iroy, 
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froy, I deſtre that he live , and that he owe 
bis life to theſe tears, which I give to bis mi- 
ery. 

; Who would not have ycelded himſelf 
to the prayers of ſo fair a mouth ? Golo 
bepan to hope , all the company cxpeRed 
the pardon ofhis crime : This diſcourſe 
could nor contradi@& the expeRtation of 
the company without giving it admira- 
tion'” the poore malefattour was ſo 
touched therewith, that he cryed cut,fal- 
ling at the feet of Genevieva. 

Madame, it 1 now that I penetrate bciter - 
than ever into the goodneſſe of yonr heart, and 
the malice of mine, als! who would bave 
dared to hope that ſhe whom {o many juſt rea- 
ſons oblige to ny ryine, world* defrre my pre- 
ſervation? miſerable Golo,iti is at this inſtan: 
that thou art unyorthy of thy life, fince that 
would'ft bave raviſhed that of this holy Prin- 
ceſſe. No, no, my good Miſtris, ſuffer me to 
dye : ordinary regrets and diſpleaſures cannit 
expiate my offence 3, it + fit that the rigour of @ 
ſhameful} death revenge its cruelty, Blood is ne- 
ceſſary where tears are unprofitable : ſince T 
eamot merit my pardon, permit that I ſuffer 
my puniſhment. I have attempted your honour, 
the violence of paſſion might ſerve me for ex- 
-uſe, Tour royrage having reſiſted my purſuits, 
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T have flandered your innocence ; this ſin.is.ve- 
ry black, yet it nidy be forgotten. Twas not. 
content to make your vertue to be doubted, batt 
T endeavoured to take away your life: truly this 
crime ought net to find pardon, having no pres, 
tence dt all. It is not that your goodneſſe i5,n0t! 


great enongh to grant me this ſuvour, neverthes. 


lefſe, ſeeing that T am altogether unworthy 
thereof, I have not the defire. So my dear mis 
ftris all that I beg of you in dying is, that my 
crime live no longer ia your memory, and that 
my blood waſh away the reſentment thereof in 
your heart. , | 
As he had ended theſe words, or to 
ſpeak more properly, the ſobbes having. 
interrupted them, his eyes powred forth 
ſo many tears, that it was to be believed 
he would have melted at the feer of the 
Princefle. x 
Golo took Genevieva for that which ſhe 
was, extremely ſenſible, bur if ſhe had 
much pity, Sifroy had no lefſe zeal. God 
who is as juſt as mercifull, would give by 
this firoke an example unto men, arid 
harden the heart of the Count, who be- 
Heved to have need of all the goodneſſe 
of his wife, for his own pardon, Bchold 
then his condemnation confirmed, thy 
lcd him unto prion, to attend there the 
execution 
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execution of the Sentence. Sifroy who 
would puniſh the extaordinary crimes 
by toxments which were not commo:, 
tound himſelf troubled about the man- 
nerof his death : ſometimes he would 

venge himiclf of his infidelity, in ex- 

| a-_ him to the rage of his dogs, which 
|] zethe ſimbole of its contrary, and then : 
configering that his finne had beginning 
fromthe infamous fires of love, it ſrem- 
ed reaſonable unto him to cover them 
wich the aſhes of his proper body, or to 
quench them in the waters of, the River . 
All theſe puniſbments were great, but his 
crime was no lefſe. Sifroy thoughr not to 
be ſufficiently revenged, if the effe&ts of 
his vengeance had not had ſomething ot 
extraordinary. At laſt having long wa- 
vered thereupon, he concluded to make 
him dye in this manner. 

There was In the PalJatines Herd four 
of thoſe ſalvage oxen, which the black 
Forreſt nouriſhed, which were brought 
by his Command, and being coupled 
tail to tail, the miſerable Golo was tyed 
by the arms, and legges, Which werepre- 
ſehtly ſeparated from his body, whoſe 
infamous reliques found their Tomb. iu 
the tomach.of the Crows by a juſt judge- 

| | mertr 
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ment of God, to the end that the body 
of ſo wicked a man might beſo ill lodged 
aftet his death, as his ſoul had been dy. 
ring his life. - _ 
Bchold the puniſhment of a man, who 
was not unfortunate, but by roo. much 
.good fortune.See the ordinary fruits that 
falſhood produceth - behold the precipi- 
ces whereunto a wicked Paſſion carries 
us: b<liold the ſhipwracks whereinto the 
winds of proſperity drive tis : behold 
the ſports of fortune, wiich flatters not 
our hopes, but ro ſeduce them. Decejve 
not your ſelves herein, if ſhe ſhew you 
a fair viſage, remember that the Sirens do 
the ſame : ifſhe allures by her careſles, the 
Panther doth it alfo; if her zmorous 
plaints jnvite you, the ſighs of the Cre- 
codile ſhould ſerve for your inftrution: 
If ſhe ſhineth, her brightneſfe is no mores 
amible then that of the falſ meteors; mile 
rable Galo,I ſee thee added to the exampl: 
of choſe whom this traitreffe hath deeei- 
ved! O how happy bad thy condition 
been, if it had been leffe eminent,and how 
thy life had been affured, if favor had not 
expoſedit! let us feek, I pray you, the 
firft ſtep of his misfortune, and weſhal 
finde that it was the authority _" 
a 
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had acquired. in his' Maſters houſe; the 
ſecondjtoo great aliberty to behold that 
whichuhe ſhould not defire ; and the laſt, 
afove without refpe&,whence proceeded | 
2 demand without honour , a- purſuic [\ 
without ſucceſſe ,.a hate:without cauſe, a 
alumby without jadgment , and a pu- 
niſhment: without mercy ;: on the other 
kd&zif we look upon the innocent Coun- 
| eſſe; we ſhall ſeevirtue ſmarred, bur for | 
itglorys conſtancy ſhaken, but. for its W 
ſeelement 3} ſanity deſpiſe; but for her _ 
ſecurity : and moreover we ſhall ac- | 
knowledge that the triumphes of vice are | 
ſhore, and its confuſion very long; and [ 
that it js not once onely that God hath 
withdrawn the innocent heads from the | 
{word of the Executioner, to the end £0 > 
crown them. LESS | | 
Thoſe who were found accomplices to 
Golo, received puniſhments proporti- 
onable to their faults,and thoſe who had 
ſheiwed themſelves favorable to the affli- 
ion of Genevieva, inet with no lefſe gra- 
titude im her, then the others of ſeverity 
n the ſpiric of the Palatine :- that poor 
maid who bad pity of the Counteſſe, and 
hadbrought her ink , found ner benefit 
Written otherwiſe than ups papcr.Death 
NES] K hindered 
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hindered Geneviewd to reconpente thoſe 
who had given her life , in-nox taking ir 
away; for as much as the one df. them 
was deceaſed, the other received all the 
acknowledgement ;vf that pood aGion ; 
Thefe rxecompentes and pains were fob 
lowed with the contentments of all thoſe 


that loved virtue. The [little Benomiwas | 


he "that (found more fortune :in ithis 
change : the very pleaſures of a Solicule, 
made him to taftthe-delights of his houſe 
wicth:more {weetrnefſe. Never had he been 
ſo happy, if he had not been miferabls, 
notwichſtanding'his ſpirit ſtayed nar fo 
much-on'bis contentments, that he cook 
not the tinture of all the good qualitie 
withwhich Nobility might advanbelhis 
merit. Nothing of low was obſcoved_ in 
this little courage, for having ben 
brought up in;poverty:nothing - of wTd- 
nefſe forhaving been'bred with the bear, 
The'father-and inocher took n{mpula 
pleaſure in-thegood inclinations of \rhis 
ſon,aidinghimwtchetrwholfom'tsfttu- 
Rions. From'theaccordend correfpon- 
dence, which-was inithis houſe, was brel 
a:general]-peace;everyone of the: ſervant 
kad:nolcfkirthana goldenape. 4 wouk 
iay , that they 'weve fully ſatisfied and 
conn; There 
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thoughe not himſelf well recompenſed 
for his paſſed ſorrows; Genevieva had 
onely more of tncrie.than of recompence* 
teWorkd -havirig made her ſufferall her 
vvitsy hue not' goods though to render 
tr:chat which was due nnto her; hea» 


yeh thertfdret took care to think on the 


ptiteof -hey-patietice. You comprehend 
willy rhe] would ſpeak of the death of 
barToantelle, 

Got who | would not honour the 
Worlkd:Jofiger with ſo great a verthe re- 
ſolved ro retire her to her originall, bur 
it\ds after havinp advertiſed her thereof. 
. /Onetday as ſhe was in prayergic ſeemed 
unto Her;tharthe faw a Troop of virging, 
andoof holy worhein, artongſt which her 
good Miſteis held the chiefrank, having 
all&8orthers for Ladies of honour:-their 
Majeſty raviſhed prefently our Sainr; bur 
thetr {weecnefe charmed her much mote 
feafibly'; there was not one of them that 
0&6 her riot Palms and Flowers, arid 
tht Virgin holding in her hand acromwn 
abroidered with precionsflones, ſectn- 
ll thiives ſpeak wits hey. | 

' My dawphter,. iis tihe'to betint ar eteriti- 
ty of plhaftres 3 behold - foto” of Gold 


- 
Flere Was not any perſon whe 
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which T have prepared you, after that.of Thorns, 


whtch you have worn,receive it frem-my: han. 
Genevieva underſtood: yery. well-what this 
viltc fignificd, which canfed in her an. in- 
credible fatisfation; the ſmbjet whereg! 
notwithſtandingſhe- would not: declare 
to Sifroy , for fear to. caſt a tloudran his 
joy. Her prudence concealed: from him 
the caules thereof, but the diſeaſe which 
had leffe diſcretion, told it him;within; 
f-w dayes. It was a little feaver which 
(eiſed our incomparable Gonntefſe;and 
gaverhim a more clear. expreſſian: of-her 


cevclition. To deſcribe; unto; you'thef 


contentment of Genevieva, it. would be! 
thing no lefle ſuperfluous; than'iit woull 
be impoſſible to cxpreſſe the diſpleaſure 
of Sifroy. Muſt 1 loſe (fajd he): a treaſar: 
which I have ſo little poſſeſſed ?.1t is true thi 
1am mnwortby thereof ; my God, and. that | 
cannot complain of injnftice, fince you take nd 
from mhe but what I hold. of your | pure, ntercy, 
and ngt of my merit. But alas ! had it not beer 


 mgre defirable not to. have it all,than to have i 


for a mon. ent? [oft and fair,Sifroy, foft*& fgir, 
it is no time to deplore,beep your tears for anon, 
# you will give them tothe juſteſt prief: of na- 
re. I.decerve my ſelf ; boldly, empty all the 
h;mour of your eyes, you ſhould be- aſham'd ti 

KR give 
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ripe.ſa litgle of. it to the loſe you are to mabe* 
Small griefs Jtay be lamented, but preat evils 
haze 110"tougue.; hen. one knows well 10 ſpeak. 


| kisevdl,abe, ſenſe thereof is not extreme, nor 


the: ragret., unfeigned, KÞs 

- Ala$,7, Genevievg > alr eady dead; |; ſce 
ber; ii etched out upon her. poore' bedy 
without; vigeur ,.and without motion; 
her eycsare no more but two ftarres es 
clipſed,.her mouth hath no.more Rafes, 
her cheeks have loſt their 1i)lies.Oh that is 
15not poſſible fo r me to call all the beau= 
tics of the. world about this bed, I would 
lay unzo;then;bchold che remains of that 


which:you cheriſh:with-ſo much paſſion ! 


behold:theaſhes of that fire which burns 
the world! 'bchold an example of that 
which-you ſhall be!. behald an imaze af 
which.you ſhall ſoon be the reſemblance: 
make ye, make ye now,Divinities of that 
which death ſhall change one day into 
worms and putrefa&tion. \Bnt I deceive 
my-ſelt,  Genevicva is not dead, a violent 
trance had ane]y withdrawn her ſoul for 
a time, ſhe comes to her ſelf again ; .this 
glves belicf, thac nature is yet Rrong e- 
nough to drive away the evil, provided 
that it be affiſted with ſome remedies. 
Think not that any thing was ſpared, 

k 3 She 
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She muſt depart,God will have it ſo;and 
her ftomach, which could not fiffer bit 


Herbs and Roots, nouriſhed her Feavet, 
and advanced her death. The good Pri: 
cce knew ir, and defired it; ſhe called her 
dear ſon Benoni, whom ſhe bleſſed, and 
her Husband,to whom ſhe aid this adity 
able ro make Tigers- ang Panttjei 
weep. ORE 

My dear Sifroy behold your dearGenevieva 


* 


ready to dy, all the diſpleaſure that Phave h h 


weep to more, Tfhal go avey content Tf ded 


would give me leaſure,T would ma 
30 you by the contempt of that you loſe, the Hitt 
cauſe you have to lament your lo fſe. But int 
the time pteſſeth me,&' that there refts unto my, 
but three ſighes, T have but this word to | 
unto you. Weep Sifroy, as much as T merit1, 
and you ſhall not weep much : netwith ſtand 
4 conjure you yet that having forgotten that li 
te duſk which I Teave, you menld rememt 
that Genevzepa goes to heaven to heep [yu 
place there, and that the Husband and Wh 


heking bus one, .. it may be that God calls m | 
to draw thither the other part. Adiew bl b 


pure of Benon1. 


Aﬀer theſe Janguiſhing words , 4 > 


that her weakneſſe permitted her, was t 
bs recel! 


b) 


d make-appear t| . 
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receive the ſacred:bodyiof her good: Ma- 


fer, which was' no- tooner: entred Into. 


hee mouth, bur ſhe fixed her eyes on hea- 
ven, Where her heaot wasalready, thruſt- 
inghor'fair ſoul. forth: of her talnbody, 
dy -wlaftifigh 06 Love.. Ie-was the ſecondot 
Amikinthe.very.yeariot ber reftauratton, 
tharſheikaew: perfedtly the merit. of hev 
patience: Benoni badeno! ſooner freen the 
dead members. of his Mother, but he caſt 
hinifelf upon the bed; breaking farth in- 
tafuch ſharp: cryes;; thas he! picxced the 
heatt ab all the aſbflanty.. It was. impoſſi- 
ble to withdrawchim:tram rthence,. what 


indeavour ſacven; they. uſted; chereuptg. | 


On:the ath or fide: Sifhay was.on his knees, 
haldingfaft che-hands-of his. deat” VW ite, 
which he: watered: withibis tears. [| 


Allichedbmeſticks were: round; about | 
her: Jike! (@; many: Statues) of: Mirble, ' 


whom: guief had transformed; yes: muſt 


they give to tho earth. what the ſoul of 


Genevieud had} Ieft it; they: made: them- 
ſelves ready : to. bury this holy! bady, 


Which was found; clad: in a rud bair- . 
cloth,. capahle-alone to. conſume mem- | 


ders:fa delicate as/hers. When they carri- 


c<tbaHerſe out:of- the Houſe;it was:then- - 


thav:the Palatine: made: bis grief break 
Ta | forth 
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forth more vitibly than thetorches which 


lighted ithe Punerall-pomp; nothingwas; 
heard but: ſighs every: where , nothing 


was feen but tears: Inithe end after that 
Sifroy and his ſon; had: laid their. hearts: 


into:the fame Tomb iwwith Genevieva, 'the | 


fallowers:endeavored to withdraw:theny 
from the:Church, where this holyibus: 
dy remained in .depolitory. the Tegret, 


of this Tolle was not ſo:peculiar to: menz. 
thatit was not common'to the beaſts:the.. 
birds fermed: rolanguifh with grief; and; 


if they finged ſometimes about the Gaſtle;: 
ic was'noThore now but;plaints: -! +7 ©-2 5; 
I cannot omit onething, which ſeenis 
unte:me Worthy of admiration;the pouy 
Hind, 'who had ſerved the -Commretfieſo 
faithfully in her Tife; expreſſed nd Tells. 
love ito her at: her-death:: They thold 
thatthiskind of beaſt cafts forth: bur one 
grofſe: reax at death, tc muſt be granted 
then, that this Hind'dyed more than once 


at the:deceafe of her dtac Miftris.It wasa | 


itifa}{thing{ to ſee this poore beaſt fol-: 
hog the Bier of Genevieva, more: deplo» 
rable to hear how woftully the brayed, 
but moſt ſtrange that they” could never 
bring her back ro the houie, remaining 
day and night at the deors of the Church. 


where | 
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where her Miſtris was. The Servants car- 
ricd her. Hay and Grafle,which ſhe would 
not ſo:'much as touch, ſuffering: her ſelf 


thus to dy, w*Þ hynger, They brought the: 


news thereofto the Palatine,who.berook 
himſelf ra weep lo tenderly.asit. his Wife 
weredead-once: again :. for'.recampence 
of her. fidelity, he made-.her-to be-cut in 


Whice marble, and laid at the feet of Gee. 
nevicva. All that notwithſtanding com-, 


forted not the affli&ion of Sifroy : It was: 
in yainto tell him that nature being ſa- 
tisfed; it: wastime to hearker} unto rea- 


ſon, The remedies. of his griefs: cauſed: 


him.new griefs: it they repreſented nn- 
tonhim that it was no more a love of 
Genevieva, 'to-lament in this manner, but 
a;hate.of himſelf-:: he anſwered that the 
regret: to have:loſt ſo holy. a woman 
could not be commendable, if it were 
Nnotextreme. This was not enough, :.he 
ſought all the means to entertain his paſ- 
ſton, having never more. pleaſing Idea's 
than thoſe. which repreſented him his 
Genevieva, 16. he went unto.the Church, 
It.was to..make unto her. a ſacrifice 
of his eyes, if he returned to his houſe, 
he retired himſelf into. his. chamber., 
ſpeaking to 'every thing that:had. been 


hers, -/ Behold 


q _ . 


a. es 


133 The Innocent Lady, on 

Behold the bed of my Genavieva , (fait 
he ) behold ber cabinet, behold ber mimronr:: 
then loking into:ber gdaſſe, he ſought there the 
viſape of: bis: deqy wife, calfing contimually Ge 
nevieva-, Genevieva, but Genevievs an- 
ſmered'not :. from the CY es imo. 
the garden, which w.u omet ine at} her pq« 
ſhime, but it was'in the greenx of etemity thid 
be-muſs ſeek ber' to find ber. It the foul of 
the Szinthad been capable: of any othes 
pathon than of joy, it had been of atey«: 
dev compathon to. ſee the deep Mclan« 
cholly of Sifroy: without douby her love 
wou!d have been. the remedie thordof, as 
ſho was.tho cayſe thereof; Qne afternoon 
as he was-in his ordinary indiſpoſidions, 
aPpago camo to tel] him, that there wasa 
Hermit,who requeſted covert: Ehe Count 
who. had not bdecn accuſtomed to fhut the 
doorunto works of mercy, nor to drive 
away goad aftions from his houſe , was 
very; glad to. meer the occaſion thereob : 
He command«d then, that whey ſhould 
caſe: him to: come. up. O: how happy 
wert thou, Sifroy ! atithe fame:time, that 
thou op:nedfſi thy gate unto chavit y,thou 
gpened{tthee that of glovy : may be that 
this encounter makes the knos of your' 


predeſlination, 599: 
| | While 


bi | 


GD we PE , 25> 4 A AR 


The Iilufrious Innocence. 139 
© WhilNf that fupper were making rea- 
dy, the Count kept company with this 
holy man; who entertained him upon no 
other fubje@, bur the' miſeries of the 
wotld';'and' the bitternefles which are 
niingled amongſt ir's greateſt delights : 
Though theſe diſcourfes were ſharpe,-yer 
they ſeerned unto him full of ſweetneſfe: 
Sypper being ready, the Count made the 
Hermilc fit at the higher end of the table, 
atthonph his modefty had choſen the lo- 
weſt place ;| he belioved that his virtue re- 
quired the chief; fo do all thoſe, who de- 
ſpiſe noe virtue for being il! claathed:: 
Every one haviag taken place-according 
to his quality, andeaten according to his 
appetite; Our Religious man took no- 
tice, that Szfroy. did nothing but mourn, 
and complain, without taſting one mor= 
fell of meat : He believed that he nouriſh- 
ed not himſelf but with fighes, or at leaſt, 
he made-ſhew to believe it. That not- 
withſtanding hindered him; not to ag 
hint the cauſe of histears, which obliged 
much theCount, who took no pleafure 
but in-the remembrance af his dear Gene- 
vieud 5 After, having made the recitall of 
bis lamentable Hiſtory: , he concludee 


thus 
Now 
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Now my Father;have not 1 cauſe fo ſhed e- 
verlaſting tears? can any one _finde; ifrange,! 
thgt.ſo-precious a loſſe ſpould afflime:?: ©; -' | 
Sir, replyed:the. Religions;;man): J1.; 
weuld be to opertbrow tbe firſt law.of-nathre;to;: 
deny tears unto thoſe-to whom we ow. ſotyething 
nore :. Patience hinders not to complaint: but © 
on-ly to murmur :' you; hdve reaſon; t6.,reſent:: 
Jour affidiion-; but boyp long, is.it ſinge my Ladye 
deceaſed? Itis fix moneths (an{wered: the! 
Palirinie ::-Pardon »14 then, if I /ay, that your; 
grief is too long,or thatyour courage is tos weak y, 
thete is.' ſomewhat of excefſe when tears 'reath: 
ſo-far +: Oh father; 'thar would be rrue, . it. 
I had made a. commor, lofle,. bur having; 
loftin Genevzeva,a wile -8& a Saint; :& even, 
by my'tault,- I:cannot ſufficiently com-- 
plain.my misfortune. [That very thing ſaid: 
the Hermit } ſhould comfort you , and wipe a-: 
way. entirely. your! tears :' Permit me {. if you. 
pleaſe) to diſcourſe with-your prief,, and to ex- 
amine its juſtice :. you have loſt a wife , ought 
you alwayes to poſſeſſe her ? They have raviſht 
fram you a Saint, what. right gives you the en-. 
joyment ithereof ? have: you ſo little profited in 
the eonfideration of. the worlds changes, to be 
innorant that man, being not made to laſt al- 
Wayes; muſt end once. :; your judgment 15 too 
good , toexadt from death a priviledge, which. 
=, is 
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3s impoſſible;on every ſide,where we caſt our eys, 
ws ſee nothing but tombs, 4nd aſbes :  Soveraign 
Princes have.indeed ſome.power upon life,,, but 
.none at-allwpon death, .yca ber greateſt plea ſure 
45 tg overthrow.aThron,to break,a ſcepter,and to 
pull downa crown, to the end ta render her puiſ- 
fance remarkable by the greatnes sf thoſe wham 
ſhe hath ruined: Be we horn in the purple, or in 
the ſpiders webs,inhabit we palaces, or dwell we 
an cottages,-death will finde us out every where: 
the reat may be diſtinguiſhed in the cottdttion 
of living-., but they ſhall never. have a diffe- 
rence in the obligation of dying. 1 ſay not, bat 
that there are. many things which may make us 
lookupon death as a good to be defired , and life 
as the ſubjet of all our fears; I ſtop at the rea < 
fans which are particular to you, . for fear that 
my conſiderations may be too. generall. What 
cauſe have you to take it il}, that a mortall thing 
ſpould dye?" you find nothing here to objef}, but 
that it is'too ſoon, 4s if you would that death 
ſboild bave the diſcretion not to diſpleaſe you, 
but when you pleaſed. And know: you not that 
death being. born to the ruine of. nature, we 
ſhould not expe favour from ber cruelty, if not 
tomake us dye quickly for fear. of languiſhing. 
If this knowledge be paſs'd unto your ſpirit, 
whence comes it that you take :t ill that a wo- 
man bath not lived beyond what ſbe ſhouldlive, 
and 
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and that ſhe bath lived but i firife, 40\h8-exnd 


fot to dye Longer ?- it 75 9} the death Bf a Ws. 
man that afffiet» you, but a Saint who mipht 
degquire ber ſelf a gredter crown itt heuveryuhid 
d> many govd ations in the world. af you af- 
fared that whit had been well begitri, ſponld 
finiſh well. My Lady, was boaden with writ, 
»15pht ſbe not fall ander the burthen 7 ber tres. 
fures of vertice were great, thipht ſhe not far 
thieves ? ſhewas firm itt grace, birt feeble 
i her nutzre'* ber piety ws well fupported;bi 
not irmmovedbe © ber wil was conflant, but 
ir wits capable of ittconſtaricy : whit kftors you, 
if God who bath no other thoughts, but for the 
good of bis cteatutes, hath rot taken from her 
the leaſure to fully the glory of Bet former uni 
ons. Believe me Sir, vice and verthe follow 
ofte” another like the day' and the night + the 
night may precede the day, but this temividnes 
pain in the darknes. Iwil believe that the ihevit 
of her whom you lament cotehf 8 bd chatWged 
_ but by apredt proipy, but it conf Ht alſo be 
conſerved, bit by « great mitratle; I fee th 
cauſe at all th murmure agaihfiGodgif be takbs 
pain to keep for you d thingy whicyou might 
foſe. Conſider now the weakneffe of your tears, 
andTaſſure my (elf that you-will* reſolve r4- 
ther to folfow ber, thart to Hope that ſhe (Port 
come aptin where yott dre, Hef example #1 
conforming 
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conforming it ſelf to the will of God, leaves 
you a ſtraight obligation to imitate it, her con- 
ifancy-will not that you ſhould weep longer; «t 
bs vhat which (herber ſelf would jay unto you, 
_ if . you: conld bear ber, it is that which ia 
yerſin:conncells you, who hath no other intereſt 

- In your nepoſe,; but that which churity pives 
bim. Seek ot in the honeſt drvertiſements of 
Maunting,of vijits and of recreations,which can- 
not burt you, if youttake them with moderation, 
which is to be exepefied from a per ſon, to whotmn 
-vertze ought 10 be as naturall as it is meceſſary. 
The Palatine left not jeſcape one fole 
word of this Diſcourſe, which-gave hmm 
a medicine thac time itſelf had denyed 
him. The Table being taken away, after 
fome communication every one retiret] 
'himieH. The next day Sifroy having de- 
manded where the Father was, the ſer- 
vants anſwered that he walked in the gar- 
.den, but 'being come thither, he found 
himnot. The Count would not believe 
thathe was gone, thinking him'too ho- 
neſt to comtnit an incivility , and ac- 
knowledging enough not tobemngrate- 
ful. When the day was pals'd and no 
inewsobbitn, he knew not wihere to fix 
his 'belief ; that which flkd .his fpicke 
withedniration was to find his a = 
enc 
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the chamber. The profie-which he drew 


from his-good words, ſweerned much 
the ſowerneſſe of his reſentmehes. : All 
the contentments which were fall of gall 


. before, ſeemed unto him afterward more | 


' ſweet, and lefle inſupportable: the flight 
and the Chaſe fiirniſhed:/him a: good: hall 
of his divertiſements, thinking that if 


he laid traps for the beaſts, he might rake | 
there his grief: O admirable goodneſleof | 


heaven, who ſo wiſely makes uſe of our 

inclinations, that heturneth them all to 
our profit. | TRE | 

 Oneday the Count having refolved to 

run a great Stap, which they had known 
by his head, aſſembled a good number of 
his neighbors,ro have the pleaſure of him 
This defign being undertaken, : behold all 
the Gentry in Campania, who had no 
ſooner ſought that which they: defired, 
bur they found ic. The Palatine was the 
firſt that perceived the Stagge, who by 
his flight; drew him ſo farre .inco the 
-wood; that he conduted him into the 
Grott Where Genevieva had lived. ſeven 
yeats: But he was much aſtoniſhed to ſee 
the Stagge in the widſt of of rheden, and 
'the dogs about him withont: power to 
approach him, as if chey had _— 
one 
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flone, or that che beaſt had been in an in- 
chanted circle. He endeavoured to en- 
courage them with his cry ; but when 
they raiſed themſelves upon it;one would 
fay that- ſome inviſible hand kept them 
back, _ The Palatine lighted from his 
horſe, and entered freely jrito this ſacred 
place; he conſidered it, and knew there 
yet the traces of his holy wife, which- 
drew prefently-the tears froth his eyes : 
Oh, ſaid he, behold where my poor Genevieva 
did penance ſo long for a firme which ſhe never 
committed! bebold, the place where innocence: 

fighed ſo much ! behold the corner where her 
poore members repoſed ! Alas ! am I yet to de- 
liberate upon a counſell which I ſhoild have ex<- 
ecuted long finte? 

As the Count. was in this admira- 
tion, the greateſt part of the Gentery 
arrived, who. were no lefle feifed with 
this ſpeacle then he,avouching that this 
accident was not without miracle : Sts 
froy would not that this ſanQvary ſhould. 

be damageable to the poor.beaſt that was . 
retired thicher , having then cauſed the 
dogs to be put into leaſe, he drave out the. 
Stag into the wood, where he found pre-: 
{ently his ſafety in his flight. Although. 
dar huncecs brought nothing home unto. 

[1 [ the 
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the Caſile, they never made notwithſtan- 
ding a better priſe. The Count who had 
a delign in his mind, of which no body 
had any knowledge, departed ſome few 
dayes after for Treves, where he met with 
St. Hidulph, much inclined to the defigne 
which he meditated; it being to build a 
Chappel where the much bleſſed Genevie- 
va had ſo long lived,to ſerve for a monu- 
ment of thermercics with which the good- 
nefſe of God had rengercd this place re- 
commendable : The whole was done 
with a magnificence , which witneſſcd e- 
nough the affeftion ofa hnsband, who 
was paſſionate, and the liberality of a 
Prince, who was not coveteous: The 
Chutch bare the name of our Lady ofMer- 
jen, by the impoſition which the Arch- 


biſhop made thereof in his Conſecration: 


And the reaſon of this name ( which fig- 
niftes in the language of the Countrey, 
Mercy ) ſeems to be recetved from the gra- 
ces which the Virgin ProteQrefſe of Ge- 
nevievd cauſed to flow into this holy grot. 
The Palatine who judged -that this ſoli- 


tude might ſerve for a pleaſing aboad 


ta thoſe who would quit the creatures, 
to find God, cauſed to be ereGted about 


the Chappel two or three little Hermi- 
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rages , which received likewiſe the bene- 
difion of St. Hidulphus , who parted nor 
from our Lady of Merſen, befor: he had 
laced upon the great Altar the miracu- 
Crofle, which Genevieva received 
from the hand of Angels: A while af- 
ter the reJiques of the Counteſſe were 
cranſported co the place which had made 
them holy : this aCtion received appro- 
bation from heaven, which permitted 
thar the ſervice of five or {1x pair of Oxen, 
pecefſary to this convoy , ſhould be {up- 
plied without pain by a couple of Horles. 
That which rendered this traniport mi- 
ractions, was the venera:lon that it re- 
ccived from the creatures, Which one 
would eftzem incapable thereof : . the 
highet erces bowed their branches to ho- 
nour this body , which came ro confe- 
crate them wich its preſence - the birds 
ind:avoured them(clves to fing, clapping 
their wings with ſo vitlible a teſtimony of 
joy,that one could not be ignorant of ir, 
As this ſacred pledge was laid in the 
place, which had been marked out for it, 
and that every body had leſt the Palatine 
alone in the Chappel , our Saviour lood- 
ing his right hand from the Croflehleffed 
hin; Wao ſecs not now unto what pro. 
L 2 ſperitics 
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ſperitics afflitions conduc a man ? the 
ceremonies of the dedication being ac- 
compliſhed, cvery one returned unto his 
houſe: but the Count having his trea- 
ſure in this holy retrait, we ſhould not 
find it ſtrange, it he'had there his heart 
alſo. All his thoughts were fixed there, 
and his deſires had no other obje&: ifhe 
could eſcape at any timeall his viſits ter- 
minated themlelvyes at this holy Chappel. 
Act laſt knowing by the experjence of 
ſome moneths, that a man can have no 
repoſe where there is no pleaſure, nor 
a body live ſeparated from his heart, he 
called his brother into his Cabiner with 
the little Benoni, and ſpake unto him 
thus. SY 
My dear brother at #5 ſome moneths ſince,that 
you might bave known inthe change of my im- 
ployments that of my afeion : notwithſtang- 
mg, ſince T mujt open it more clearly unto ſome 
one, 1haveno body to whom I may ds it better 
than to you, both by dewvir and by inclination. 
Tou ſhould not be now to know my deſign, if 1 
bad not judged it more fit to have yon execute 
my laſt will, than tobe authour of this counſel. 
Tou kave ſeen and ſighed a part of my evils 
Fith all the affefion that T could expett from a 
brother ; 
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brother 3 I imagne that you will nt take a leſſe 
part int my joyes than in my ſorrows, and that 1 
may expe your utmoſt power in whatſoever 
ſpall tend to my honeſt contentment. This bath 
made me reſolve to leave unto you the Tutou- 
rage of my ſon, who ought to hope noleſſe from 
jour affetion,than fromtbat of a pcodfatber,he 
ought alſo henceforth to acknowledge & reſpe&# 
you in that quality,fince my reſolution is to grve 
what remains of my life te the ſervice of myGod 
in this very place, where all aur bouſe bath re- 
ceived ſo many favours; repreſent not to me that 
my complexion is delicate, becauſe my anſwer 
i ready in the example of my dear Genevie- 
va : tell me not that Benoni hath nzed of my 
aſiſtance, ſeeing he hath an Uncle from whom 
he may expe all Find of ſupport. Beſides,this 
will is ſo fixed, that I will not have ene ſole day 
retard the execution thereof : behold my dear 
brother , the papers which will give you the 
knowledge of my affairs. | 
lt was herethat nature gave tears, yet 
without daring to contradi& fo holy a 
reſolution. There was onely preſent Be- 
nn, who ſpake to his father in theſe 
terms. 

Sir Tam too young to blame your counſells, 
out I am old enouph to follow your example. You 
leave me a little earth,to poſſeſſe heaven: ſhould 

I 
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1 not be ignorant, rf I ſhould accept that which 
you offer me,being able to make the ſame choice 
that you do ? Nogno, Sir, I will never live any 
where but with you; the Noviciate which T have 
made in the ſolitude which you deſire hath pi. 
ven ne 00 ſweet an experience of its pleaſures 
to withdraw me from your imitation : if your 
de fign be to live here,mine 15 never to dye elſe- 
where. Uncle, en'oy freely the fortunes of our 
bouſe, I leave yeu them with 3s gocd a will, xs 
1 cordially thank you for the care which you 
were ready to take for me. 

This reſolution of Benn was contra- 
ry to the expeation of his father, bur 
not contrary to his defire. Behold then, 
the Palatine, who canſcd a little Herniits 
habic co be prepared for him, as he had 
one already himſelf, leaving all chat 
which he had in the world to imitate his 
dear wite , accompanied with his dar 
ſon. They came into the holy Grott, 
where all the Animals, which were for- 
merly acquainted with Benoni came to 
acknowledge him. 

Glorious Soul, holy and incompara- 
ble Genevicva ! it you can yet remember 
the things of the earth,caft your eyes 1n- 
to this ſacred Cave,where you have ſome- 
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time taſted ſo many delights, you ſhall 
ſee there your Sifroy,and the dear child of 
your griefs ; without doubt, the change 
of their Habits ſhall not have changed 
your affettion ; on the contray, havin 
more of your likeneffe in this eſtate, 5 
believe they ſhall have more of your love; 
but what ? they have already felt the ef- 
fe&s thereof, and you have not permitted 
that ſo much as one of choſe thunders, 
wet: rattle beneath you, nor one of thoſe 
tempeſts, which. you tread under foot, 
ſhoald offend their heads; it 1s our part 
now,to make up our confidence of your 
prote&ion, ſecing you are full of good- 
nefle ; and our exartple of your vertuecs, 
ſceing you are full of merit. 

Behold us (my dear Reader)at the end 
of a Hiſtory which puts the providence of 
God into its faireſt day, Innocence our 
of the ſcar to be oppreiſed, and pertiaps 
into the deſire to be exerciſed with ca- 
lumny, fince her perſccutions are fol- 
lowed with ſo much merit, and her me- 
rit acknowledged with ſo much glory: 
If there be any thing good in this Di(- 
courſe, I pretend no other recompence 
thereof, than the faveur of —_— 

ants 
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Saint : if there be nothing commenda» 
ble, I will recetve contentedly tor pus 
niſhment of my faults, the cenſure of 
allthofe that ſhall do me the honour £9 
read this little work. 
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